Legislative Summary

| Ordinance 24-28

APPROVING A TEXT AMENDMENT TO MODIFY AND ESTABLISH
REGULATIONS RELATING TO TREE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION AND
ESTABLISH A TREE PLANTING FUND

Introduction: November 26, 2024

Purpose: To approve an amendment to Sections 1-9C-5, 1-11-4, 7-2-6, and 7-2-8, and to Chapter 12-11 to modify
and establish regulations relating to tree preservation and protection and to establish a tree planting fund.

Background: The Village of Morton Grove recognizes the services and functions that trees provide as a collective asset
to the Morton Grove community. As the Village of Morton Grove seeks to enhance regulations applying to
trees on public and private property to better preserve and protect the urban forest as critical infrastructure,
Staff is recommending certain modifications to Chapter 12-11 and numerous related sections to establish a
Tree Ordinance to help preserve and protect the Village’s tree canopy. The proposed amendment was
designed to:
e Include a value statement that recognizes the services and functions trees provide as a collective
asset to the Morton Grove community.
e Establish a Tree Planting Fund.
e Clarify public tree removal procedures and enhance tree protection requirements.
o Establish landscape and tree preservation plan requirements, and enhance planting requirements.
e Prohibit certain invasive plant species and add species diversity requirements.
e Regulate the removal of select trees on select properties (with exemptions provided for certain
conditions outside the control of the property owner).

At the request of Staff, the Appearance Commission reviewed the proposed amendment at a regularly
scheduled meeting on October 1, 2024, and voted unanimously (7-0) to recommend approval of the
amendment as presented. The Environment & Natural Resource Commission reviewed the proposed
amendment at a regularly scheduled meeting on October 7, 2024, and also voted unanimously (7-0) to
recommend approval of the amendment with the addition of a value statement to the new Tree Preservation
section. If approved by the Village Board of Trustees, Village staff will provide notice of the new tree
preservation and protection regulations by Village website updates and mail (via the water bill) and provide
direct guidance as needed.

Programs, Dept’s, . .
Groups Affected Department of Community and Economic Development
Fiscal Impact: N/A

Source of Funds: | N/A

Workload The amendment will be implemented and supervised by staff as part of their normal work activities.
Impact:

Administrative Approval as presented
Recommendation: PP p

Second Reading: | December 10, 2024

Special
Considerations or | None
Requirements:

. Submitted by — Charles L. Meyer, Village Administrator
Reviewed by — Teresa Hoffman Liston, Corporation Counsel
Reviewed by — Zoe Heidom, Assistant Village Administrator
Prepared by — Brandon Nolin, Community Development Administrator



ORDINANCE 24-28

APPROVING A TEXT AMENDMENT TO MODIFY AND ESTABLISH REGULATIONS
RELATING TO TREE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION AND ESTABLISH A
TREE PLANTING FUND

WHEREAS, the Village of Morton Grove (the Village), located in Cook County, Illinois, is
a home rule unit of government under the provisions of Article 7 of the 1970 Constitution of the
State of Illinois, can exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its government
affairs, including but not limited to the power to tax and incur debt; and

WHEREAS, the Morton Grove Municipal Code (“Village Code™) establishes certain
regulations relating to tree preservation on public property and tree protection during construction
on public and private property; and

WHEREAS, the Village continuously reviews and, as it deems necessary, updates existing
Municipal Codes to assure they are kept current and relevant; and

WHEREAS, the Village recognizes the services and function that trees provide as a
collective asset to the Morton Grove community and seeks to enhance regulations applying to trees
on public and private property to better preserve and protect the urban forest as critical
infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 12-10-2:E of the Village Code, the Appearance Review
Commission is provided the authority to review and make recommendations to the Village Board
of Trustees regarding amendments to Title 12, Chapter 11, entitled "Landscaping And Trees”; and

WHEREAS, the Village (“Applicant”), filed a complete Text Amendment Application to
the Village’s Appearance Review Commission under Case AC 24-XX (“Application™) requesting
approval of a Text Amendment to modify and establish regulations relating to tree preservation and
protection; and

WHEREAS, Village staff recommends that the Text Amendment includes modifications to
Title 1, Article 9C, entitled “Funds,” Title 7, Chapter 2, entitled “Tree Preservation,” and Title 12,
Chapter 11, entitled “Landscaping and Trees” to establish a Tree Planting Fund, clarify public tree
removal procedures, enhance tree protection requirements, establish landscape and tree
preservation plan requirements, prohibit certain invasive plant species, add species diversity
requirements, enhance planting requirements, and regulate the removal of select trees on select
properties, with exemptions provided for certain conditions outside the control of the property

owner, which were made part of the Application; and



WHEREAS, the Morton Grove Appearance Commission held a public hearing relative to
the above referenced case on October 1, 2024, and at said public hearing, all concerned parties were
given the opportunity to be present and express their views for consideration by the Plan
Commission; and

WHEREAS, as a result of said public hearing, the Appearance Commission considered all
the evidence and testimony presented to it, discussed the merits of the Application, and made certain
recommendations through a report dated September 24, 2024, a copy of which is attached hereto
and made a part hereof and marked as “Exhibit A”; and

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities have considered this matter at a Public Meeting and
find the Text Amendment, when evaluated in the context of the whole Village, serves the public
good; and

WHEREAS, the Village is desirous of assuring all policies are kept current and relevant.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MORTON GROVE, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The Corporate Authorities do hereby incorporate the foregoing WHEREAS
clauses into this Ordinance, as though fully set forth herein, thereby making the findings as
hereinabove set forth.

SECTION 2: Title 1, Article 9C, entitled, “Funds,” is hereby amended to include a new

Section 1-9C-5, to read as follows:

1-9C-5: TREE PLANTING PROGRAM FUND:

A. Creation, Management and Administration: There is hereby established the Tree Planting Fund
to be held as a separate fund within the Village. The Village, bv and through ijts Village
Administrator, shall be responsible for the day-to-day investment and fiscal maintenance and
management of the Tree Planting Fund. The day-to-day fiscal maintenance and management
shall be undertaken pursuant to the approved investment policies and practices used by the

Village for other similarly held funds.

The Board of Trustees shall manage, make recommendations, and from time to time reevaluate
the eoals for the Tree Planting Fund. the Tree Planting Fund’s operating budget and projected
expenditures and revenue; the Tree Planting Fund’s funding and award policies and priorities;
the Tree Planting Fund’s program requirements; the Tree Planting Fund’s procedures for
disbursing funds: the monitoring of eligible activities funded by the Tree Planting Fund: and the
evaluation of Tree Planting Fund activities.

B. Purpose; The purpose of the Tree Planting Fund is to provide financial resources to maintain
and enhance the Village’s tree canopy by funding new plantings on public and private property
and Village maintenance activities. The Tree Planting Fund may provide financial support for a

2



variety of eligible activities that promote tree preservation and protection and educate the public

on the care and maintenance of trees.

C. Sources of Revenue: The Tree Planting Fund may be funded from multiple sources including:

1.

2.
3.

4,
5.

Private cash donations from individuals and corporations designated for the Tree Planting

Fund.
Payments in lieu of providing replacement trees as required by Section 12-11-7:C.
Funds from federal, state, county, and not-for-profit grant programs designated to fund tree

plantings and related activities.

Interest from Tree Planting Fund.
Budget appropriations, development fees. and other funds as designated from time to time

by the Board of Trustees.

D. Authorized Use of Funds:

1.

Eligible Activity: Each eligible applicant shall demonstrate that the requested eligible
activity will advance and support the purpose of the Tree Planting Fund., as set forth in this

section.

Eligible Applicants: The Village may make Tree Planting Fund grants available to
developers, not-for-profit organizations, homeowners, housing operators, and units of
government for eligible activities based on the priorities set forth in this article and on the
eligibility guidelines, program requirements, and process established and maintained by the
Village Administrator. The Village Administrator may develop and issue eligibility
guidelines. program requirements, and application forms for Tree Planting Fund grants.

Eligible applicants may apply to the Village Administrator for Tree Planting Fund awards
for eligible activities.
Eligible Activities: The following tree-related activities are the types of activities that may

receive grants provided through the Tree Planting Fund:

a. Planting trees on publicly-owned property.

b. Planting trees on privately-owned property where said plantings will provide sufficient
public benefit to justify the expenditure of public funds.

c. Preserving and maintaining existing trees.

d. Educating the public on the importance of trees as critical infrastructure, tree
maintenance and care, and tree planting and pruning best practices.

e. Technical assistance to the Village in implementing its tree canopy obiectives.

f. Administrative costs associated with tree-related programs.

g. Any other activity that the Board of Trustees determines would address the urban
canopy needs of the community.

Review and Approval of Applications: All complete applications for Tree Planting Fund

awards shall be submitted to the Village Administrator. For application requests less than

the amount set forth in Section 1-8A-2:B.12, the Village Administrator shall make the final

decision to approve or denv the application. For application requests equal to or greater than

the amount set forth in Section 1-8A-2:B.12. the Board of Trustees shall make the final

decision to approve or deny the application. Applications shall be evaluated based on factors

including, but not limited to, availability of funds. impact on the tree canopy. financial
feasibility, allocation priorities. and extent of need.

Conditions: As a condition to any Tree Planting Fund award for any eligible activity. the

eligible applicant shall first, among other applicable requirements as established from time-
to-time by the Village Administrator, execute and record such agreements, conditions, and
restrictive covenants, or other similar instruments, as shall be required by the Village
Administrator. Among other requirements, the conditions may bind the eligible applicant
and the property, if applicable, to the requirements of this article and provide that all awards
shall be used in strict compliance with the requirements of this article and the conditions of

approval.




SECTION 3: Title 7, Chapter 2, Section 6, entitled “Removal of Trees from Public

Property,” is hereby amended as follows:

7.2-6: REMOVAL OF TREES FROM PUBLIC PROPERTY:

No person shall, without the express permission of the director of public works remove a tree from
public property. The director of public works may impose conditions for the removal of said tree,
and may shall require that any tree removed by permit or otherwise be replaced with a tree or trees
of substantially equal size and quality or pay replacement and replanting costs in accordance with
the Village’s “Tree Technical Manual.” ,Aﬂweﬁen_ﬂwqqe}ates-ﬂﬁs—seﬁm—sb&ﬂ—?ﬁbﬁ*@he

......

SECTION 4: Title 7, Chapter 2, Section 8, entitled “Tree Protection (Excavation and

Construction),” is hereby amended as follows:

7.2-8: TREE PROTECTION (EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION)

To the greatest extent reasonably possible, all trees on public property or any tree located on private
property within the vicinity of a building activity area shall be protected with a barrier (fencing) of
size, material, and specifications made part of the building permit and approved by the building
commissioner. All owners, contractors and/or their agents shall follow the conditions, restrictions
and regulations in the Village's "Tree Technical Manual” established to prevent injury caused by
construction activities, and/or by the encroachment of construction vehicles, materials, and
equipment, to prevent injury to all trees on public property and/or any tree located on private
property within the vicinity of a building activity area unless the approved site plan provides for the
removal or relocation of the tree. The building commissioner or his designee may suspend any
building permit or order a stop to any construction activity on a site unless or until the requirements
of this section are met.

SECTION 5: A new Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 1, entitled “Definitions,” is hereby
inserted to read as follows and current Title 12, Chapter 11, Sections 1 through 5 are hereby
reordered to become Title 12, Chapter 11, Sections 2 through 6:

12-11-1: DEFINTIONS:
COVERED PROPERTY:: Properties not exempted by Section 12-11-7.

CRITICAL ROOT ZONE: A circular region measured outward from the tree trunk representing the
essential area of the roots that must, when possible. be maintained or protected for the tree's survival.
The root zone is one foot (1') of radial distance for every inch of tree DBH.

DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT (DBH): Tree trunk diameter measured in inches at the height
of four and one-half feet (4 1/2") aboveground.

DISEASED: A severe disease or pest that is known to cause or is causing the death of a tree.
NUISANCE TREE: The following types of trees:

e Anv and all species of Elm Trees that are infected with Dutch Elm Disease:
e Any and all species of Ash Trees that are infected with Emerald Ash Borer:
Any tree. including its limbs. that constitutes an immediate or imminent hazard to persons.

property, or the general public.




PROTECTED TREE: Any tree located within or partially within a Covered Property with a diameter

at breast height of twelve inches (12”) or greater.

TREE TECHNICAIL. MANUAL: Document maintained by the director of public works that

establishes standards and specifications for trees pursuant to Section 7-2-11.

UNDESIRABLE TREE: A tree that is of a species that is;

» Included in the "Chicago Botanic Garden" list of "Invasive Plants in the Chicago Region," as

amended:

Not well established for the climate of the region:

Likely to have a high mortality rate for the region;
Likely to become Diseased: or

Predisposed to structural deficiencies.

SECTION 6: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 2 (as reordered), entitled “General Provisions,”

is hereby amended as follows:

12-11-2: GENERAL PROVISIONS:
A. Review Required:

1.

The regulations herein apply to all properties designated below where a building permit is
required for construction or reconstruction of floor area or exterior modification, including
site improvements. The building commissioner may waive the review requirement provided
the project is deemed to have an insignificant impact on the appearance of the property:
Multiple dwelling developments in excess of two (2) units;

Business and commercial unit developments;

Industrial units and developments;

All planned unit developments and special uses;

All common, single-family subdivision developments, including streets, rights of way,
public areas and other general development features and models to be offered for sale;
Municipal and other public facilities and lands;

Construction, reconstruction. and expansion in floor area fronting on a street of© one-
and two-family residential dwellings. not including detached accessory structures notin
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AH—landseaping—L andscape and tree preservation plans are to be reviewed by the appearance
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dwelhngs covered under subsection g above, the landscape and tree preservation plan shall
be reviewed by the building commissioner and/or his/her designee, and if deemed not to
meet the standards of this chapter, will be forwarded to the appearance review commission
for their review.

Landscape and Tree Preservation Plan Requirements: The requirements of this section shall
apply to all landscape and tree preservation plans. However. the building commissioner shall
have the authority to waive or modify the technical requirements of the section when in the
opinion of the building commissioner the waiver or modification will not adversely impact
surrounding properties. will not violate the intent or spirit of this title. and there are special
circumstances unique to the property or the development that would create practical
difficulties if the technical requirement of this title were imposed.

a. Landscape plans shall be prepared by a licensed design professional registered in the

State of Tllinois, unless for single-family or two-family dwellings. and include:




1. The location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures, property lines.

easements, utilities. parking lots and driveways. roadways and rights-of-way,
sidewalks. signs, refuse disposal areas. sidewalks. fences. electrical equipment,

recreational facilities. and drainage facilities.

2. The location, quantity, size and name, both botanical and common, of all proposed
plant material including, but not limited to. shade and evergreen trees. shrubs.
groundcover. annuals/perennials, and turf.

b. Tree preservation plans must be prepared by a certified arborist or licensed design
professional registered in the State of Illinois, unless for single-family or two-family
dwellings. and include:

1. The location, species. DBH and Critical Root Zones of all existing trees on the
subject property and adjacent rights-of-way;

2. Identification of Protected Trees as herein defined. all existing trees to be protected,

and existing trees to be removed on the property and adjacent rights-of-way:

3. The location and type of protective fencing to be placed on the property and adjacent
rights-of-way:

4. The location of Critical Root Zone areas and the types and locations of protection
to_be provided to minimize damage to tree roots in such areas, such as wood chips

and exterior plywood;
5. A description of other required tree preservation procedures, such as root and crown

pruning;
6. The location, shape. and spatial arrangement of all temporary and permanent

drivewayvs. parking areas, and temporary material storage sites and access ways: and

7. The location of any new utility services. including water, sanitary sewer, storm
sewer. pas. electric, telecommunications or any modification to existing utility

services, that may impact existing ptivate or public trees.

B. Landscaping and Trees Required:

1.

=

All sites shall provide landscaped or sodded areas composed of the following minimum

percentage requirements:

a. Multi-family residential: Fifty percent (50%) of the required front yard.

b. Industrial: Fifteen percent (15%) of the total site.

c. Commercial: Five percent (5%) of the total site.

d. Within Village streetscape-improvement-corridors-and-tax increment financing (TIF)
districts-imprevementareas: Eight percent (8%) of total site, the majority of which is to
be provided along street right of way.

e. Residential subdivisions, single-family, and two-family dwellings: For front yards and
side yards abutting a street, seddins-and-foundation plantings are | required. Foundation
plantings shall be planted in a landscape bed measuring no less than three feet (3°) in
depth. Plantings shall provide no less than fifty percent (50%) coverage of the landscape
bed. shall be installed across no less than fifty percent (50%) of the length of the facade
of the building. not including where driveways and walkways are located, and shall be
no less than eighteen inches (18”) in height at the time of planting. Required foundation
plantings may be waived by the building commissioner where such plantings are not
feasible.

One (1) tree shall be planted or preserved on private property per required yard abutting a

street unless inadequate space is available, as determined by the building commissioner.
Every reasonable effort must be made to retain existing trees in all development.

All parking lots shall be landscaped in accordance with section 12-11-3 of this chapter.

Retention or detention ponds and lakes shall be included under the term "landscaped areas".
The placement of trees in public parkways, areas, or rights of way adjacent to private
property is required where they do not exist already. Trees shall have a DBH truncdiameter
measured sixinches(6")-above-the-greund:-of not less than two and one-half inches (2 1/2"),
and shall be spaced not more than forty feet (40") apart. Surface areas shall be sodded or
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contain

other harmonious and attractive treatments. Within—Village-streetscape-and—TIE

H

C. Landscape Design Standards:

1. Landscape elements included in these criteria are all forms of planting and vegetation,
ground forms, rock groupings, water patterns and all visible construction, except buildings
and utilitarian structures.

2. Where natural or existing topographic patterns contribute to beauty and utility of a
development, they shall be preserved and enhanced. Modification to topography will be
permitted where it contributes to good appearance and does not adversely affect adjacent
properties.

3. Grades of walks, parking spaces, terraces and other paved areas shall provide an inviting
and stable appearance for walking, and if seating is provided, for sitting.

4. Landscape treatment shall be provided to enhance architectural features, strengthen vistas
and important axis.

5. Unity of design shall be achieved by repetition of certain plant varieties and other materials,
and by correlation with adjacent developments.

6. Plant material shall be selected for interest in its structure, texture, color and for its ultimate
growth. Plants that are indigenous to the area and others that will be hardy, harmonious to
the design, and of good appearance shall be used.

7. In areas where general planting will not prosper, other materials such as fences, walls and
pavings of wood, brick, stone, ornamental gravel, and cobbles may skall be used. Carefully
selected plants as noted on the following lists shall be combined with such materials where
possible. (Ord. 07-07, 3-26-2007)

SECTION 7: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 3 (as reordered), entitled “Appropriate Species

and Planting Requirements,” is hereby amended as follows:

12-11-3: APPROPRIATE SPECIES AND PLANTING REQUIREMENTS:

A. Species Selection: Plant material must be selected for its form, texture. color, pattern of growth
and suitability to local conditions. The use of invasive species is prohibited. Invasive species
shall be those included in the "Chicago Botanic Garden" list of "Invasive Plants in the Chicago
Region," as amended.

B. Tree Species Diversity: Diversity among trees is required to reduce the risk of losing a large
population of plants due to disease. If there are fewer than four (4) required trees, they may all
be the same species. If there are between five (5) and ten (10) required trees. no more than forty
(40) percent can be of one species. If there are more than ten (10) required trees, no more than
twenty-five (25) percent can be of one species. This standard applies only to trees being planted
and not to existing trees.

C. Street And Parkway Trees: All trees planted on public rights of way shall be species listed in

the Street and Parkway Tree List maintained by the Public Works Depariment. The director of
public works has the authority to determine the species of street and parkway trees.
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D. Required Trees on Private Property: Required trees planted on private property pursuant to

Section 12-11-7 may not be of species listed in the Restricted Tree List maintained by the Public
Works Department.

IntesiosParki —
Botanieal Name CommenName
Acerginnala Ambrmaple
Aeerrubram Red-maple
Acersescherzm Sugar-maple
Adnus-glatinesa European-alder
Botule-nigra Riverbireh
Cercis-canadensis Pedbud
Eraxinus-americana Tlaitsesh
Fraxinus-pennsylvanicalanceelata Green-ash
Pyrus-calieryana Bradford-pear
Quercus-bicoler Swamp-white-oak
Quercusmacrocarpa Busreak
Querctsrubra Ped-sak
Tilip-amoricansa Amercanetinden
Filia-cordata Little leaflinden

E. Tree Size:



1. All shade trees to be planted shall have a minimum DBH tfunlediameter- of two and one-
halfmches (2- 1/2") : S om-abeo ound SR

2. Omamental trees shall have a minimum helght of six feet (6 ) or DBH DBH trunlediameter of two
inches (2").

3. Evergreen trees shall have a minimum helght of five feet (5").

Shrubs: All shrubs to be planted shall be of minimum speeified height of twenty-four inches

( 24”) unless otherw13e requu'ed by th1s ChaDter and—w&dth—as—mdteated—belew—»wth—a—m*mmm
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Euenymeus-elobs Buradngz bush 3 2 4
Eusnymus-elatissempastus Berressumningbush 2-12 2042 3
Besgytbindenelddomat Aameld-dwps fozsythia 2-120 212 3
Egrgypthis bronzensis Bronydvarferssthia 5 pe= 3
Fosrsythia-springglory Springglesfergythie 4 3 3
A ydrango-arborescons Srandifiont | Asnabelle-hydrangeo 180 180 2
Teripomenfier Pfitzorjuniper 2 2 3
Ligustror-amurense AmpurPiverprivet 4 2 a
Lizustrom-walgezs-Choyerne Chayepnsprive 4 2 2
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Dotentillejoclenant Jockmentpotentille 18 1o 3
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$iburpum-deptatum Aspprw-raad 4 3 3
Hibusaun-lontone Fleyforingmes 4 3 3
Vibusust-epulus Eurepoan highbush 4 3 3
lbusmum-opulus-compasta GCompaeteuro-highbush R 2 3
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G. Planting Requirements:
1. All trees shall be furnished balled and burlapped.
2. All shrubs shall be furnished balled and burlapped, or potted.

longtife:
4. With the exception of single-family residences, all landscaped areas shall be provided with
an underground irrigation system or readily available water supply with at least one outlet
within one hundred fifty feet (150" of the plant material or an alternate method to be
approved by the appearance review commission.
All landscaping shall be installed according to accepted commercial planting procedures.
6. All plantings shall meet or exceed standards contained in "American Standard For Nursery

Stock" (ANSI Z60.1 - 1973) as amended.

7. For all privately owned property, landscaping exceeding two feet (2°) in height shall not be
located within a 45-degree 10-foot by 10-foot sight line triangle at any point where a

vehicular access way intersects a driveway, alley. sidewalk. or other vehicular or pedestrian
access way. Where a driveway intersects an alley. the dimensions of the 45-degree sight line

triangle shall be determined by the distance between the garage and alley. to a maximum of
10 feet. If no garage exists. the 10- foot by 10-foot sight line triangle shall apply.

Bd

SECTION 8: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 4 (as reordered), entitled “Parking Lot

Landscaping Requirements,” is hereby amended as follows:

12-11-4: PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS:

A. General Requirements: All paved ground surface areas that require landscaping shall meet or
exceed the following general landscaping requirements:
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1. Installation: All vehicle parking lots shall be constructed with continuous concrete curbing.
Placement of parking curbing shall allow for auto overhangs and sufficient space for interior

five-feet{5tall-Planting areas shall be water permeable areas of not less than thirty-six
(36) square feet and a minimum radius of three feet (3') measured in the direction of possible
vehicle encroachment from the center of the tree trunk to the near edge of the landscaped
area.

3. Maintenance: All landscaping and trees provided on site and between the property line and
the continuous curbing adjacent to street frontages shall be maintained by the property
owner in accordance with the standards set forth in section 12-11-67 of this chapter.

B. Specific Requirements: All paved ground surface areas shall meet the following specific
landscaping requirements which shall be considered complementary to the landscaping
provisions of any Village of Morton Grove ordinance or resolution.

1. Required Landscaping Adjacent To Public Right Of Way:

1. Where paved ground surface areas are located adjacent to sidewalless-erpublic streets
or sidewalks, landscaping shall be provided between the public street or sidewalk
and the paved ground surface area. Said landscaping shall include a landscaped yard
at least five feet (5" in width containing a year round dense opaque screen of
landscaping three feet (3") in height, or an earth berm at least three feet (3') in height
with a maximum slope of three to one (3:1). Screening along public roads shall be
maintained at height of three feet (3").

2. Where paved ground surface areas are located adjacent to public alleys:

1. Landscaping adjacent to public alleys rights-ef-way shall not be required
where all the parking spaces are screened from public streets by buildings,
affront the alley, and are within thirty feet (30") of the screening building.

2. For all paved ground surface areas adjacent to alleys not screened by
buildings, screening shall be required at five feet (5") in height. Said screen
may be comprised of any type of screen listed in section 12-11-4,
"Screening", of this chapter. Landscaping shall may be at least three twe
feet (3_2") in height at the time of planting, but must grow to, and be
maintained at, five feet (5'). All screens shall be erected a minimum of one
foot (1") within the side or rear lot line adjacent to the off street parking
and/or loading areas. If space becomes a problem, the screening may be
installed on the opposite side of the alley with permission of the affected
property owner(s). If the required screening is other than landscaping, the
one foot (1') area between the property line and the required screening shall
be covered with an impervious surface.

3. Where access to an alley is provided from an off street parking and/or
loading area, the height of the required screening on either side of the
accessway shall be thirty inches (30") for a minimum of fifteen feet (15") to
provide adequate sight clearance and the width of the interruption in the
required screening for the provision of access shall be equal to the width of
the drive aisle as required.

2. Required Landscaping Adjacent To Other Properties: Where paved ground surface areas are
adjacent to surrounding properties, landscaping shall be installed to screen paved ground
surface area from adjacent properties as provided below. Landscaping is not required if the
paved ground surface area is completely screened from surrounding properties by
intervening buildings or structures.
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1. Where paved ground surface areas are adjacent to properties zoned exclusively for
residential land uses, all land between the paved ground surface area and the
property line, except accessways, shall be landscaped. Said landscaping shall
include a buffer yard at least five feet (5") in width, containing either berm, hedge,
maintenance free barrier or combination of the above at least five feet (5') in height,
but not more than six feet (6") in height. Where hedge of living plant material is
used for a barrier, it shall be thirty inches (30") in height at time of planting and
shall attain opacity within twelve (12) months under normal growing conditions. A
minimum of one tree shall be planted for each forty (40) linear feet of common lot
line or fraction thereof.

2. Where the adjacent property is zoned for nonresidential land uses or where the
adjacent property contains a conforming hedge or wall, a minimum of one tree shall
be planted for each forty (40) eighty(86) linear feet of common lot line or fraction
thereof. Said tree(s) shall be installed in the buffer area adjacent to each of the
adjoining properties.

3. Internal Landscaping Regulations:

1. Parking lots two thousand (2,000) square feet or less are not required to provide
interior landscaping.

2. All planting islands for parking lots shall be a minimum of forty (40) square feet.

3. All parking areas more than two thousand (2,000) square feet shall have internal
landscaping to channelize and define logical areas for pedestrians and vehicular
circulation and to provide areas for accumulation of snow. All interior landscaping
shall be protected from vehicular encroachment by curbing, wheel stops or guardrail
and should be raised above the grade of the parking spaces. Required internal
landscaping is as follows:

1. Parking areas two thousand (2,000) to twenty thousand (20,000) square
feet: A minimum of five percent (5%) of the paved area of the parking lot
not including buffer landscape areas developed around the parking lot.

2. Parking areas larger than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet: A minimum
of seven percent (7%) of the paved area of the parking lot not including
buffer landscape areas developed around the parking lot. Where practical,
each separate landscaped area shall contain at least one tree, and a tree shall
be planted for each one hundred (100) square feet of interior landscaping.
For double-row landscape islands. two (2) trees shall be required.
Landscaping dividing strips with or without walkways shall be used to
subdivide parking areas into parking bays. Each parking bay shall have a
maximum of twenty (20) spaces in an uninterrupted row.

4. Other paved ground surface areas exceeding five thousand (5,000) square feet such
as playgrounds, courtyards, etc., shall have two (2) square feet of interior
landscaping for each one hundred (100) square feet of paving. Each separate
landscaped area shall contain at least one tree, and a tree shall be planted for each
one hundred (100) square feet of interior landscaping.

5. Mixed usage of areas where a paved ground surface area is used for several
functions, such as a parking lot and a playground or playing field, etc.: The
landscaping requirements for parking lots will be applied to the amount of surface
area used for automobile parking, even if it is used for recreation as well.
Landscaping requirements for open space and recreational use will be applied to
any surface area used for recreation and not parking.

C. Sight Distances For Landscaping Adjacent To Accessways:

1. Intersection Visibility: Where an accessway intersects a public right of way, or a public ri ght
of way intersects another public right of way, landscaping shall be used to define the
intersection; provided, however, all landscaping within the areas of cross visibility as
described below (subsection C2 of this section) shall be maintained at a level between two
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(2) and six feet (6") from grade. Trees shall have limbs and foliage trimmed in such a manner
that no limbs or foliage extend into the cross visibility, provided they are so located so as
not to create a traffic hazard. Landscaping, except grass and ground cover, shall not be
located closer than three feet (3') from the edge of any accessway pavement.

Area Of Cross Visibility: The property located at the intersection of an accessway and a
public road or sidewalk forms a triangle with sides twelve feet (12) along the accessway
and twelve feet (12') along the public road or sidewalk. This area is measured from a point
in line with the smallest width of the accessway and the public road pavement line or the
public sidewalk pavement line nearest the parking lot. The third side of the triangle is formed
by connecting the ends of two (2) 12-foot sides.

SIGHT DISTANCE FOR CROSS VISIBILITY
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SIGHT-DISTANCE-FOR CROSSHSIBILITY

D. Existing Developed Areas: All property with existing paved ground surface areas on the
effective date of this title shall not be required to conform to provisions of this chapter unless
exterior reconstruction, exterior expansion or exterior improvements on the property requiring
a building permit are undertaken.

1. No structure shall be required to be altered or moved, except during reconstruction, to meet
the provisions of this chapter.
2. When reconstructing, no existing parking area twenty thousand (20,000) square feet or less
shall be required to lose more than one out of twenty (20) parking spaces or three percent
(3%) of the parking areas, whichever is greater.
3. No parking area greater than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet shall be required to lose
for landscaping purposes more than one and one-half (1 1/2) out of twenty (20) parking
spaces or five percent (5%) of the parking area, whichever is greater.
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45, 1t shall not be necessary for any parking area to be reduced below the minimum standards
set forth in any other Village of Morton Grove ordinance in order to meet the provisions of
this section.

SECTION 9: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 6 (as reordered), entitled “Tree Preservation,” is
hereby amended to read as follows:

The Village recognizes the services and functions that trees provide as a collective asset to
the Morton Grove community and seeks to enhance regulations applying to trees on public
and private property to better preserve and protect the urban forest as critical infrastructure.
The preservation and utilization of a property's natural trees and shrubbery are hereby
encouraged. All trees which are to be preserved shall comply with title 7, chapter 2, "Tree
Preservation”, of this code.

SECTION 10: A new Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 7, entitled “Trees on Private Property,”
is hereby inserted to read as follows and the current Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 6 is hereby
reordered to become Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 8:

12-11-7: TREES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY:

A. Exempt Properties. The requirements of this section shall not apply to municipal and other

ublic facilities and lands and zoning lots in the R-1 Single Family Residence. R-2 Single
Family Residence. or R-3 General Residence Districts with an existing single-family or two-
family home having less than 21,780 square feet (0.5 acres) of land area unless controlled by or
to be controlled by a planned unit development, special use permit, or subdivision ordinance
within twentv-four (24) months. Properties not exempted by this section shall hereinafter be
referred to as “Covered Property.”

B. Permit Required. A tree removal permit is required for the removal of any tree located within or
partially within a Covered Property with a diameter at breast height of twelve inches (12”) or
greater. hereinafter referred to as a “Protected Tree.”

C. Protected Tree Replacement.
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Unless otherwise provided by this section, tree replacement or a fee-in-lieu shall be required
for the removal as follows:

: 1 (one) Replacement Tree per Protected Tree(s) being removed
Replacement Tree(s) >
must be planted on a privately owned property

Fee-In-Lieu Fee per Protected Tree(s) as provided for in Section 1-11-4.

a. Replacement and fee-in-lieu requirements shall not apply to the removal of a Protected Tree

if one of the following conditions is met, adequate documents verifying the condition are
provided by the owner to the Village, and the condition is verified in writing by the building
commissioner:
i. Nuisance trees
ii. Diseased or poor condition trees
ili. Undesirable trees
iv. Utility work
v. Emergencies
vi. Demonstrated hardship subject to approval of the Village Administrator
b. Replacement trees shall have a minimum diameter at breast height of two and one-half
inches (2 1/2") for shade trees and six feet (6°) in height for evergreen trees.

D. Replacement trees shall be planted prior to (i) close-out of the site development or building
permit, (ii) issuance of any certificate of occupancy, or (iii) within twelve (12) months of permit
issuance, whichever is earlier. The required fee-in-lieu will be collected as part of the permit fee
and held in escrow for up to twelve (12) months. If the required plantings have not occurred by
that time, the fee-in-lieu will be retained and deposited to the Tree Planting Fund.
¢. Replacement trees shall be maintained in good condition for a minimum of five (5) vears

from the date of planting. If the tree is removed for any reason except utility work, safety
hazard, emergency. or demonstrated hardship within five (5) years after planting. it must be
replaced with a qualifying replacement tree in the same location or at an approved
alternative location within six (6) months from the date of removal.

E. Penalties. Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be fined in accordance
with title 1. chapter 4 of this code. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute
a separate offense. Additionally, the requirements for tree replacement and fee-in-lieu payment
shall double for the removal of each Protected Tree without a tree removal permit.

SECTION 11: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 8 (as reordered), entitled “Maintenance,” is
hereby amended to read as follows:

12-11-8: MAINTENANCE:

A. The owner of a property shall be responsible for the maintenance of all landscaping and trees in
good condition so as to present a neat, healthy and orderly appearance, free of refuse and debris,
so it conforms to standards established within this code and anv approved landscape plan and
tree preservation plan for the property. This includes, but is not limited to, maintaining the
landscaping and trees at the appropriate height and the replacement of dead or damaged plants
and ftrees. Necessary replacement shall be made within the time period not to exceed one
hundred twenty (120) days after notification by the Village of Morton Grove of a violation of
this chapter.

B. All planting areas shall be kept free of weeds or plant growth that are noxious, detrimental to
the public health or are unsightly. This shall include planting areas within the property and
within rights of way.
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SECTION 12: Title 1, Chapter 11, Section 4 entitled “FEES FOR SPECIFIC PERMITS,
LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, AND SERVICES” of the Municipal Code of the Village of Morton

Grove is hereby amended as follows:
1-11-4: FEES FOR SPECIFIC PERMITS, LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, AND SERVICES:

A. A row pertaining Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 7C (as reordered) has been added to the fee
schedule as follows:

12-11-7C Protected Tree Removal Fee $300.00 Each

SECTION 13: The terms and conditions of this ordinance shall be severable and if any
section, term, provision, or condition is found to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason by a
court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining sections, terms, provisions, and conditions shall
remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 14: Except as to code amendments set forth in this ordinance, all chapters and
sections of the Morton Grove Village Code shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 15: This ordinance shall be effective from and after its adoption, approval, and

publication as provided by law.

Passed this 10th day of December 2024

Trustee Khan
Trustee Minx
Trustee Shiba
Trustee Thill
Trustee Travis

Trustee Witko

FEFFFT
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Approved by me this 10th day of December 2024

Attested and Filed in my office this
11th day of December 2024

e -

Eileen Scanlon Harford, Village ¢ferk
Village of Morton Grove
Cook County, Illinois

| A

Daniel P. DiMaria, Village President
Village of Morton Grove
Cook County, Illinois
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Community & Economic Development Department

Incredibly Close ¥ Amazingly Open
To: Chairperson Pietron and Members of the Appearance Commission

From: Brandon Nolin, AICP, Community Development Administrator
Anne Ryder Kirchner, Planner/Zoning Administrator

Date: September 24, 2024

Re: Appearance Commission Case AC 24-13
The Village of Morton Grove Environment & Natural Resources Commission requests approval of a Text
Amendment to Sections 1-9C-5, 1-11-4, 7-2-6, 7-2-8, 7-11-1 through 4, 12-11-8, and creation of a new Section
12-11-7, to modify and establish regulations relating to tree preservation and protection and to establish a
tree planting fund.

STAFF REPORT

Introduction

The Village of Morton Grove (“applicant”) is proposing amendments to Chapter 12-11 and numerous related sections to establish a
Tree Ordinance to help preserve and protect the Village’s tree canopy. Staff is seeking the Appearance Commission’s review and
recommendation of approval of the proposed amendment prior to consideration by the Village Board of Trustees. The proposed
amendment has been provided in Attachment A with proposed additions in red text and deletions are red-strikethrough-text.

The revisions establish a Tree Planting Fund, clarify public tree removal procedures, enhance tree protection requirements, establish
landscape and tree preservation plan requirements, prohibit certain invasive plant species, add species diversity requirements,
enhance planting requirements, and regulate the removal of select trees on select properties (with exemptions provided for certain
conditions outside the control of the property owner). The following summarizes the purpose of each section of the Tree Ordinance
in general terms.

1-9C-5: TREE PLANTING PROGRAM FUND
- Establishes a Tree Planting Fund including numerous sources of revenue and eligible uses.

7-2-6: REMOVAL OF TREES FROM PUBLIC PROPERTY
- Replaces language related to fines and penalties with a reference to fines established in the new Tree Ordinance and
the “Tree Technical Manual” which is maintained outside of this ordinance.

7-2-8: TREE PROTECTION (EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION)
- Ensures that tree protection and preservation plans are made part of building permit process

12-11-1: DEFINTIONS
- Establishes a variety of terms referenced in the Tree Ordinance that are not otherwise defined in the Village Code.



AC 24-13 - Tree Ordinance
October 1, 2024

12-11-2: GENERAL PROVISIONS
- Establishes that construction or reconstruction of floor area or exterior modification, including site improvements, trigger
compliance with landscape and tree preservation plan requirements.

- Requires that landscape plans and tree preservation plans must be prepared by licensed design professionals.
- Establishes requirements for foundation plantings not previously provided for in Village Code.
- Requires tree planting or preservation on yards abutting streets.
12-11-3: APPROPRIATE SPECIES AND PLANTING REQUIREMENTS
- Establishes guidelines for tree species diversity
- Provides an outside reference to species lists maintained outside of the Village Code.
- Revised tree size standards at planting to utilize diameter at breast height measurements.
- Establishes sight line triangle standard for vehicular intersections.
12-11-4: PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS
- Increases the frequency of tree plantings required for property lines to forty (40) feet.
- Establishes an explicit requirement of two (2) trees per double-row landscape island.
- Replaces a graphic defining sight line triangles with a similar graphic that is easier to read.
- Removed an outdated standard requiring fencing or masonry walls along public rights of way that conflicts with other
fence location standards.
12-11-7: TREES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
- Establishes exemptions from the Tree Ordinance for R-1, R-2, and R-3 residential zoning lots less than a half-acre.

- Establishes the parameters for tree replacement and penalties for violations to the Tree Ordinance.

12-11-8: MAINTENANCE
- Ensures that landscape plans and tree preservation plans are included in site maintenance requirements.

1-11-4: FEES FOR SPECIFIC PERMITS, LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, AND SERVICES
- Establishes a fee of $300 for the removal of a protected tree

Recommendation

If the Appearance Commission makes a motion to approve Case AC 24-13, staff recommends the following motion:

Motion to approve Case AC 24-13, a request by the Village of Morton Grove Environment & Natural Resources
Commission for approval of a Text Amendment to Sections 1-9C-5, 1-11-4, 7-2-6, 7-2-8, 7-11-1 through 4, 12-11-
8, and creation of a new Section 12-11-7, to modify and establish regulations relating to tree preservation and
protection and to establish a tree planting fund, as presented in the staff report for Case AC 24-13 dated
September 24, 2024 [or as modified by recommendation of the Appearance Commission].



AC 24-13 - Tree Ordinance
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Attached A

Draft Tree Ordinance






ORDINANCE 24-XX

APPROVING A TEXT AMENDMENT TO MODIFY AND ESTABLISH REGULATIONS
RELATING TO TREE PRESERVATION AND PROTECTION AND ESTABLISH A TREE
PLANTING FUND

WHEREAS, the Village of Morton Grove (the Village), located in Cook County, Illinois, is a
home rule unit of government under the provisions of Article 7 of the 1970 Constitution of the State
of Illinois, can exercise any power and perform any function pertaining to its government affairs,
including but not limited to the power to tax and incur debt; and

WHEREAS, the Morton Grove Municipal Code (“Village Code”) establishes certain
regulations relating to tree preservation on public property and tree protection during construction on
public and private property; and

WHEREAS, the Village continuously reviews and, as it deems necessary, updates existing
Municipal Codes to assure they are kept current and relevant; and

WHEREAS, the Village recognizes the services and function that trees provide as a collective
asset to the Morton Grove community and seeks to enhance regulations applying to trees on public
and private property to better preserve and protect the urban forest as critical infrastructure; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 12-10-2:E of the Village Code, the Appearance Review
Commission is provided the authority to review and make recommendations to the Village Board of
Trustees regarding amendments to Title 12, Chapter 11, entitled "Landscaping And Trees”; and

WHEREAS, the Village (“Applicant”), filed a complete Text Amendment Application to the
Village’s Appearance Review Commission under Case AC 24-XX (“Application”) requesting
approval of a Text Amendment to modify and establish regulations relating to tree preservation and
protection; and

WHEREAS, Village staff recommends that the Text Amendment includes modifications to
Title 1, Article 9C, entitled “Funds,” Title 7, Chapter 2, entitled “Tree Preservation,” and Title 12,
Chapter 11, entitled “Landscaping and Trees” to establish a Tree Planting Fund, clarify public tree
removal procedures, enhance tree protection requirements, establish landscape and tree preservation
plan requirements, prohibit certain invasive plant species, add species diversity requirements, enhance
planting requirements, and regulate the removal of select trees on select properties, with exemptions
provided for certain conditions outside the control of the property owner, which were made part of

the Application; and



WHEREAS, the Morton Grove Appearance Commission held a public hearing relative to the

above referenced case on , 2024, and at said public hearing, all concerned

parties were given the opportunity to be present and express their views for consideration by the Plan
Commission; and

WHEREAS, as a result of said public hearing, the Appearance Commission considered all the
evidence and testimony presented to it, discussed the merits of the Application, and made certain

recommendations through a report dated , 2024, a copy of which is attached

hereto and made a part hereof and marked as “Exhibit A”; and

WHEREAS, the Corporate Authorities have considered this matter at a Public Meeting and
find the Text Amendment, when evaluated in the context of the whole Village, serves the public good;
and

WHEREAS, the Village is desirous of assuring all policies are kept current and relevant.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE PRESIDENT AND BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE VILLAGE OF MORTON GROVE, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS, AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The Corporate Authorities do hereby incorporate the foregoing WHEREAS
clauses into this Ordinance, as though fully set forth herein, thereby making the findings as
hereinabove set forth.

SECTION 2: SECTION 2: Title 1, Article 9C, entitled, “Funds,” is hereby amended to

include a new Section 1-9C-5, to read as follows:

1-9C-5: TREE PLANTING PROGRAM FUND:

A. Creation, Management and Administration: There is hereby established the Tree Planting Fund,
to be held as a separate fund within the Village. The Village, by and through its Village
Administrator, shall be responsible for the day-to-day investment and fiscal maintenance and
management of the Tree Planting Fund. The day-to-day fiscal maintenance and management shall
be undertaken pursuant to the approved investment policies and practices used by the Village for
other similarly held funds.

The Board of Trustees shall manage, make recommendations, and from time to time reevaluate
the goals for the Tree Planting Fund, the Tree Planting Fund’s operating budget and projected
expenditures and revenue; the Tree Planting Fund’s funding and award policies and priorities; the
Tree Planting Fund’s program requirements; the Tree Planting Fund’s procedures for disbursing
funds; the monitoring of eligible activities funded by the Tree Planting Fund; and the evaluation
of Tree Planting Fund activities.

B. Purpose: The purpose of the Tree Planting Fund is to provide financial resources to maintain and
enhance the Village’s tree canopy by funding new plantings on public and private property and
Village maintenance activities. The Tree Planting Fund may provide financial support for a variety
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of eligible activities that promote tree preservation and protection and educate the public on the

care and maintenance of trees.

C. Sources of Revenue: The Tree Planting Fund may be funded from multiple sources including:

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

Private cash donations from individuals and corporations designated for the Tree Planting
Fund.

Payments in lieu of providing replacement trees as required by Section 12-11-7:C.

Funds from federal, state, county, and not-for-profit grant programs designated to fund tree
plantings and related activities.

Interest from Tree Planting Fund.

Budget appropriations, development fees, and other funds as designated from time to time by
the Board of Trustees.

D. Authorized Use of Funds:

L.

2.

Eligible Activity: Each eligible applicant shall demonstrate that the requested eligible activity
will advance and support the purpose of the Tree Planting Fund, as set forth in this section.

Eligible Applicants: The Village may make Tree Planting Fund grants available to developers,
not-for-profit organizations, homeowners, housing operators, and units of government for
eligible activities based on the priorities set forth in this article and on the eligibility guidelines,

program requirements, and process established and maintained by the Village Administrator.
The Village Administrator may develop and issue eligibility guidelines, program

requirements, and application forms for Tree Planting Fund grants. Eligible applicants may

apply to the Village Administrator for Tree Planting Fund awards for eligible activities.

Eligible Activities: The following tree-related activities are the types of activities that may

receive grants provided through the Tree Planting Fund:

a. Planting trees on publicly-owned property.

b. Planting trees on privately-owned property where said plantings will provide sufficient
public benefit to justify the expenditure of public funds.

c. Preserving and maintaining existing trees.
d. Educating the public on the importance of trees as critical infrastructure, tree maintenance

and care, and tree planting and pruning best practices.

e. Technical assistance to the Village in implementing its tree canopy objectives.

f.  Administrative costs associated with tree-related programs.

g. Any other activity that the Board of Trustees determines would address the urban canopy
needs of the community.

Review and Approval of Applications: All complete applications for Tree Planting Fund

awards shall be submitted to the Village Administrator. For application requests less than the

amount set forth in Section 1-8A-2:B.12, the Village Administrator shall make the final
decision to approve or deny the application. For application requests equal to or greater than

the amount set forth in Section 1-8A-2:B.12. the Board of Trustees shall make the final
decision to approve or deny the application. Applications shall be evaluated based on factors
including, but not limited to, availability of funds, impact on the tree canopy, financial
feasibility, allocation priorities, and extent of need.

Conditions: As a condition to any Tree Planting Fund award for any eligible activity, the
eligible applicant shall first, among other applicable requirements as established from time-
to-time by the Village Administrator, execute and record such agreements, conditions, and
restrictive _covenants, or other similar instruments, as shall be required by the Village
Administrator. Among other requirements, the conditions may bind the eligible applicant and
the property, if applicable, to the requirements of this article and provide that all awards shall
be used in strict compliance with the requirements of this article and the conditions of

approval.




SECTION 3: Title 7, Chapter 2, Section 6, entitled “Removal of Trees from Public Property,”

is hereby amended as follows:

7-2-6: REMOVAL OF TREES FROM PUBLIC PROPERTY:

No person shall, without the express permission of the director of public works remove a tree from
public property. The director of public works may impose conditions for the removal of said tree, and
may shall require that any tree removed by permit or otherwise be replaced with a tree or trees of
substantially equal size and quality or pay replacement and replanting costs in accordance with the

Village’s “Tree Technical Manual.” Any-person-whe-vielates-thisseetionshall payto-the Village-of

SECTION 4: Title 7, Chapter 2, Section 8, entitled “Tree Protection (Excavation and

Construction),” is hereby amended as follows:

7-2-8: TREE PROTECTION (EXCAVATION AND CONSTRUCTION)

To the greatest extent reasonably possible, all trees on public property or any tree located on private
property within the vicinity of a building activity area shall be protected with a barrier (fencing) of
size, material, and specifications made part of the building permit and approved by the building
commissioner. All owners, contractors and/or their agents shall follow the conditions, restrictions and
regulations in the Village's "Tree Technical Manual" established to prevent injury caused by
construction activities, and/or by the encroachment of construction vehicles, materials, and equipment,
to prevent injury to all trees on public property and/or any tree located on private property within the
vicinity of a building activity area unless the approved site plan provides for the removal or relocation
of the tree. The building commissioner or his designee may suspend any building permit or order a
stop to any construction activity on a site unless or until the requirements of this section are met.

SECTION 5: A new Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 1, entitled “Definitions,” is hereby inserted
to read as follows and current Title 12, Chapter 11, Sections 1 through 6 are hereby reordered to

become Title 12, Chapter 11, Sections 2 through 7:

12-11-1: DEFINTIONS:
COVERED PROPERTY: Properties not exempted by Section 12-11-7.

CRITICAL ROOT ZONE: A circular region measured outward from the tree trunk representing the
essential area of the roots that must, when possible, be maintained or protected for the tree's survival.
The root zone is one foot (1") of radial distance for every inch of tree DBH.

DIAMETER AT BREAST HEIGHT (DBH): Tree trunk diameter measured in inches at the height of
four and one-half feet (4 1/2') aboveground.

DISEASED: A severe disease or pest that is known to cause or is causing the death of a tree.

NUISANCE TREE: The following types of trees:

e Any and all species of Elm Trees that are infected with Dutch Elm Disease;

e Any and all species of Ash Trees that are infected with Emerald Ash Borer;

e Any tree, including its limbs, that constitutes an immediate or imminent hazard to persons,
property, or the general public.




PROTECTED TREE: Any tree located within or partially within a Covered Property with a diameter

at breast height of twelve inches (12”°) or greater.

TREE TECHNICAL MANUAL: Document maintained by the director of public works that

establishes standards and specifications for trees pursuant to Section 7-2-11.

UNDESIRABLE TREE: A tree that is of a species that is:

e Included in the "Chicago Botanic Garden" list of "Invasive Plants in the Chicago Region." as

amended;

Not well established for the climate of the region;

Likely to have a high mortality rate for the region;

Likely to become Diseased; or

Predisposed to structural deficiencies.

SECTION 6: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 2 (as reordered), entitled “General Provisions,”

is hereby amended as follows:

12-11-2: GENERAL PROVISIONS:
A. Review Required:

1.

The regulations herein apply to all properties designated below where a building permit is
required for construction or reconstruction of floor area or exterior modification, including
site improvements. The building commissioner may waive the review requirement provided
the project is deemed to have an insignificant impact on the appearance of the property:

a. Multiple dwelling developments in excess of two (2) units;

Business and commercial unit developments;

Industrial units and developments;

All planned unit developments and special uses;

All common, single-family subdivision developments, including streets, rights of way,
public areas and other general development features and models to be offered for sale;
Municipal and other public facilities and lands;

Construction, reconstruction, and expansion in floor area fronting on a street of© one- and
two- fannly remdenhal dwelhngs not 1nclud1n,q detached accessory structures Rot—iA—a

o0 o

g ™

AH—l-andseapmg—Landscape and tree preservation plans are to be rev1ewed by the appearance
review commission, and an appearance certificate by the commission granted, prior to the

issuance of a building permit;—exeeptfor-one—and-two-familyresidential-dwelings—which
reguire—a—buildingpermitfor—exterior—modification. For one- and two-family residential

dwellings covered under subsection g above, the landscape and tree preservation plan shall be
reviewed by the building commissioner ard/or his/her designee, and if deemed not to meet the
standards of this chapter, will be forwarded to the appearance review commission for their
review.

Landscape and Tree Preservation Plan Requirements: The requirements of this section shall
apply to all landscape and tree preservation plans. However, the building commissioner shall
have the authority to waive or modify the technical requirements of the section when in the
opinion of the building commissioner the waiver or modification will not adversely impact
surrounding properties, will not violate the intent or spirit of this title, and there are special
circumstances unique to the property or the development that would create practical
difficulties if the technical requirement of this title were imposed.

a. Landscape plans shall be prepared by a licensed design professional registered in the State

of Illinois, unless for single-family or two-family dwellings, and include:




1. The location and dimensions of all existing and proposed structures, property lines,
casements, utilities, parking lots and driveways, roadways and rights-of-way,
sidewalks, signs, refuse disposal areas, sidewalks, fences, electrical equipment,
recreational facilities, and drainage facilities.

2. The location, quantity, size and name, both botanical and common, of all proposed
plant material including, but not limited to, shade and evergreen trees, shrubs,
groundcover, annuals/perennials, and turf.

b. Tree preservation plans must be prepared by a certified arborist or licensed design
professional registered in the State of Illinois, unless for single-family or two-family
dwellings, and include:

1. The location, species, DBH and Critical Root Zones of all existing trees on the subject
property and adjacent rights-of-way;

2. Identification of Protected Trees as herein defined, all existing trees to be protected,
and existing trees to be removed on the property and adjacent rights-of-way;

3. The location and type of protective fencing to be placed on the property and adjacent
rights-of-way:

4. The location of Critical Root Zone areas and the types and locations of protection to
be provided to minimize damage to tree roots in such areas, such as wood chips and
exterior plywood;

5. A description of other required tree preservation procedures, such as root and crown
pruning;

6. The location, shape, and spatial arrangement of all temporary and permanent
driveways, parking areas, and temporary material storage sites and access ways; and

7. The location of any new utility services, including water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer,
gas, electric, telecommunications or any modification to existing utility services, that
may impact existing private or public trees.

B. Landscaping and Trees Required:

1.

n kW

All sites shall provide landscaped or sodded areas composed of the following minimum

percentage requirements:

Multi-family residential: Fifty percent (50%) of the required front yard.

Industrial: Fifteen percent (15%) of the total site.

Commercial: Five percent (5%) of the total site.

Within Village streetseape—improvement—eorridors—and-tax increment financing (TIF)

districts-improvement-areas: Eight percent (8%) of total site, the majority of which is to

be provided along street right of way.

e. Residential subdivisions, single-family, and two-family dwellings: For front yards and
side yards abutting a street, seddingand-foundation plantings are required. Foundation
plantings shall be planted in a landscape bed measuring no less than three feet (3°) in
depth. Plantings shall provide no less than fifty percent (50%) coverage of the landscape
bed, shall be installed across no less than fifty percent (50%) of the length of the facade
of the building, not including where driveways and walkways are located, and shall be no
less than eighteen inches (18”) in height at the time of planting. Required foundation
plantings may be waived by the building commissioner where such plantings are not
feasible.

One (1) tree shall be planted or preserved on private property per required yard abutting a

street unless inadequate space is available, as determined by the building commissioner. Every

reasonable effort must be made to retain existing trees in all development.

All parking lots shall be landscaped in accordance with section 12-11-3 of this chapter.

Retention or detention ponds and lakes shall be included under the term "landscaped areas".

The placement of trees in public parkways, areas, or rights of way adjacent to private property

is required where they do not exist already. Trees shall have a DBH trunk-diameter measured

six-inehes(6")-above-the-ground;-of not less than two and one-half inches (2 1/2"), and shall

be spaced not more than forty feet (40') apart. Surface areas shall be sodded or contain other
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harmonious and attractive treatments. Within—Vilage—streetseape—and—TH —designated
mprovement-are ees-shall have-aminimum-trunk-diameteroffourinches{4' Yatsixinche
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C. Landscape Design Standards:

1. Landscape elements included in these criteria are all forms of planting and vegetation, ground
forms, rock groupings, water patterns and all visible construction, except buildings and
utilitarian structures.

2. Where natural or existing topographic patterns contribute to beauty and utility of a
development, they shall be preserved and enhanced. Modification to topography will be
permitted where it contributes to good appearance and does not adversely affect adjacent
properties.

3. Grades of walks, parking spaces, terraces and other paved areas shall provide an inviting and
stable appearance for walking, and if seating is provided, for sitting.

4. Landscape treatment shall be provided to enhance architectural features, strengthen vistas and
important axis.

5. Unity of design shall be achieved by repetition of certain plant varieties and other materials,
and by correlation with adjacent developments.

6. Plant material shall be selected for interest in its structure, texture, color and for its ultimate
growth. Plants that are indigenous to the area and others that will be hardy, harmonious to the
design, and of good appearance shall be used.

7. In areas where general planting will not prosper, other materials such as fences, walls and
pavings of wood, brick, stone, ornamental gravel, and cobbles may shal be used. Carefully
selected plants as noted on the following lists shall be combined with such materials where
possible. (Ord. 07-07, 3-26-2007)

SECTION 7: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 3 (as reordered), entitled “Appropriate Species

and Planting Requirements,” is hereby amended as follows:

12-11-3: APPROPRIATE SPECIES AND PLANTING REQUIREMENTS:

A. Species Selection: Plant material must be selected for its form, texture, color, pattern of growth
and suitability to local conditions. The use of invasive species is prohibited. Invasive species shall
be those included in the "Chicago Botanic Garden" list of "Invasive Plants in the Chicago Region,"
as amended.

B. Tree Species Diversity: Diversity among trees is required to reduce the risk of losing a large
population of plants due to disease. If there are fewer than four (4) required trees, they may all be
the same species. If there are between five (5) and ten (10) required trees, no more than forty (40)
percent can be of one species. If there are more than ten (10) required trees, no more than twenty-
five (25) percent can be of one species. This standard applies only to trees being planted and not
to existing trees.

C. Street And Parkway Trees: All trees planted on public rights of way shall be species listed in the
Street and Parkway Tree List maintained by the Public Works Department. The director of public
works has the authority to determine the species of street and parkway trees.
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D. Required Trees on Private Property: Required trees planted on private property pursuant to Section
12-11-7 may not be of species listed in the Restricted Tree List maintained by the Public Works

Department.
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E. Tree Size:



1. All shade trees to be planted shall have a minimum DBH | %F&Hlediameter of two and one-half

inches (2- 1/2") g

feet (129 Heigl | iedd 5 s,
2. Ornamental trees shall have a minimum height of six feet (6') or DBH trunk-diameter of two

inches (2").

3. Evergreen trees shall have a minimum height of five feet (5').
Shrubs: All shrubs to be planted shall be of minimum speeified height of twenty-four inches (24”)
unless otherwise required by this Chapter. and-width-as-indicated-below—-with-a-minimumeffive
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G. Planting Requirements:
1. All trees shall be furnished balled and burlapped.
2. All shrubs shall be furnished balled and burlapped, or potted.

Lonobibe

4. With the exception of single-family residences, all landscaped areas shall be provided with an
underground irrigation system or readily available water supply with at least one outlet within
one hundred fifty feet (150") of the plant material or an alternate method to be approved by the
appearance review commission.

5. All landscaping shall be installed according to accepted commercial planting procedures.

6. All plantings shall meet or exceed standards contained in "American Standard For Nursery
Stock" (ANSI Z60.1 - 1973) as amended.

7. For all privately owned property, landscaping exceeding two feet (2’) in height shall not be
located within a 45-degree 10-foot by 10-foot sight line triangle at any point where a vehicular
access way intersects a driveway, alley, sidewalk, or other vehicular or pedestrian access way.
Where a driveway intersects an alley, the dimensions of the 45-degree sight line triangle shall
be determined by the distance between the garage and alley, to a maximum of 10 feet. If no
garage exists, the 10- foot by 10-foot sight line triangle shall apply.

SECTION 8&: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 4 (as reordered), entitled “Parking Lot Landscaping

Requirements,” is hereby amended as follows:

12-11-4: PARKING LOT LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS:

A. General Requirements: All paved ground surface areas that require landscaping shall meet or
exceed the following general landscaping requirements:
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1. Installation: All vehicle parking lots shall be constructed with continuous concrete curbing.
Placement of parking curbing shall allow for auto overhangs and sufficient space for interior
planting and required perimeter planting areas.

2. Planting: o et ¢

feet(5)-tal—Planting areas shall be water permeable areas of not less than thirty-six (36)
square feet and a minimum radius of three feet (3') measured in the direction of possible
vehicle encroachment from the center of the tree trunk to the near edge of the landscaped area.

3. Maintenance: All landscaping and trees provided on site and between the property line and the
continuous curbing adjacent to street frontages shall be maintained by the property owner in
accordance with the standards set forth in section 12-11-67 of this chapter.

B. Specific Requirements: All paved ground surface areas shall meet the following specific
landscaping requirements which shall be considered complementary to the landscaping provisions
of any Village of Morton Grove ordinance or resolution.

1. Required Landscaping Adjacent To Public Right Of Way:

1. Where paved ground surface areas are located adjacent to sidewalks-erpublic streets
or sidewalks, landscaping shall be provided between the public street or sidewalk and
the paved ground surface area. Said landscaping shall include a landscaped yard at
least five feet (5') in width containing a year round dense opaque screen of landscaping
three feet (3') in height, or an earth berm at least three feet (3') in height with a
maximum slope of three to one (3:1). Screening along public roads shall be maintained
at height of three feet (3').

2. Where paved ground surface areas are located adjacent to public alleys:

1. Landscaping adjacent to public alleys rishts—ef—way shall not be required
where all the parking spaces are screened from public streets by buildings,
affront the alley, and are within thirty feet (30') of the screening building.

2. For all paved ground surface areas adjacent to alleys not screened by
buildings, screening shall be required at five feet (5') in height. Said screen
may be comprised of any type of screen listed in section 12-11-4, "Screening",
of'this chapter. Landscaping shall say be at least three twe feet (3 2') in height
at the time of planting, but must grow to, and be maintained at, five feet (5').
All screens shall be erected a minimum of one foot (1') within the side or rear
lot line adjacent to the off street parking and/or loading areas. If space
becomes a problem, the screening may be installed on the opposite side of the
alley with permission of the affected property owner(s). If the required
screening is other than landscaping, the one foot (1') area between the
property line and the required screening shall be covered with an impervious
surface.

3. Where access to an alley is provided from an off street parking and/or loading
area, the height of the required screening on either side of the accessway shall
be thirty inches (30") for a minimum of fifteen feet (15') to provide adequate
sight clearance and the width of the interruption in the required screening for
the provision of access shall be equal to the width of the drive aisle as
required.

2. Required Landscaping Adjacent To Other Properties: Where paved ground surface areas are
adjacent to surrounding properties, landscaping shall be installed to screen paved ground
surface area from adjacent properties as provided below. Landscaping is not required if the
paved ground surface area is completely screened from surrounding properties by intervening
buildings or structures.
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3.

Where paved ground surface areas are adjacent to properties zoned exclusively for
residential land uses, all land between the paved ground surface area and the property
line, except accessways, shall be landscaped. Said landscaping shall include a buffer
yard at least five feet (5') in width, containing either berm, hedge, maintenance free
barrier or combination of the above at least five feet (5') in height, but not more than
six feet (6') in height. Where hedge of living plant material is used for a barrier, it shall
be thirty inches (30") in height at time of planting and shall attain opacity within
twelve (12) months under normal growing conditions. A minimum of one tree shall
be planted for each forty (40) linear feet of common lot line or fraction thereof.
Where the adjacent property is zoned for nonresidential land uses or where the
adjacent property contains a conforming hedge or wall, a minimum of one tree shall
be planted for each forty (40) eishty(86) linear feet of common lot line or fraction
thereof. Said tree(s) shall be installed in the buffer area adjacent to each of the
adjoining properties.

Internal Landscaping Regulations:

L.

2.
3.

Parking lots two thousand (2,000) square feet or less are not required to provide
interior landscaping.

All planting islands for parking lots shall be a minimum of forty (40) square feet.

All parking areas more than two thousand (2,000) square feet shall have internal
landscaping to channelize and define logical areas for pedestrians and vehicular
circulation and to provide areas for accumulation of snow. All interior landscaping
shall be protected from vehicular encroachment by curbing, wheel stops or guardrail
and should be raised above the grade of the parking spaces. Required internal
landscaping is as follows:

1. Parking areas two thousand (2,000) to twenty thousand (20,000) square feet:
A minimum of five percent (5%) of the paved area of the parking lot not
including buffer landscape areas developed around the parking lot.

2. Parking areas larger than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet: A minimum
of seven percent (7%) of the paved area of the parking lot not including buffer
landscape areas developed around the parking lot. Where practical, each
separate landscaped area shall contain at least one tree, and a tree shall be
planted for each one hundred (100) square feet of interior landscaping. For
double-row landscape islands, two (2) trees shall be required. Landscaping
dividing strips with or without walkways shall be used to subdivide parking
areas into parking bays. Each parking bay shall have a maximum of twenty
(20) spaces in an uninterrupted row.

Other paved ground surface areas exceeding five thousand (5,000) square feet such as
playgrounds, courtyards, etc., shall have two (2) square feet of interior landscaping
for each one hundred (100) square feet of paving. Each separate landscaped area shall
contain at least one tree, and a tree shall be planted for each one hundred (100) square
feet of interior landscaping.

Mixed usage of areas where a paved ground surface area is used for several functions,
such as a parking lot and a playground or playing field, etc.: The landscaping
requirements for parking lots will be applied to the amount of surface area used for
automobile parking, even if it is used for recreation as well. Landscaping requirements
for open space and recreational use will be applied to any surface area used for
recreation and not parking.

C. Sight Distances For Landscaping Adjacent To Accessways:

Intersection Visibility: Where an accessway intersects a public right of way, or a public right
of way intersects another public right of way, landscaping shall be used to define the
intersection; provided, however, all landscaping within the areas of cross visibility as
described below (subsection C2 of this section) shall be maintained at a level between two (2)
and six feet (6') from grade. Trees shall have limbs and foliage trimmed in such a manner that

1.
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no limbs or foliage extend into the cross visibility, provided they are so located so as not to
create a traffic hazard. Landscaping, except grass and ground cover, shall not be located closer
than three feet (3') from the edge of any accessway pavement.

Area Of Cross Visibility: The property located at the intersection of an accessway and a public
road or sidewalk forms a triangle with sides twelve feet (12') along the accessway and twelve
feet (12') along the public road or sidewalk. This area is measured from a point in line with
the smallest width of the accessway and the public road pavement line or the public sidewalk
pavement line nearest the parking lot. The third side of the triangle is formed by connecting
the ends of two (2) 12-foot sides.

SIGHT DISTANCE FOR CROSS VISIBILITY

AREA OF CROSS VISIBILITY
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D. Existing Developed Areas: All property with existing paved ground surface areas on the effective
date of this title shall not be required to conform to provisions of this chapter unless exterior
reconstruction, exterior expansion or exterior improvements on the property requiring a building
permit are undertaken.

1. No structure shall be required to be altered or moved, except during reconstruction, to meet
the provisions of this chapter.

2. When reconstructing, no existing parking area twenty thousand (20,000) square feet or less
shall be required to lose more than one out of twenty (20) parking spaces or three percent (3%)
of the parking areas, whichever is greater.

3. No parking area greater than twenty thousand (20,000) square feet shall be required to lose for

landscaping purposes more than one and one-half (1 1/2) out of twenty (20) parking spaces or

five percent (5%) of the parking area, whichever is greater.

4b. Tt shall not be necessary for any parking area to be reduced below the minimum standards set
forth in any other Village of Morton Grove ordinance in order to meet the provisions of this
section.

SECTION 9: A new Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 7, entitled “Trees on Private Property,” is
hereby inserted to read as follows and the current Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 7 is hereby reordered
to become Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 8:

12-11-7: TREES ON PRIVATE PROPERTY:

A. Exempt Properties. The requirements of this section shall not apply to municipal and other public
facilities and lands and zoning lots in the R-1 Single Family Residence, R-2 Single Family
Residence, or R-3 General Residence Districts with an existing single-family or two-family home
having less than 21,780 square feet (0.5 acres) of land area unless controlled by or to be controlled
by a planned unit development, special use permit, or subdivision ordinance within twenty-four
(24) months. Properties not exempted by this section shall hereinafter be referred to as “Covered
Property.”

B. Permit Required. A tree removal permit is required for the removal of any tree located within or
partially within a Covered Property with a diameter at breast height of twelve inches (12”) or
greater, hereinafter referred to as a “Protected Tree.”

C. Protected Tree Replacement.

Unless otherwise provided by this section, tree replacement or a fee-in-lieu shall be required
for the removal as follows:

1 (one) Replacement Tree per Protected Tree(s) being removed
must be planted on a privately owned property

Replacement Tree(s)

Fee-In-Lieu Fee per Protected Tree(s) as provided for in Section 1-11-4.

a. Replacement and fee-in-lieu requirements shall not apply to the removal of a Protected Tree
if one of the following conditions is met, adequate documents verifying the condition are
provided by the owner to the Village, and the condition is verified in writing by the building
commissioner:

1. Nuisance trees
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11. Diseased or poor condition trees

iii.  Undesirable trees

iv. Utility work

v. Emergencies

vi. Demonstrated hardship subject to approval of the Village Administrator

b. Replacement trees shall have a minimum diameter at breast height of two and one-half inches
(2 1/2") for shade trees and six feet (6°) in height for evergreen trees.

D. Replacement trees shall be planted prior to (1) close-out of the site development or building permit,
(11) issuance of any certificate of occupancy. or (iii) within twelve (12) months of permit issuance,
whichever is earlier. The required fee-in-lieu will be collected as part of the permit fee and held in
escrow for up to twelve (12) months. If the required plantings have not occurred by that time, the
fee-in-licu will be retained and deposited to the Tree Planting Fund.

c. Replacement trees shall be maintained in good condition for a minimum of five (5) years from
the date of planting. If the tree is removed for any reason except utility work, safety hazard,
emergency, or demonstrated hardship within five (5) years after planting, it must be replaced
with a qualifying replacement tree in the same location or at an approved alternative location
within six (6) months from the date of removal.

E. Penalties. Any person violating any of the provisions of this chapter shall be fined in accordance
with title 1, chapter 4 of this code. Each day that a violation is permitted to exist shall constitute a
separate offense. Additionally, the requirements for tree replacement and fee-in-lieu payment shall
double for the removal of each Protected Tree without a tree removal permit.

SECTION 10: Title 12, Chapter 11, Section 8 (as reordered), entitled “Maintenance,” is hereby
amended to read as follows:
12-11-8: MAINTENANCE:

A. The owner of a property shall be responsible for the maintenance of all landscaping and trees in
good condition so as to present a neat, healthy and orderly appearance, free of refuse and debris,
so it conforms to standards established within this code and any approved landscape plan and tree
preservation plan for the property. This includes, but is not limited to, maintaining the landscaping
and trees at the appropriate height and the replacement of dead or damaged plants and trees.
Necessary replacement shall be made within the time period not to exceed one hundred twenty
(120) days after notification by the Village of Morton Grove of a violation of this chapter.

B. All planting areas shall be kept free of weeds or plant growth that are noxious, detrimental to the
public health or are unsightly. This shall include planting areas within the property and within
rights of way.

SECTION 11: Title 1, Chapter 11, Section 4 entitled “FEES FOR SPECIFIC PERMITS,
LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, AND SERVICES” of the Municipal Code of the Village of Morton
Grove is hereby amended as follows:

1-11-4: FEES FOR SPECIFIC PERMITS, LICENSES, CERTIFICATES, AND SERVICES:

A. A row pertaining Title 12. Chapter 11, Section 7C (as reordered) has been added to the fee
schedule as follows:

12-11-7C Protected Tree Removal Fee $300.00 Each
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SECTION 12: The terms and conditions of this ordinance shall be severable and if any section,
term, provision, or condition is found to be invalid or unenforceable for any reason by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the remaining sections, terms, provisions, and conditions shall remain in full
force and effect.

SECTION 13: Except as to code amendments set forth in this ordinance, all chapters and
sections of the Morton Grove Village Code shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 14: This ordinance shall be effective from and after its adoption, approval, and

publication as provided by law.
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