
VILLAGE OF MORTON
ORDINANCE 23-07

AN ORDINANCE MAKING AMENDMENTS TO TITLE 10 OF THE MORTON
MUNICIPAL CODE REGARDING EXCEPTIONS TO YARD REQUIREMENTS

FOR PARTICULAR ZONING DISTRICTS

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the President and Board of Trustees of the
Village of Morton, in the State of Illinois, as follows:

SECTION 1: AMENDMENT “10-4-3: Building Height, Bulk, Lot
Coverage, And Yards” of the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-4-3: Building Height, Bulk, Lot Coverage, And Yards

A. General Application: No building shall be erected, reconstructed, relocated, or
structurally altered to have a greater height, lot coverage, or smaller open spaces than
permitted under the restrictions for the district in which it is located, except as
otherwise provided in this Title. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)

B. Exceptions To Height Limitations: All structural or architectural towers, spires,
cupolas, parapet walls, chimneys, cooling towers, water towers, elevator bulkheads,
stacks, stage towers or scenery lofts, mechanical appurtenances, structures, towers,
antennas, or other similar structures may exceed the general height limitations in a
zoning district only if a special use in accordance with the provisions of Section 10-10-
2 of this Title is granted. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no special use shall be
granted for a tower or other structure that can or will accommodate a personal wireless
service facility as defined in Title 13 Chapter 1 of this Code. Warning sirens are
exempt from any height limitation imposed by any other Sections of this Code. (Ord.
81-21, 8-17-81; amd. Ord. 00-52, 3-5-01; amd. Ord. 06-01, 5-1-06)

C. Open Space To Meet Requirements For One Property Not To Be Used For Another:
No space allocated to a building or group of buildings for the purpose of satisfying the
yard, open space, or lot area requirements of one property shall be used to satisfy the
yard, open space, or lot area requirements of another property. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)

D. Exceptions to Yard Requirements: Notwithstanding the yard requirements specified in
this Title, the following shall be permitted in the required yards in any zoning district:

1. Bay Windows, Chimneys, Eaves, Gutters, Balconies, Decks and Patios: One
story bay windows, chimneys, overhanging eaves, gutters, balconies, decks,
and patios projecting no more than twenty four inches (24”) into side yards
nor more than thirty six inches (36”) into front and rear yards. Down spouts or
any piped drainage may project into the front, side or rear yards a distance of
no more than one-half of the applicable setback.

2. Open Fire Escapes: Open fire escapes, providing they do not project into
required yards more than four and one-half feet (4 1/2’)
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E. Exceptions To Yard Requirements; Parking, Drives, Walks, Parking Lots, And
Garages: Notwithstanding the foregoing, the following shall be permitted in the
required yards:

1. Bay Windows, Chimneys, Eaves, Gutters, Balconies, Decks and Patios: One
story bay windows, chimneys, overhanging eaves, gutters, balconies, decks,
and patios projecting no more than twenty four inches (24”) into side yards
nor more than thirty six inches (36”) into front and rear yards. Down spouts or
any piped drainage may project into the front, side or rear yards a distance of
no more than one-half of the applicable setback. (amd. Ord. 07-22, 7-16-07)

2. Open Fire Escapes: Open fire escapes, providing they do not project into
required yards more than four and one-half feet (4 1/2’).

3. Noise-Emitting Mechanical Equipment: In residential districts or on properties
adjacent to residential districts, mechanical equipment emitting noise such as
air-conditioning compressors and similar equipment may be located in side or
rear yards but in no case any closer than twelve feet (12’) to the side yard
property line of the adjacent property, and in all instances so installed and
directed to be of minimum annoyance to the adjacent property. Back-up
generators may be located in side or rear yards but in no case closer than six
feet (6’) to the side yard property line of the adjacent property. (Ord. 78-31, 3-
5-79; amd. Ord. 98-4, 6-15-98)

4. ccessory Uses or Buildings: Accessory uses and accessory buildings or
structures are permitted subject to the following: (amd. Ord. 06-06, 5-15-
06)The garage shall not exceed twenty-four and one-half feet (24 1/2’) in
width or length.The new garage cannot be any closer to the rear or side lot
line than the existing garage and in no event shall its wall be closer than two
feet (2’) or its eaves closer than one foot (1’) from the side property line.They
shall be located within the required rear yard, and shall maintain a side and
rear setback of six feet (6’) in residential districts and ten feet (10’) in business
districts, or the distance of an existing easement, whichever is greater. (amd.
Ord. 06-03, 5-1-06)There shall not be a limit on the permitted number of
accessory uses per lot, except that only two (2) uses shall not be identical. For
purposes of this limitation, a gazebo shall not be considered a building.The
height of any building or structure shall not exceed thirteen feet (13’) or the
height of the primary structure, whichever is less. The area of any building or
structure shall not exceed 1.6% of the lot area to a maximum of four hundred
eighty (480) square feet. (amd. Ord. 99-42, 12-6-99)Any side or sides abutting
a street shall be screened as follows: at the time of construction (or if weather
requires, no later than six (6) months after construction), evergreens will be
planted which shall be of a variety which, at maturity, shall grow together
when planted ten feet (10’) on center, and shall be at least five feet (5’) in
height when planted. If the rear yard is completely enclosed by a privacy
fence six feet (6’) in height, then the landscaping screening requirement shall
be waived. (amd. Ord. 06-33, 11-6-06)The square footage of all uses
permitted hereunder shall not exceed sixty percent (60%) of the actual rear
yard.A patio or deck that is attached to the primary structure and which meets
the required rear yard setback shall not be considered an accessory use.
Should the patio or deck encroach into the required rear yard, subject to the



other requirements of this Section, it shall be counted as one (1) accessory use.
(Ord. 93-30, 3-21-94; amd. Ord. 98-4, 6-15-98)Notwithstanding the other
provisions of this Chapter, a driveway for a garage which meets the
requirements of this Section may be located as close to the side property line
as is allowed for the garage. (amd. Ord. 00-12, 7-17-00)

5. Garages: A garage may replace an existing garage and shall be allowed in
areas in which a reduced landscaped yard is allowed subject to the following:

avements:For access walks, drives, and parking areas not encroaching on the
landscaped front yard, such pavements shall be no closer than ten feet (10’) to the side
property line and eight feet (8’) to the rear property line in B-1 and B-2.For R-3, B-3,
I-1, and I-2, pavement shall be no closer than ten feet (10’) to the side and rear
property lines, except however, in the event the Village of Morton has approved a site
plan containing a shared drive to provide a common means of ingress and egress to
two or more parcels, pavement shall be permitted to the properly line along that
portion of the property line over which the approved shared drive lies.For B-3, I-1,
and I-2, if there are walks, drives, or parking areas that were built in compliance with a
lesser setback (but not as a result of a variance), then the setback for subsequent walks,
drives, and parking areas may be the same as that in effect at the time of the prior
construction.In all of the above cases, landscape screening shall be provided wherever
pavement is closer than the building setback line.For adjacent one- (1) and two-family
(2) residential structures, such pavements can extend to within five feet (5’) of the side
or rear property lines, and the landscape screening requirement is waived.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, one- (1) and two-family residential structures can only
utilize the portion of the drive in the front yard, even though encroaching on the
landscaped yard to partially meet the off-street parking requirements as provided in
Section 10-8-6 of this Title. Notwithstanding the foregoing, common drives as
recorded on plat to be shared by adjacent lots are permitted in side yards.No residential
driveway shall exceed twenty four feet (24’) in total width at the right-of-way line,
except where a three (3) stall or larger garage is constructed. Then, in such case, the
driveway may be thirty feet (30’) in width at the right-of-way line, and the side and
rear setback of five feet (5’) must be observed. At the right-of-way line, driveway
width may not exceed the width of the apron. (amd Ord. 05-31, 12-05-05)The
driveway, being the area of any residential property designed for vehicular ingress and
egress to and from the property, shall not exceed the limitations set forth in this section.
For the purposes of this section, a garage shall be deemed either a one-car garage, a
two-car garage, a three-car garage, or a sideload garage. A "sideload garage" for
purposes of this section is a garage which is attached to the principal residence and
contains one or more overhead doors which do not front a public street, road or right-
of-way. A "one-car garage" is a garage which permits the ingress or egress of no more
than one car at any given time. A "two-car garage" is a garage which permits the
simultaneous ingress or egress of two cars. A "three-car garage" is a garage which
permits the simultaneous ingress or egress of three or more cars. All driveways for a
one-car garage shall conform to the requirements and specifications set forth on Sheet
#1 contained in the Design Layout linked below immediately above the heading "1
Car Garage." All driveways for a two-car garage shall conform to the requirements
and specifications set forth on Sheet #1 contained in the Design Layout linked below
immediately above the heading "2 Car Garage." All driveways for a three-car garage



shall conform to the requirements and specifications set forth on Sheet #2 contained in
the Design Layout linked below immediately above the heading "3 Car Garage." All
driveways for a sideload garage shall conform to the requirements and specifications
set forth on Sheet #3 contained in the Design Layout linked below immediately above
the heading "Side Garage Attached." Garage Design Layout No driveway entrance
shall be constructed closer than thirty-five fee (35') to any intersection of residential
streets and fifty feet (50') to any intersection involving collector or major streets.No
more than one (1) driveway per dwelling unit shall be allowed. Circular driveways
shall not be permitted except for lots of a width of one hundred fifty feet (150’) or
more (meaning frontage on one street of at least that distance), or for lots of a width
less than one hundred fifty feet (150’) which were improved with a circular driveway
prior to June 1, 2020, and then in such instance one (1) circular drive per lot is
allowable, provided that the total driveway width of both openings does not exceed
thirty six feet (36’) and that any one (1) opening does not exceed twenty four feet
(24’). All circular driveways shall otherwise conform to the other requirements in this
Section. In addition, any property backing on an alley which is drivable may maintain
driveway access from both the alley and the fronting street. (amd. Ord. 00-12, 7-17-
00; amd. Ord. 05-30, 12-05-05)Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may
extend an additional three feet (3’) into the required landscaped yard setback. All
outdoor lighting in any business or industrial district shall be installed so that lighting
throw does not fall beyond any property line. (Ord. 98-4, 6-15-98; amd. Ord. 99-51,
03-20-00; amd. Ord. 02-26, 1-6-03)

F. Front Yards To Be Measured From Edge Of Proposed Right Of Way: Where the
street(s) upon which a property fronts is below the proposed right of way width, as
indicated on the Morton Official Map, the required front yard shall be measured from
the edge of the proposed right of way line which, unless otherwise indicated, shall be a
line parallel to the edge of the existing right of way and set into the property a distance
equal to one-half (1/2) the distance the existing right of way is below the proposed
width.

G. Drives, Parking, And Loading Areas To Be Surfaced: All drives and parking areas are
to be surfaced as follows:
For all uses except industrial uses, all drives, parking, and loading areas shall be hard
surfaced with bituminous concrete or concrete.For industrial uses, the traveled area
through the property shall be paved with bituminous concrete, concrete, A-3, or
equivalent.All other drives, parking, loading, and storage areas for which hard
surfaced paving is not required shall be graveled and maintained in a dust-free
condition.

H. Landscaped Front Yards Required: The required front yard shall be reduced in the
manner set forth in the regulations for the applicable zoning district within the territory
shown on the following map: Map of Area in Which a Reduced Landscaped Yard is
Allowed

I. Landscaped Buffers Or Screening Required: Newly established industrial uses
adjacent to or backing on residential or business districts, or newly established
business uses adjacent to or backing on residential districts, or newly established multi-
family uses adjacent to or backing on single-family uses, shall provide and
continuously maintain on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other similar
landscape device suitable to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses from

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/morton/ordinances/documents/1631566142_Ordinance 20-14 - Residential Driveways.pdf
https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/morton/ordinances/documents/1631290444_Reduced Front Yard Map (002).pdf


one another.

J. Obstructions To Visibility At Intersections Prohibited: On a corner lot, no obstruction
to visibility shall be allowed within a triangular area formed by the intersecting
property lines along the fronting streets and a straight line joining said lot lines at
points the following distances from the intersection of such intersecting lot lines for
types of streets as designated on the Official Map:

1. Twenty feet (20’) for local streets, and
2. Thirty five feet (35’) for all other streets. 

This provision shall apply to obstructions on and after September 17, 2001. (amd. Ord.
01-17, 9-17-01)

K. Minimum Square Footage For Single-Family Residences: Any building used as a
single-family residence shall contain on the ground floor eight hundred (800) square
feet of livable floor space.

L. Zoning Of Bona Fide Agricultural Uses: Notwithstanding the above, none of the
following regulations, with the exception of yard requirements, shall be applicable to
bona fide agricultural uses. This shall not be construed, however, as eliminating the
necessity of agricultural uses from applying for and obtaining the necessary building
and zoning permits prior to construction, alteration, or moving of buildings. No fee,
however, shall be required for a zoning permit for such bona fide agricultural uses.
(Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)

M. atellite Dishes: A satellite antenna dish, which is defined as a device used for the
reception of communications or other signals from orbiting satellites, is permitted in
districts zoned R-S, R-1, R-2, and R-3, subject to the following conditions:
Dishes mounted on the ground level shall not exceed a height of twelve feet
(12’).Dishes mounted on the rooftop or chimney of a structure shall not be greater than
two feet (2’) in diameter, and the highest point of the dish shall not exceed thirty five
feet (35’) measured from the top to the curb level.The dish shall not contain any
lettering other than that placed on same identifying the manufacturer and shall not
otherwise be used for the display of messages.Ground-mounted dishes shall be located
only in the rear yard and shall be subject to a ten foot (10’) setback on the rear yard
property line and a ten foot (10’) setback on the side yard lot line. If an easement
requires a greater setback than the foregoing, then the easement setback shall
apply.Ground-mounted dishes shall be reasonably concealed from the view at ground
level of adjacent properties on all sides, except the side to which the dish is directed to
receive the signal. On that side the view shall be obscured to the extent possible
without interfering with the reception of the signal. Fencing or landscape screening
shall be used for such purpose subject to the general requirements for same as
provided in other sections of this Code. Any landscape screening that is used must be
planted within six (6) months of the date of the installation of the dish and must be
continuously maintained. Any landscape screening that is used must be nondeciduous
and must be of a minimum height of four feet (4’) when planted. (Ord. 84-22, 3-4-
85)A ground-mounted dish shall be considered an accessory use. (Ord. 93-2, 5-17-
93)A satellite antenna dish may be used only if it is permanently affixed to the ground,
rooftop, or chimney of a structure. Satellite antenna dishes may not be located or
affixed to any movable object, including, but not limited to, motor vehicles, trailers, or
other movable objects. The use of a satellite antenna dish on a temporary basis is



expressly prohibited. (Ord. 84-22, 3-4-85; amd. Ord. 93-4, 5-17-93)
N. One satellite antenna dish is permitted in districts zoned MH, B-1, B-2, B-3, I-1, or I-

2. The satellite antenna dish may be located only on the rooftop or in the rear yard,
shall be subject to all other zoning requirements and restrictions, and shall be subject to
site plan review. (Ord. 83-4, 5-16-83)

O. wimming pools where permitted shall be subject to the following:
Each swimming pool shall conform to the requirements of an accessory
use.Surrounding each swimming pool, whether the pool be inground or above ground,
there shall be erected an enclosure fence which shall be at least five feet (5’) in height.
A wall of at least five feet (5’) in height is sufficient for one (1) or more sides of the
enclosure. A screened-in patio area completely enclosing a pool shall be considered
appropriate enclosure. 
All existing swimming pools that have an enclosure fence of at least four feet (4’) in
height and/or walls of at least four feet (4’) in height may remain in existence, and no
modifications are needed to same. In such cases, said fences or walls may be repaired
or maintained, but they shall not be replaced or moved from their present location.The
gates of the required fence shall be self-closing and have self-latching latches placed at
least four feet (4’) above the ground. The fence shall be so constructed as to not allow
a five inch (5”) diameter sphere to pass through the fence.No pool, the construction of
which is completed after the effective date of this Ordinance, shall be filled with water
of a depth of two feet (2’) or more until the enclosure required by this Section has been
provided.The enclosure required by this Chapter shall be installed around all existing
pools no later than May 1, 1992, subject to the provisions of Subsection 2 of this
Section. (Ord. 91-8, 7-15-91)They shall be maintained in a reasonable state of repair
and condition. Water shall not be allowed to become stagnant. (Ord. 13-18, 10-7-13)If
on July 15, 1991, there was a fence of at least thirty six inches (36”) in height located
around an existing swimming pool, then said existing fence shall only have to meet the
four foot (4’) height requirement if same is modified to said height prior to May 1,
1992. If said existing fence is not modified to four feet (4’) prior to said date, then it
must meet the five foot (5’) height requirement after that date. (Ord. 91-12, 2-3-92)If
on March 3, 1997, there existed a swimming pool which had been constructed without
external buttresses, but which otherwise met the definition of a swimming pool prior to
March 3, 1997, then the owner of the property where said swimming pool is located
shall have until May 1, 1998, to erect a fence on the property that is in compliance
with the provisions of this Section. (Ord. 96-39, 3-17-97)

P. Shipping Containers as Accessory Use: A semi-trailer, truck body, container,
manufactured home, or trailer coach shall not be used as a storage structure other than
as a temporary field office for contractors or on-site equipment storage on a permitted
construction site, or in conjunction with the sale of goods or the manufacturing of
goods by a business located on the site where such equipment is located. The use of
such equipment as a storage structure is expressly prohibited. A trailer coach may be
used by a bona fide not-for-profit organization in conjunction with the sale of
merchandise, provided such does not exceed once a year for a period of thirty (30)
consecutive days and is in a district zoned for business or industrial uses. Except to the
extent allowed for a bona fide not-for-profit organization, a semi-trailer, truck body,
container, manufactured home, or trailer coach shall not be used for the sale of
merchandise. 



A semi-trailer, truck body, or container may only be stored on a property that is used as
a truck terminal or has a special use permit for contractor outdoor storage. A trailer
coach or manufactured home may only be stored in a MH (mobile home) district.
(Ord. 00-57, 4-2-01) 

Trucks and/or shipping containers may not be stacked. This provision applies to all
districts where storage of truck and/or shipping containers is allowed, either as a
permitted use or a special use. (amd. Ord. 05-04, 5-16-05)

Q. A building permit (but no fee) shall be required for a play structure. With respect to the
location of a play structure, the following criteria applies:

1. It must meet the required six feet (6’) side and rear setbacks for accessory
structures. (Ord. 06-05, 5-1-06)

2. It must be placed in the rear yard.
If a structure does not meet all of the criteria of a play structure, it shall be considered
an accessory structure and shall be subject to all of the criteria of same, and a building
permit fee shall apply. (Ord. 05-41, 2-6-06) 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, no building permit fee shall be charged for any play
structure that the owner of the property upon which it will be located, elects to have
the structure considered as an accessory building. (Ord. 06-05, 5-1-06)

SECTION 2: AMENDMENT “10-5-2: R-S Residential Suburban District
And Planned Residential Development District” of the Morton Municipal Code is hereby
amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-5-2: R-S Residential Suburban District And Planned Residential Development District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. Single-family dwellings.
2. Publicly owned parks and conservation areas.
3. Agricultural uses of not less than five (5) acres. The permitted agricultural uses

are the growing of crops in the open and raising and feeding of stock and
poultry, including farming, truck gardening, apiaries, aviaries, mushroom
growing, nurseries, orchards, forestry, and fur farms and said use shall include
the necessary structures and farm dwellings for those owning or operating on
the premises.

4. Accessory buildings and uses.
5. Community residence. (Ord. 89-19, 2-5-90)

B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other
special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:

1. Public, parochial, or private elementary, junior high, and high schools offering
courses in general education.



2. Junior colleges, colleges, and universities.
3. Public or private country clubs or golf courses, but not lighted courses nor

driving ranges.
4. Cemeteries.
5. Churches, temples, convents, and monasteries, but only when located on a

collector, major road, or street as so designated on the Official Map of the
Village of Morton.

6. Utility and public service buildings and uses.
7. Planned residential developments, as defined in Chapter 2 of this Title, subject

to the review procedure and conditions as outlined in Section 10-5-8 of this
Chapter. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)

8. Day care centers and nursery schools. (Ord. 84-1, 5-21-84)
9. Outdoor recreation facilities. (Ord. 88-21, 4-20-87)

10. Borrow pits. (Ord. 86-23, 4-20-87)
11. Hospitals, sanitariums, rest homes, and retirement centers. (Ord. 88-27, 3-8-

89; amd. Ord. 08-19, 10-6-08)
12. Festivals [not exceeding one (1) week in duration] on property where a special

use for a public school offering courses in general education has been granted.
(Ord. 99-20, 9-7-99)

13. Wind energy conversion system, provided it is on a lot of a size of five (5)
acres or more. (Ord. 07-04, 5-7-07)

C. Required Lot Area and Lot Width: Every building hereafter erected or structurally
enlarged shall be on a lot having an area of not less than forty thousand (40,000)
square feet and a width at the building line of one hundred fifty feet (150’), except for
planned developments which shall meet the reduced requirements of Section 10-5-8 of
this Chapter or for lots of record which shall meet the reduced requirements of Section
10-4-4 of this Title. Any lots within one-half (1/2) mile of a livestock feeding operation
that is in operation at the time of the platting of the lots, must be one (1) acre in size.
(amd. Ord. 06-19, 7-10-06)

D. Required Yard Areas: Except as otherwise set forth in this section, Eevery building
hereafter erected or structurally enlarged within the R-S District shall provide or
maintain the following yard requirements, except for the lots of record which shall
meet the reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 of this Title and except for those
general exceptions to yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3 of this Title.

1. Front Yard: No building shall be erected or enlarged without providing or
maintaining a front yard of thirty-five feet (35’).

2. Side Yard: No building shall be erected or structurally enlarged without
providing or maintaining combined side yards of thirty feet (30’). No single
side yard shall be less than twelve feet (12’).

3. Rear Yard: No building shall be erected or structurally enlarged without
providing or maintaining a rear yard of twenty five feet (25’) unless the
exception set forth in Section 10-4-3(G) applies, and in the instance such
exception applies the required front yard shall be reduced to twenty-six feet
four inches (26'4").

4. Exceptions to Required Yard Areas or Special Required Yard Areas: The
following special provisions and exceptions shall apply in this district.

a. Fences: Ornamental fences, enclosure fences, and chain link fences



meeting the required conditions are exempt from the specific yard
requirements as noted. Except those fences specifically permitted
pursuant to the terms of this section, no other fences shall be permitted
within required yard area.

(1) Front Yard Fences:
(A) Front Yard Fences on Interior Residential Lots:

Ornamental fences not exceeding three and one-half
feet (3 1/2’) in height are permitted within the front
yard. Enclosure fences are not permitted in front
yards of interior lots.

(B) Front Yard Fences on Corner Lots: Ornamental
fences not exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’)
in height are permitted in either front yard. An
enclosure fence not exceeding six feet (6’) in height
is permitted in that front yard which the building does
not face, providing such front yard enclosure fence is
set back from the property line one-half (1/2) the
required front yard distance for that district or ten feet
(10’), whichever is greater. It is further required that
fences respect obstruction to visibility requirements of
10-4-3(I).

(2) Side and Rear Yard Fences: Ornamental fences and enclosure
fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted in
the side and rear yards. Chain link fences not exceeding four
feet (4’) in height are permitted in the side and rear yards.
(amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08)

b. Noise-Emitting Mechanical Equipment: Mechanical equipment
emitting noise such as air-conditioning compressors and similar
equipment may be located in side or rear yards but in no case any
closer than twelve feet (12') to the side yard property line of the
adjacent property, and in all instances so installed and directed to be of
minimal annoyance to the adjacent property. Back-up generators may
be located in side or rear yards but in no case closer than six feet (6')
to the side yard property line of adjacent property.

c. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an
additional three feet (3’) into the required landscaped yard setback

d. Landscape screening shall be provided wherever an exception exists
which allows pavement to be closer than the building setback line.

E. Driveways: Driveways shall be permitted subject to the following:
1. They may be within the required yard area, so long as such driveway

complies in all regards with the specifications set forth in the Driveway
Standards.  

2. No driveway shall be constructed closer than thirty-five feet (35') to any
intersection of residential streets and fifty feet (50') to any intersection
involving collector or major streets.  

3. No more than one driveway per dwelling unit shall be allowed, except
however if a property abuts an alley which is driveable the property may

https://s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/municipalcodeonline.com-new/morton/ADC/files/ordinance/1659371728_1631566142_Ordinance 20-14 - Residential Driveways-combined.pdf


maintain driveway access from both the alley and the fronting street.  
4. Circular driveways shall not be permitted except for lots of a width of one

hundred fifty feet (150') which were improved with a circular driveway prior
to June 1, 2022, and then in such instance one (1) circular drive per lot is
allowance, provided that the total driveway width of both openings does not
exceed thirty-six feet (36') and that any one (1) opening does not exceed
twenty four feet (24').

5. Common drives as recorded on play to be shared by adjacent lots are
permitted in side yards

6. For adjacent one (1) and two-family (2) residential structures, driveway
pavement can extend to within six (6) feet of the side or rear property lines,
and the landscape screening requirement is waived. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, one(1) and two-family residential structures can only utilize the
portion of the drive in the front yard, even though encroaching on the
landscaped yard to partially meet the off-street parking requirements as
provided in Section 10-8-6 of this Title.

7. They shall be hard surfaced with bituminous concrete or concrete.
F. Accessory Uses or Buildings: Accessory uses and accessory buildings or structures

shall be permitted subject to the following
1. They shall be located within the required rear yard.
2. They shall maintain a side and rear setback of six feet (6') for all lots except

corner lots. For corner lots the accessory building or structure shall maintain a
setback of twenty feet (20') for any side which abuts a street and six feet (6')
for all other sides.

3. They shall not be established within the territory of an existing Village of
Morton easement or other utility easement

4. There shall not be a limit on the permitted number of accessory uses per lot,
except that no two (2) uses shall be identical. For purposes of this limitation, a
gazebo shall not be considered a building.

5. The height of any accessory building or structure shall not exceed thirteen feet
(13') or the height of the primary structure, whichever is less. The area of any
building or structure shall not exceed 1.6% of the lot area to a maximum of
four hundred eighty (480) square feet

6. Any side(s) abutting a street shall be screened as follows: at the time of
construction (or if weather requires, no later than six(6) months after
construction) two rows of evergreens shall be planted which shall be of a
variety which, at maturity, shall grow together when planted ten feet (10') on
center, and shall be at least five feet (5') in height when planted, and which
rows shall be staggered or offset so as to maximize screening of the accessory
structure. If the rear yard is completely enclosed by a privacy fence six feet
(6') in height, then the landscape screening requirement shall be waived.

7. The square footage of all uses permitted hereunder shall not exceed sixty
percent ()60%) of the actual rear yard.

8. A garage may replace an existing garage and shall be allowed in areas in
which a reduced landscaped yard is allowed subject to the following:

a. The garage shall not exceed twenty-four and one-half feet (24 1/2') in
width or length



b. The new garage cannot be any closer to the rear or side lot line than
the existing garage and in no event shall its wall be closer than two
feet (2') or its eaves closer than one foot (1') from the side property
line.

c. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Chapter, a driveway for a
garage which meets the requirements of this subparagraph may be
located as close to the side property line as is allowed the garage 

9. A play structure shall require a building permit, and shall be a permissible
accessory structure subject to the provisions of this Section. 

G. Minimum Square Footage for Single-Family Residences: Any building used as a
single-family residence shall contain on the ground floor eight hundred (800) square
feet of livable floor space.

H. Building Height: No building hereafter erected or portion of a building structurally
enlarged shall exceed the following height limitations except for those general
exceptions to height limitations listed in Section 10-4-3 of this Title.

1. Churches: forty five feet (45’) for the main structure.
2. All other permitted buildings: thirty five feet (35’) or two and one-half (2 1/2)

stories. 
I. Satellite Dishes: A satellite dish, which is defined as a device used for the reception of

communications or other signals from orbiting satellites, is permitted subject to the
following conditions:

1. Dishes mounted on the ground level shall not exceed a height of twelve feet
(12')

2. Dishes mounted on the rooftop or chimney of a structure shall not be greater
than two feet (2') in diameter, and the highest point of the dish shall not exceed
thirty five feet (35') measured from the top to the curb level

3. The dish shall not contain any lettering other than that placed on same
identifying the manufacturer and shall not otherwise be used for the display of
messages

4. Ground-mounted dishes shall be reasonably concealed from the view at
ground level of adjacent properties on all sides, except to the side which the
dish is directed to receive the signal. ON that side the view shall be obscured
to the extent possible without interfering with the reception of the signal.
Fencing or landscape screening shall be used for such purpose subject to the
general requirements for same as provide don other sections of this Code. Any
landscape screening that is used must be plated within six (6) months of the
date of the installation of the dish and must be continuously maintained. Any
landscape screening that is used must be non-deciduous and must be of a
minimum height of four feet (4') when planted.

5. A ground-mounted dish shall be considered an accessory use.
6. A satellite dish may be used only if it is permanently affixed to the ground,

rooftop, or chimney of a structure. Satellite antenna dishes may not be located
or affixed to any moveable object, including but not limited to motor vehicles,
trailers or other moveable objects. The use of a satellite antenna dish on a
temporary basis is expressly prohibited.

J. Swimming pools: Swimming pools shall be permitted, subject to the following
1. Each swimming pool shall conform to the requirements of an accessory use



2. Surrounding each swimming pool, whether the pool be inground or above
ground, there shall be erected an enclosure fence which shall be at least five
feet (5') in height. A wall of at least five feet (5') in height is sufficient for one
()1) or more sides of the enclosure. A screened-in patio area completely
enclosing a pool shall be considered an appropriate enclosure.

All existing swimming pools that have an enclosure fence of at least four feet
(4') in height and/or walls of a least four feet (4') in height may remain in
existence, and no modifications are needed to same. In such cases, such fences
or walls may be repaired or maintained, but they shall not be replaced or
moved from their present location.

3. The gates of the required fence shall be self-closing and have self-latching
latches placed at least four feet (4') above the ground. The fence shall be so
constructed as to not allow a five inch (5") diameter sphere to pass through the
fence

4. No pool shall be filled with water of a depth of two feet (2') or more until the
enclosure required by this Section has been provided.

5. Swimming pools and their required enclosures shall be maintained in a
reasonable state of repair and condition. Water shall not be allowed to become
stagnant.

K. Fences: Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height shall be permitted in
the R-S District in areas outside of the required yard area. Ornamental fences and
enclosure fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height shall be permitted in the R-S
District in areas outside of the required yard area. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are not
specifically manufactured as fencing materials, such as rope, string, galvanized sheet
metal, plywood, corrugated metal, or the like. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain, or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are
intended for agricultural usage or for retaining livestock, such as barbed wire, chicken
wire, hog wire, wire fabric, or other similar welded or woven wire fabrics. It shall
further be unlawful for any person to construct a fence with slats of any material
(including but not limited to metal, fiberglass or bamboo) threaded through a chain link
fence. A direct path unobstructed from fencing shall be maintained between the street
and the gas meter and water meter electronic reading device.

L. Parking Regulations: It shall be lawful in this zoning district to park recreational
vehicles, campers, boat trailers and/or trailers on a driveway. In addition, it shall be
lawful to park a trailer which is not an enclosed trailer in the rear yard on an all-
weather, durable and dustless surface, such as an asphalt, interlocking concrete paver,
brick or cement pavement surface. No recreational vehicle, camper, boat or trailer shall
be parked in such a manner so as to obstruct, in whole or in part, a sidewalk, alley or
street. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to park any semitrailer,
pole trailer, tow truck, tractor, or truck tractor on any lot in this zoning district. It shall
be unlawful to any person to reside, even temporarily, in any recreational vehicle,
camper, or trailer in this zoning district. It shall be unlawful to park any recreational
vehicle, camper, boat trailer, or trailer in any manner not expressly permitted by this
section.

M.



SECTION 3: AMENDMENT “10-6-2: B-1 Professional Office District” of
the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-6-2: B-1 Professional Office District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. Home, regional, district, and branch offices not to include retailing,

wholesaling, trucking, manufacturing, or advertising signs or displays.
2. Offices for educational, fraternal, professional, and religious organizations.
3. Real estate and insurance company offices.
4. Offices of doctors, dentists, lawyers, architects, engineers, and similar

professions.
5. Offices for governmental agencies.
6. Medical and dental clinics, excluding animal clinics or animal hospitals.
7. Barber and beauty shops.
8. In the Old Morton Business District, living quarters above or adjoining a

business, not to exceed one (1) apartment. (Ord. 12-12, 9-4-12)
B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other

special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:
1. Hospitals and sanitariums, but not including animal hospitals. (Ord. 78-31, 3-

5-79)
2. Rest homes, nursing and convalescent homes, and retirement centers. (Ord.

78-31, 3-5-79; amd. Ord. 84-25, 4-15-85)
3. Churches, convents, and monasteries.
4. Financial institutions and banks.
5. Day care centers. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)
6. Living quarters above or adjoining businesses, living units to have a minimum

of 500 square feet per unit. If the property is located within the Old Morton
District as designated on the map in 10-8-9 of the Morton Municipal Code, the
Special Use requirement for living quarters does not apply. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-
79; amd. Ord. 92-15, 9-8-92; amd. Ord. 12-12, 9-4-12; amd. Ord. 15-16, 2-1-
16)

7. Borrow pits. (Ord. 86-23, 4-20-87)
8. Community activity center. (Ord. 94-13, 8-1-94)
9. Wind energy conversion system. (Ord. 07-04, 5-7-07)

10. Residential Treatment Center. (Ord. 07-37, 10-1-07)
C. Required Yard Area: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall

provide the following yard requirements, except for lots of record which shall meet the
reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 and except for those general exceptions to
yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3:

1. Front Yard: The front yard shall be equal to the building height but in no case
less than twenty five feet (25) unless the exception set forth in Section 10-4-



3{G) applies, and in the instance such exception applies the required front
yard shall be equal to the building height but in no case less than eighteen feet
nine inches {18'9").

2. Side Yard: The side yard shall be not less than twelve feet (12’) for each
building of two and one-half (2 1/2) stories, plus six feet (6’) for each story or
portion of story above two and one-half (2 1/2) stories.

3. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall be not less than eight feet (8’) for each building
of two and one-half (2 1/2) stories, plus four feet (4’) for each story or portion
of story above two and one-half (2 1/2) stories.

4. Fences: Ornamental and enclosure fences meeting the required conditions are
exempt from the specific yard requirements as noted.

a. Ornamental fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted
within the front yard. Enclosure fences are not permitted in front
yards.

b. Ornamental and enclosure fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height
are permitted in the side and rear yards. (amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08)

5. Pavement: Access walks, drives and parking areas not encroaching on the
landscaped front yard shall be no closer than 10 feet (10’) to the side property
line and eight feet (8’) to the rear property line. Landscape screening shall be
required whenever pavement is closer than the building setback line.

6. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an additional three
feet (3’) into the required landscaped yard setback. All outdoor lighting in any
business or industrial district shall be installed so that lighting throw does not
fall beyond any property line.

7. Noise-Emitting Mechanical Equipment: On properties adjacent to residential
districts, mechanical equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment may be located in side or rear yards but in
no case any closer than twelve feet (12') to the side yard property line of the
adjacent property, and in all instances so installed and directed to be of
minimum annoyance to the adjacent property. Back-up generators may be
located in side or rear yards but in no case closer than six feet (6') to the side
yard property line of the adjacent property.

D. Building Height: No building shall be erected or enlarged to exceed a height of two
and onehalf (2 1/2) stories or thirty five feet (35’), except for those general exceptions
to height limitations listed in Section 10-4-3. Buildings of up to five (5) stories or
seventy feet (70’) in height may be permitted as a special use subject to the public
hearing and other special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of
this Title.

E. Required Off-Street Parking And Loading: Required off-street parking and loading
shall be provided as outlined in Chapter 8 of this Title. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79). All
drives, parking, and loading areas shall be surfaced with bituminous concrete or
concrete.

F. Required Construction Area And Composition: A building which is erected or
enlarged shall conform to the following:

1. It shall rest upon footing or foundation. This shall not be construed to prohibit
pole buildings or post frame buildings if set in concrete.

2. It shall have sanitary facilities which comply with all other requirements of the



Morton Municipal Code. This provision shall not apply to those buildings
used exclusively for storage or warehousing.

G. Interstate Corridor: In the event the property is located within an interstate corridor,
then the required lot size, required yard area, driveways and parking areas, and
building height shall be as set forth in Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(B), (C), and
(D). The provisions of Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(G) shall also apply. (Ord. 94-
31, 5-15-95)

H. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established business uses adjacent
to or backing on property zoned in the residential districts shall provide and
continuously maintain on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other similar
landscape device suitable to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses from
one another.

SECTION 4: AMENDMENT “10-6-3: B-2 General Business District” of the
Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-6-3: B-2 General Business District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted as a “permitted use” in the B-1 Professional Office District.
2. Banks, savings and loans, and other financial institutions.
3. Book and stationery stores.
4. Camera and photographic supply stores.
5. Candy and ice cream stores, including stores where commodities are produced

on premises for sale exclusively on the premises.
6. Carpet and rug stores.
7. China and glassware stores.
8. Department stores.
9. Drugstores.

10. Dry cleaning and laundry pick-up stations.
11. Dry goods stores.
12. Electric and household appliance stores, including radio and television sales

and repair.
13. Furniture stores, including upholstery when conducted as part of the retail

operation and secondary to the principal use.
14. Garden supply stores.
15. Gift shops.
16. Haberdashery.
17. Hardware stores.
18. Hobby shops for retail of items to be assembled or used away from the

premises.
19. Interior decorating shops, including upholstery and making of draperies, slip

covers, and other similar articles, when conducted as part of the retail



operations and secondary to the principal use.
20. Jewelry stores, including watch repair.
21. Laboratories, medical, and dental research and testing.
22. Laundromats and dry cleaning machines with not more than three (3)

employees.
23. Leather goods and luggage stores.
24. Libraries and reading rooms.
25. Liquor, beer, and wine outlets.
26. Musical instruments, sales and repair facilities.
27. Office supply stores.
28. Paint and wallpaper stores.
29. Pet stores, but not including outdoor kennels or runways.
30. Photography studios, including the developing of film and pictures when

conducted as part of the retail business on the premises.
31. Post offices.
32. Public meeting halls.
33. Restaurants, tea rooms, and taverns (but not drive-in or drive-through

restaurants where food is provided to customers in cars).
34. Sales and display rooms.
35. Shoe stores and shoe repair.
36. Sporting goods store.
37. Supermarkets and retail food stores.
38. Tailor or dressmaking shops.
39. Telegraph, telephone, or utility offices.
40. Temporary outdoor demonstrations and exhibitions of merchandise primarily

for outdoor use.
41. Theaters (not drive-ins).
42. Toy shops.
43. Variety shops. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)
44. Printing and publishing having not more than fifteen (15) employees other

than office and maintenance employees. (Ord. 84-2, 6-18-84)
45. Bed and Breakfast Establishments. (amd Ord. 09-20, 8-3-09)
46. Esports cafes.

B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other
special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:

1. Any use permitted as a special use in the B-1 Professional Office District.
2. Automobile service stations and public garages, including new and used car

sales rooms.
3. Bus depots and cab stands.
4. Drive-in or drive-through restaurants where food is provided to customers in

cars.
5. Frozen food stores, including locker rental in conjunction therewith.
6. Funeral homes, mortuaries, and crematories.
7. Radio and television broadcasting studios and transmitting towers.
8. Restricted production and repair, limited to the following: art, needlework,

clothing, custom manufacturing, and alterations for retail only, jewelry from
precious metals, watches, dentures, and optical lenses.



9. Service, cleaning, or repair shops for personal, household, or garden
equipment.

10. Veterinarian or animal hospital without outdoor kennels or runways.
11. Food processing and retail sales.
12. Retail sale of automobile supplies and auto parts. (amd. Ord. 01-28, 11-5-01)
13. Restaurants, taverns, and similar establishments serving alcoholic liquors with

an outdoor eating, drinking, or seating area. (amd. Ord. 08-44, 4-20-09)
14. Car Washes. (amd. Ord. 13-31, 3-3-14)
15. Firearm resale shop. (amd. Ord. 17-03, 6-5-17)
16. Firearm firing range. (amd. Ord. 17-03, 6-5-17) Special Uses: The following

uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other special permit
procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:

17. Brew pub.
18. Craft brewery.
19. Winery.

C. Required Yard Area: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall
provide the following yard requirements, except for lots of record which shall meet
reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4, and except for those general exceptions to
yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3:

1. Front Yard: The front yard shall be equal to the building height but in no case
less than twenty five feet (25) unless the exception set forth in Section 10-4-
3{G) applies, and in the instance such exception applies the required front
yard shall be equal to the building height but in no case less than eighteen feet
nine inches {18'9").

2. Side Yard: The side yard shall be a minimum of ten feet (10’) for buildings of
two and one-half (2 1/2) stories or less, unless an existing adjoining property
provides no side yard, in which case the property need provide no side yard.
Ten foot (10’) side yard is minimum required side yard for buildings of two
and one-half (2 1/2) stories or less where buildings are separated. For
unattached building of more than two and one-half (2 1/2) stories, the side
yard shall be increased five feet (5’) for each story or portion of story above
two and one-half (2 1/2) stories.

3. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall be not less than eight feet (8’).
4. Fences: Ornamental and enclosure fences meeting the required conditions are

exempt from the specific yard requirements as noted.
a. Ornamental fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted

within the front yard. Enclosure fences are not permitted in front
yards.

b. Ornamental and enclosure fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height
are permitted in the side and rear yards. (amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08)

5. Pavement: Access walks, drives and parking areas not encroaching on the
landscaped front yard shall be no closer than 10 feet (10’) to the side property
line and eight feet (8’) to the rear property line. Landscape screening shall be
required whenever pavement is closer than the building setback line.  

6. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an additional three
feet (3') into the required landscaped yard setback., All outdoor lighting in any
business or industrial district shall be installed so that lighting throw does not



fall beyond any property line.
7. Noise-Emitting Mechanical Equipment. On properties adjacent to residential

districts, mechanical equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment may be located in side or rear yards but in
no case any closer than twelve feet (12') to the side yard property line of the
adjacent property, and in all instances so installed and directed to be of
minimum annoyance to the adjacent property. Back-up generators may be
located in side or rear yards but in no case closer than six feet (6') to the side
yard property line of the adjacent property.

D. Building Height: No building shall be erected or enlarged to exceed a height of two
and one-half (2 1/2) stories or thirty five feet (35’), except for those general exceptions
to height limitations listed in Section 10-4-3. Buildings of up to five (5) stories or
seventy feet (70’) in height may be permitted as a special use subject to the public
hearing and other special permit requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title.

E. Required Off-Street Parking And Loading: Required off-street parking and loading
shall be provided as outlined in Chapter 8 of this Title. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79). All
drives,, parking and loading areas shall be hard surfaced with bituminous concrete or
concrete.

F. Required Construction Area And Composition: A building which is erected or
enlarged shall conform to the following:

1. It shall rest upon footing or foundation. This shall not be construed to prohibit
pole buildings or post frame buildings if set in concrete.

2. It shall have sanitary facilities which comply with all other requirements of the
Morton Municipal Code. This provision shall not apply to those buildings
used exclusively for storage or warehousing.

G. Interstate Corridor: In the event the property is located within an interstate corridor,
then the required lot size, required yard area, and driveways and parking areas, shall
be as set forth in Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsections 7(B) and (C). The provisions of Title
10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(G) shall also apply. (Ord. 94-31, 5-15-95)

H. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established business uses adjacent
to or backing on property zoned in the residential districts shall provide and
continuously maintain on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other similar
landscape device suitable to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses from
one another.

SECTION 5: AMENDMENT “10-6-4: B-3 Highway And Service
Commercial District” of the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T



10-6-4: B-3 Highway And Service Commercial District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted as a “permitted use” in the B-1 Professional Office District

and in the B-2 General Business District.
2. All other retail stores, shops, and service establishments not permitted in the

B-1 or B-2 Districts, including those uses specifically mentioned below and
providing within enclosed buildings except as noted below, not however, to
include uses involving any manufacturing or processing except as expressly
permitted below.

3. Automobile supplies and auto parts.
4. Auto washing establishments.
5. Boat sales.
6. Bowling alleys.
7. Branch banks.
8. Catering establishments.
9. Clubs, lodges, fraternal and business organization meeting halls, and

recreational facilities.
10. Drive-in food, refreshment, and other business establishments servicing

customers in parked cars.
11. Dry cleaning and laundry establishments.
12. Earth moving and material handling indoor equipment displays and sales

rooms.
13. Exterminating shops.
14. Farm supplies (not to include outdoor storage of farm equipment).
15. Feed stores.
16. Garages for repair and servicing of automobiles and trucks (but not to include

outdoor storage other than vehicles awaiting repair or pick-up).
17. Machinery sales (not to include outdoor storage of machinery).
18. Motels and hotels.
19. Printing and publishing having not more than twenty five (25) employees

other than office and maintenance employees.
20. Roller rinks and ice skating rinks.
21. Service, cleaning, or repair shops for personal, household, or garden

equipment.
22. Sheet metal shops.
23. Storage, warehousing, and wholesale establishments provided carried out

within enclosed buildings.
24. Veterinarian or animal hospital without outdoor kennels or runways.
25. Welding shops.

B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other
special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:

1. Any use permitted as a special use in the B-2 General Business District.
2. Any of the foregoing uses where outdoor storage of products or goods used or

sold on the premises is a necessary part of the operation. 

In making its recommendation to the Village Board to permit special uses
involving outdoor storage areas, the Plan Commission shall require such



outdoor storage areas, except those for the display of sale items, be located at
least seventy feet (70’) from the nearest collector or major street, highway, or
interstate highway, as defined on the “Official Map” of the Village, and to be
so located on the site and screened from public view from such streets and
highways to the fullest extent possible. Such screening shall be by landscape
screening or by a screening fence appropriately located, and as defined in
Chapter 2 of this Title.

3. Automobile sales, including lots for the outdoor storage and display of new or
used automobiles.

4. Building material establishments for the sale of dimensioned lumber, millwork,
cabinets, and other building materials, provided no milling, planing, jointing,
or manufacturing of millwork shall be conducted on the premises.

5. Cartage and express facilities, including the storage of goods, motor trucks,
and other equipment.

6. Contractor’s or construction offices and shops, such as building, concrete,
electrical, masonry, printing, plumbing, refrigeration, and roofing, including
any related outdoor storage areas.

7. Earthmoving and material handling equipment, including lots for the outdoor
storage and display of such equipment.

8. Farm machinery and supplies, including lots for the outdoor storage and
display of new or used farm equipment.

9. Mobile home and recreational vehicle sales and storage, not, however, to
include the storage or parking of occupied mobile homes or recreational
vehicles.

10. Monument sales, including outdoor storage and display of monuments.
11. Storage and warehousing involving outdoor storage.
12. Outdoor recreation facilities.
13. Fuel sales (not bulk plants) except where retail sales are incidental to another

permitted use. (amd. Ord. 01-28, 11-5-01)
14. Lumber yards. (amd. Ord. 02-34, 3-17-03)
15. School bus storage yards and related buildings. (Ord. 13-07, 7-1-13)

C. Required Yard Areas: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall
provide the following yard requirements, except for lots of record which shall meet the
reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 and except for those general exceptions to
yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3:

1. Front Yard: The front yard shall equal the building height but in no case shall
it be less than forty five feet (45'), except that on the west side of Detroit
Avenue.

2. Side Yard: The side yard shall be a minimum of ten feet (10’) unless an
existing adjoining property provides no side yard, in which case the property
need provide no side yard. Where adjoining structures are not attached, the
side yard for a building of two and one-half (2 1/2) stories shall be a minimum
of ten feet (10’). For each story or portion of story above two and one-half (2
1/2) stories, the side yard shall be increased by five feet (5’).

3. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall be a minimum of twenty feet (20’).
4. Fences: Ornamental and enclosure fences meeting the required conditions are

exempt from the specific yard requirements as noted.



a. Ornamental fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted
within the front yard. Enclosure fences are not permitted in front
yards.

b. Ornamental and enclosure fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height
are permitted in the side and rear yards. (amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08)

5. Pavement: Pavement shall be no closer than ten feet (10’) to the side and rear
property lines. In the event walks, drives, or parking areas were built in
compliance with a lesser setback, but not as a result of a variance, then the
setback for subsequent walks, drives, and parking areas may be the same as
that in effect at the time of prior construction. Landscape screening shall be
required whenever pavement is closer than the building setback line. 

6. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an additional three
feet (3’) into the required landscaped yard setback. All outdoor lighting in any
business or industrial district shall be installed so that lighting throw does not
fall beyond any property line.

7. Noise-Emitting Mechanical Equipment. On properties adjacent to residential
districts, mechanical equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment may be located in side or rear yards but in
no case any closer than twelve feet (12') to the side yard property line of the
adjacent property, and in all instances so installed and directed to be of
minimum annoyance to the adjacent property. Back-up generators may be
located in side or rear yards but in no case closer than six feet (6') to the side
yard property line of the adjacent property

D. Building Height: No building shall be erected or enlarged to exceed a height of two
and one-half (2 1/2) stories or thirty five feet (35’) except for those general exceptions
to height limitations listed in Section 10-4-3. Buildings of up to five (5) stories or
seventy feet (70’) in height may be permitted as a special use subject to the public
hearing and other special permit requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title.

E. Required Off-Street Parking And Loading: Off-street parking and loading shall be
provided as outlined in Chapter 8 of this Title. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)

F. Required Construction Area And Composition: A building which is erected or
enlarged shall conform to the following:

1. It shall rest upon footing or foundation. This shall not be construed to prohibit
pole buildings or post frame buildings if set in concrete.

2. It shall have sanitary facilities which comply with all other requirements of the
Morton Municipal Code. This provision shall not apply to those buildings
used exclusively for storage or warehousing.

G. Interstate Corridor: In the event the property is located within an interstate corridor,
then the required lot size and required yard area size shall be as set forth in Title 10,
Chapter 4, Subsection 7(B) and (C). The provisions of Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsection
7(G) shall also apply. (Ord. 94-31, 5-15-95)

H. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established business uses adjacent
to or backing on property zoned in the residential districts shall provide and
continuously maintain on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other similar
landscape device suitable to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses from



one another.

I. Accessory Buildings: Accessory buildings or structures shall be permitted subject to
the following

1. They shall be located within the required rear yard.
2. They shall maintain a side and rear setback of six feet (6') for all lots except

corner lots. For corner lots the accessory building or structure shall maintain a
setback of twenty feet (20') for any side which abuts a street and six feet (6')
for all other sides.

3. They shall not be established within the territory of an existing Village of
Morton easement or other utility easement

4. There shall be no more than one accessory building or structure on any lot in
this zoning district.

5. The height of any accessory building or structure shall not exceed thirteen feet
(13') or the height of the primary structure, whichever is less. The area of any
building or structure shall not exceed 1.6% of the lot area to a maximum of
four hundred eighty (480) square feet

6. Any side(s) abutting a street shall be screened as follows: at the time of
construction (or if weather requires, no later than six(6) months after
construction) one row of evergreens shall be planted which shall be of a
variety which, at maturity, shall grow together when planted ten feet (10') on
center, and shall be at least five feet (5') in height when planted. If the rear
yard is completely enclosed by a privacy fence six feet (6') in height, then the
landscape screening requirement shall be waived. The landscape screening
shall be continuously maintained continuously until such time as the accessory
building or structure is removed from the premises.

SECTION 6: AMENDMENT “10-7-2: I-1 Restricted Industrial District” of
the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-7-2: I-1 Restricted Industrial District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. Light manufacturing, fabricating, assembling, packaging, repairing, servicing,

and processing of materials, goods, and products provided entirely within
enclosed buildings.

2. Agricultural implement service and sales lots.
3. Bottling plants, creameries, or dairies.
4. Research and testing laboratories.
5. Public utility stations, distribution centers, and regulator stations.
6. Wholesale outlets, storage, and warehousing. (amd. Ord. 02-34, 3-17-03)

B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other



special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title: (Ord. 78-
31, 3-5-79)

1. Any use not listed above which is permitted as a “permitted use” or a “special
use” in the B-1, B-2, or B-3 districts, except a community activity center.
(Ord. 94-13, 8-1-94)

2. Storage, sale, distribution, or primary usage of explosive, highly flammable,
highly toxic, or radioactive materials.

3. Bus or truck garages and storage yards.
4. Open air storage, including automobile wrecking yards. In making its

recommendation to the Village Board to permit special uses involving outdoor
storage areas, the Plan Commission shall require such outdoor storage areas,
except those for the display of sale items, be located at least seventy feet (70’)
from the nearest collector or major street, highway, or interstate highway as
defined on the “Official Map” of the Village, and be so located on the site and
screened from public view from such streets and highways to the fullest extent
possible. Such screening shall be by landscape screening or by a screening
fence appropriately located, and as defined in Chapter 2 of this Title.

5. Airports and landing strips.
6. Wind energy conversion system. (Ord. 07-04, 5-7-07)
7. Firearm resale shop. (amd. Ord. 17-03, 6-5-17)
8. Firearm firing range. (amd. Ord. 17-03, 6-5-17)

C. Required Yard Areas: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall
provide the following yard requirements, except for lots of record which shall meet the
reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 and except for those general exceptions to
yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3.

1. Front Yard: The front yard shall be twice the height of the portion of the
building nearest the street line but in no case less than sixty feet (60’).

2. Side Yard: The side yard shall not be less than forty feet (40’).
3. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall not be less than forty feet (40’).
4. Exceptions To Side And Rear Yard Requirements: Where either side or rear

property line is adjacent to a railroad spur to be used for loading or unloading
directly to or from a building, no side or rear yard shall be required in those
instances. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)

5. Fences And Lighting: Industrial security fences only and lighting shall be
allowed on the side and rear yard property lines except where the side or rear
yard property line is adjacent to a street or highway, except that this provision
shall not apply to any requirements of a special use under Subsection (B) of
this Section. Any lighting erected pursuant to the provisions of this Section
shall be such that it does not flash, scintillate, move, or otherwise create a
hazardous or annoying glare. (Ord. 79-44, 4-21-80)

6. Pavement: Pavement shall be no closer than ten feet (10’) to the side and rear
property lines. In the event walks, drives, or parking areas were built in
compliance with a lesser setback, but not as a result of a variance, then the
setback for subsequent walks, drives, and parking areas may be the same as
that in effect at the time of prior construction. Landscape screening shall be
required whenever pavement is closer than the building setback line.  

7. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an additional three



feet (3') into the required landscaped yard setback., All outdoor lighting in any
business or industrial district shall be installed so that lighting throw does not
fall beyond any property line.

8. Noise-Emitting Mechanical Equipment. On properties adjacent to residential
districts, mechanical equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment may be located in side or rear yards but in
no case any closer than twelve feet (12') to the side yard property line of the
adjacent property, and in all instances so installed and directed to be of
minimum annoyance to the adjacent property. Back-up generators may be
located in side or rear yards but in no case closer than six feet (6') to the side
yard property line of the adjacent property

D. Building Height: No building shall be erected or enlarged to exceed seventy feet (70’)
in height, except for those general exceptions to height limitations listed in Section 10-
4-3.

E. Required Off-Street Parking And Loading: Required off-street parking and loading
shall be provided as outlined in Chapter 8 of this Title. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79). The
travelled area through the property shall be paved with bituminous concrete, concrete,
A-3 or equivalent. All other drives, parking, loading and storage areas for which hard
surfaced paving is not required shall be graveled and maintained in a dust-free
condition.

F. Interstate Corridor: Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, in the event the property
is located within an interstate corridor, then with respect to rear yards, the provisions of
Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(C)3 shall apply. With respect to required lot size, the
provisions of Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(B) shall apply. The provisions of Title
10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(G) shall also apply. (Ord. 94-31, 5-15-95)

G. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established industrial uses adjacent
to or backing on property zoned in the residential or business districts shall provide
and continuously maintain on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other
similar landscape device suitable to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses
from one another.

SECTION 7: AMENDMENT “10-7-3: I-2 General Industrial District” of the
Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-7-3: I-2 General Industrial District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. All uses permitted as “permitted uses” in the I-1 District
2. Any manufacturing, fabricating, assembling, and processing of materials and

products not permitted in the I-1 District but which do not exceed the
industrial performances standards included in this Section, except that uses
permitted in the I-1 District as “special uses” shall be permitted in the I-2



District only as special uses. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)
3. Motor freight terminals. (Ord. 79-28, 10-1-79)

B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other
special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:

1. Uses permitted in the I-1 District as “special uses.”
2. Manufacturing or processing requiring large quantities of water, producing

large quantities of waste materials, or which involve the disposal into public
sewers of any quantities of toxic, noxious, corrosive, or explosive materials, or
otherwise hazardous materials.

3. Extraction and processing of stone, sand, and gravel, including the necessary
processing and loading equipment and structures.

4. Processing of animal and vegetable products such as tanneries, distilleries,
breweries, rendering plants, plants for the production of glue, soap, paint, or
varnish.

5. Manufacturing of coal, tar, petroleum, and asphalt products. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-
79)

6. A motor freight terminal with employee sleeping accommodations. (Ord. 82-
32, 4-4-83)

C. Required Yard Areas: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall
provide the following yard requirements except for lots of record which shall meet the
reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 and except for those general exceptions to
yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3.

1. Front Yard: The front yard shall be twice the height of the portion of the
building nearest the street line but in no case less than sixty feet (60’).

2. Side Yard: The side yard shall not be less than forty feet (40’).
3. Rear Yard: The rear yard shall not be less than forty feet (40’). (Ord. 78-31, 3-

5-79)
4. Fences And Lighting: Industrial security fences only and lighting shall be

allowed in the side and rear yard property lines except where the side or rear
property line is adjacent to a street or highway, except that this provision shall
not apply to any requirements of a special use under Subsection 10-7-3(B).
Any lighting erected pursuant to the provisions of this Section shall be such
that it does not flash, scintillate, move, or otherwise create a hazardous or
annoying glare. (Ord. 79-45, 4-21-80)

5. Pavement: Pavement shall be no closer than ten feet (10’) to the side and rear
property lines. In the event walks, drives, or parking areas were built in
compliance with a lesser setback, but not as a result of a variance, then the
setback for subsequent walks, drives, and parking areas may be the same as
that in effect at the time of prior construction. Landscape screening shall be
required whenever pavement is closer than the building setback line.  

6. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an additional three
feet (3') into the required landscaped yard setback., All outdoor lighting in any
business or industrial district shall be installed so that lighting throw does not
fall beyond any property line.

7. Noise-Emitting Mechanical Equipment. On properties adjacent to residential
districts, mechanical equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning
compressors and similar equipment emitting noise such as air-conditioning



compressors and similar equipment may be located in side or rear yards but in
no case any closer than twelve feet (12') to the side yard property line of the
adjacent property, and in all instances so installed and directed to be of
minimum annoyance to the adjacent property. Back-up generators may be
located in side or rear yards but in no case closer than six feet (6') to the side
yard property line of the adjacent property.

D. Building Height: No building shall be erected or enlarged to exceed seventy feet (70’)
in height.

E. Required Off-Street Parking And Loading: Required off-street parking and loading
shall be provided as outlined in Chapter 8 of this Title. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79). The
travelled area through the property shall be paved with bituminous concrete, concrete,
A-3 or equivalent. All other drives, parking, loading and storage areas for which hard
surfaced paving is not required shall be graveled and maintained in a dust-free
condition.

F. Interstate Corridor: Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions, in the event the property
is located within an interstate corridor, then with respect to rear yards, the provisions of
Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(C)3 shall apply. With respect to required lot size, the
provisions of Title 10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(B) shall apply. The provisions of Title
10, Chapter 4, Subsection 7(G) shall also apply. (Ord. 94-31, 5-15-95)

G. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established industrial uses adjacent
to or backing on property zoned in the residential or business districts shall provide
and continuously maintain on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other
similar landscape device suitable to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses
from one another.

SECTION 8: AMENDMENT “10-5-4: R-2 Two-Family And Planned
Residential Development District” of the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-5-4: R-2 Two-Family And Planned Residential Development District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. Any use indicated as a “permitted use” in the R-1 One-Family and Planned

Residential Development District.
2. Two (2)-family dwellings.
3. Accessory buildings and uses. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)
4. Community residence. (Ord. 89-19, 2-5-90)

B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other
special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:

1. Any use permitted as a special use in the R-1 One-Family and Planned
Residential Development District. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)

2. Community activity center. (Ord. 94-13, 8-1-94)



3. Two (2) duplexes on one (1) lot. (Ord. 99-34, 11-1-99)
4. Supported Living Facility (Ord. 14-32, 12-15-14)
5. Supported Living Facility With Limited Commercial Use. (Ord. 14-32, 12-15-

14)
C. Required Lot Area And Lot Width: Every building hereafter erected or structurally

enlarged shall be on a lot of the following minimum area and width:
1. Interior lot one (1)-family dwellings hereafter erected or structurally enlarged

shall be on a lot of not less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square
feet and not less than seventy five feet (75’) width as measured at the building
line. Corner lot one (1) -family dwellings shall be on a lot of not less than nine
thousand five hundred (9,500) square feet and not less than ninety five feet
(95’) width as measured at the building line.

2. Interior lot two (2)-family dwellings hereafter erected or structurally enlarged
shall be on a lot of not less than ten thousand (10,000) square feet and not less
than one hundred feet (100’) width as measured at the building line. Corner lot
two (2)-family dwellings shall be on a lot of not less than twelve thousand
(12,000) square feet and a minimum width at the building line of one hundred
twenty feet (120’).

3. The above requirements for lot area shall not apply to planned residential
developments which shall meet the requirements of Section 10-5-8 of this
Chapter or for lots of record which shall meet the reduced requirements of
Section 10-4-4 of this Title.

4. For lots where a special use for two (2)- family dwellings has been granted, an
interior lot must be twenty thousand (20,000) square feet with not less than
one hundred feet (100’) width as measured at the building line and a corner lot
shall be not less than twenty four thousand (24,000) square feet with a
minimum width of one hundred twenty feet (120’) as measured at the building
line. On either type of lot, duplexes must be at least fourteen feet (14’) apart.
(Ord. 99-34, 11-1-99)

5. Any lots within one-half (1/2) mile of a livestock feeding operation that is in
operation at the time of the platting of the lots, must be one (1) acre in size.
(amd. Ord. 06-19, 7-10-06)

D. Required Yard Areas: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall
provide or maintain the following yard requirements, except for lots of record which
shall meet the reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 of this Title and except for those
general exceptions to yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3 of this Title.

1. Front Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining a
front yard of thirty five feet (35’) unless the depth of the lot is less than one
hundred thirty five feet (135’) in which case the front yard shall be no less
than twenty five feet (25’). In the event the building is constructed in an
established area on one side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets
that is improved with buildings that have observed a front yard depth which is
less than the thirty five feet (35’) or twenty five feet (25’) requirement, then in
such established districts the front yard depth may be the same as, but no less
than, the building immediately adjacent to either side of the proposed building.

2. Side Yard: No building shall be erected or enlarged without providing or
maintaining combined side yards of twenty feet (20’) or twenty percent (20%)



of the lot width as measured at the building line, whichever is less; no single
side yard shall be less than seven feet (7’).

3. Rear Yard: No building shall be erected or enlarged without providing or
maintaining a rear yard of twenty five feet (25’).

4. Fences: Ornamental fences, enclosure fences, and chain link fences meeting
the required conditions are exempt from the specific yard requirements as
noted. Except those fences specifically permitted pursuant to the terms of this
section, no other fences shall be permitted within the required yard area.

a. Front Yard Fences:
(1) Front Yard Fences on Interior Residential Lots: Ornamental

fences not exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height
are permitted within the front yard. Enclosure fences are not
permitted in front yards of interior lots.

(2) Front Yard Fences on Corner Lots: Ornamental fences not
exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height are
permitted in either front yard. An enclosure fence not
exceeding six feet (6’) in height is permitted in that front yard
which the building does not face, providing such front yard
enclosure fence is set back from the property line one-half
(1/2) the required front yard distance for that district or ten
feet (10’), whichever is greater. It is further required that
fences respect obstruction to visibility requirements of 10-4-
3(I).

b. Side and Rear Yard Fences: Ornamental fences and enclosure fences
not exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted in the side and rear
yards. Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height are
permitted in the side and rear yards. (amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08)

E. Building Height: No building hereafter erected or portion of a building structurally
enlarged shall exceed the following height limitations, except for these general
exceptions to height limitations listed in Section 10-4-3 of this Title:

1. Churches: forty five feet (45’) for the main structure.
2. All other permitted buildings: thirty five feet (35’) or two and one-half (2 1/2)

stories. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79)
F. Driveways: Driveways shall be permitted subject to the following:

1. They may be within the required yard area, so long as such driveway
complies in all regards with the specifications set forth in the Driveway
Standards.

2. No driveway shall be constructed closer than thirty-five feet (35') to any
intersection of residential streets and fifty feet (50') to any intersection
involving collector or major streets.

3. No more than one driveway per dwelling unit shall be allowed, except
however if a property abuts an alley which is driveable the property may
maintain driveway access from both the alley and the fronting street.

4. Circular driveways shall not be permitted except for lots of a width of one
hundred fifty feet (150') which were improved with a circular driveway prior
to June 1, 2022, and then in such instance one (1) circular drive per lot is
allowance, provided that the total driveway width of both openings does not



exceed thirty-six feet (36') and that any one (1) opening does not exceed
twenty four feet (24').

5. Common drives as recorded on play to be shared by adjacent lots are
permitted in side yards

6. For adjacent one (1) and two-family (2) residential structures, driveway
pavement can extend to within six (6) feet of the side or rear property lines,
and the landscape screening requirement is waived. Notwithstanding the
foregoing, one(1) and two-family residential structures can only utilize the
portion of the drive in the front yard, even though encroaching on the
landscaped yard to partially meet the off-street parking requirements as
provided in Section 10-8-6 of this Title.

7. They shall be hard surfaced with bituminous concrete or concrete.
G. Accessory Uses or Buildings: Accessory uses and accessory buildings or structures

shall be permitted subject to the following
1. They shall be located within the required rear yard.
2. They shall maintain a side and rear setback of six feet (6') for all lots except

corner lots. For corner lots the accessory building or structure shall maintain a
setback of twenty feet (20') for any side which abuts a street and six feet (6')
for all other sides.

3. They shall not be established within the territory of an existing Village of
Morton easement or other utility easement

4. There shall not be a limit on the permitted number of accessory uses per lot,
except that no two (2) uses shall be identical. For purposes of this limitation, a
gazebo shall not be considered a building.

5. The height of any accessory building or structure shall not exceed thirteen feet
(13') or the height of the primary structure, whichever is less. The area of any
building or structure shall not exceed 1.6% of the lot area to a maximum of
four hundred eighty (480) square feet

6. Any side(s) abutting a street shall be screened as follows: at the time of
construction (or if weather requires, no later than six(6) months after
construction) two rows of evergreens shall be planted which shall be of a
variety which, at maturity, shall grow together when planted ten feet (10') on
center, and shall be at least five feet (5') in height when planted, and which
rows shall be staggered or offset so as to maximize screening of the accessory
structure. If the rear yard is completely enclosed by a privacy fence six feet
(6') in height, then the landscape screening requirement shall be waived.

7. The square footage of all uses permitted hereunder shall not exceed sixty
percent (60%) of the actual rear yard.

8. A garage may replace an existing garage and shall be allowed in areas in
which a reduced landscaped yard is allowed subject to the following:

a. The garage shall not exceed twenty-four and one-half feet (24 1/2') in
width or length

b. The new garage cannot be any closer to the rear or side lot line than
the existing garage and in no event shall its wall be closer than two
feet (2') or its eaves closer than one foot (1') from the side property
line.



c. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Chapter, a driveway for a
garage which meets the requirements of this subparagraph may be
located as close to the side property line as is allowed the garage

9. A play structure shall require a building permit, and shall be a permissible
accessory structure subject to the provisions of this Section. 

H. Minimum Square Footage for Single-Family Residences: Any building used as a
single-family residence shall contain on the ground floor eight hundred (800) square
feet of livable floor space.

I. Zero Lot Line Duplex: A duplex of which both dwelling units may be sold separately
if:

1. At the time the dwelling units are severed from common ownership, the
owner or owners of the two (2) dwelling units have signed an agreement to
run with the land, in a form adequate to ensure access for maintenance and
providing for maintenance of the walls and driveways or a set of covenants
and restrictions are in place to provide for said maintenance. Nothing in this
subsection shall be interpreted as permitting the construction of any adjacent
buildings using only one wall for both buildings; each building shall have its
own wall. The provision with respect to the wall(s) shall apply only to
buildings constructed after March 1, 1997.

2. A resubdivision plat dividing the lot has been approved by the Village Plat
Officer prior to recording. A formal subdivision procedure shall not be
required.

3. The duplex otherwise complies with the requirements of the Zoning Code, as
amended from time to time. The subdivided lot shall be considered as one lot
for purposes of all other provisions of the Zoning Code. A variance for yard
requirements may be requested in the same manner as other variances. (Ord.
96-38, 3-17-97; amd. Ord. 03-38, 1-19-04)

J. R-2 Lot Conversion: For lots that are initially zoned R-2 as of September 1, 2009 and
which have been platted, these lots may be subdivided into two (2) lots subject to the
following:

1. Initial lot width must be at least one hundred twenty feet (120’) and a
subdivided lot must have a minimum width of sixty feet (60’) at the building
set back line.

2. The side setbacks may be reduced to a minimum of six feet (6’). Front and
rear yard setbacks shall not be reduced.

3. No more than eighty-five percent (85%) of the platted lots in any subdivision
may be subdivided. (amd Ord. 11-07, 6-6-11)

4. A new plat of the subdivided lots shall be provided, and it shall be in
conformity with all Village ordinances. The Plan Director may approve the
plat without submission to the Plan Commission or Village Board.

5. The following size provisions shall apply to any residential unit built on a
subdivided lot.

a. The living space shall be one thousand two hundred (1,200) square
feet for a one-story.

b. The living space shall be one thousand five hundred (1,500) square
feet with a minimum one thousand (1,000) square feet on the main



floor and five hundred (500) square feet on the second floor for a
story and one-half.

c. The living space shall be a minimum square footage of one thousand
eight hundred (1,800) with nine hundred (900) square feet on each
floor for a two-story.

The square footage shall mean living space and excludes the garage. (Ord. 09-
24, 9-8-09) 

K. Fences: Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height shall be permitted in
the R-2 District in areas outside of the required yard area. Ornamental fences and
enclosure fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height shall be permitted in the R-2
District in areas outside of the required yard area. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are not
specifically manufactured as fencing materials, such as rope, string, galvanized sheet
metal, plywood, corrugated metal, or the like. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain, or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are
intended for agricultural usage or for retaining livestock, such as barbed wire, chicken
wire, hog wire, wire fabric, or other similar welded or woven wire fabrics. It shall
further be unlawful for any person to construct a fence with slats of any material
(including but not limited to metal, fiberglass or bamboo) threaded through a chain link
fence. A direct path unobstructed from fencing shall be maintained between the street
and the gas meter and water meter electronic reading device.

L. Parking Regulations: It shall be lawful in this zoning district to park recreational
vehicles, campers, boat trailers and/or trailers on a driveway. In addition, it shall be
lawful to park a trailer which is not an enclosed trailer in the rear yard on an all-
weather, durable and dustless surface, such as an asphalt, interlocking concrete paver,
brick or cement pavement surface. No recreational vehicle, camper, boat or trailer shall
be parked in such a manner so as to obstruct, in whole or in part, a sidewalk, alley or
street. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to park any semitrailer,
pole trailer, tow truck, tractor, or truck tractor on any lot in this zoning district. It shall
be unlawful to any person to reside, even temporarily, in any recreational vehicle,
camper, or trailer in this zoning district. It shall be unlawful to park any recreational
vehicle, camper, boat trailer, or trailer in any manner not expressly permitted by this
section.

M. DETACHED GARAGE: Every detached garage erected shall conform to the
following:

1. A detached garage shall have a maximum area of 1,000 square foot.
2. A detached garage shall have a maximum side wall height of twelve (12) feet.
3. A detached garage shall have a maximum roof height of twenty-five (25) feet,

or the roof height of the primary structure, whichever is less.
4. A detached garage shall be set back from the sidewalk, or when no sidewalk

is present, from the curb not less than twenty (20') feet.
5. A detached garage shall have no more than:

a. One overhead door not taller than ten (10') feet and not wider than ten
(10') feet; and

b. One double stall overhead door not taller than eight (8') feet and not
wider than twenty (20') feet; OR two single stall overhead doors not
taller than eight (8') feet and not wider than (10') feet.



6. A detached garage shall not be constructed in the front yard or within the
required minimum side yard unless an exception under 10-4-3(0)(7) applies.

7. A detached garage shall not be constructed on a vacant lot or before the
primary structure.

8. No portion of a detached garage shall be used as a dwelling.
9. A detached garage shall be built using materials similar in composition, quality

and design of the primary structure. Detached garages shall not be constructed
using post-frame construction, and shall not have metal siding.

N. Satellite Dishes: A satellite dish, which is defined as a device used for the reception of
communications or other signals from orbiting satellites, is permitted subject to the
following conditions:

1. Dishes mounted on the ground level shall not exceed a height of twelve feet
(12')

2. Dishes mounted on the rooftop or chimney of a structure shall not be greater
than two feet (2') in diameter, and the highest point of the dish shall not exceed
thirty five feet (35') measured from the top to the curb level

3. The dish shall not contain any lettering other than that placed on same
identifying the manufacturer and shall not otherwise be used for the display of
messages

4. Ground-mounted dishes shall be reasonably concealed from the view at
ground level of adjacent properties on all sides, except to the side which the
dish is directed to receive the signal. ON that side the view shall be obscured
to the extent possible without interfering with the reception of the signal.
Fencing or landscape screening shall be used for such purpose subject to the
general requirements for same as provide don other sections of this Code. Any
landscape screening that is used must be plated within six (6) months of the
date of the installation of the dish and must be continuously maintained. Any
landscape screening that is used must be non-deciduous and must be of a
minimum height of four feet (4') when planted.

5. A ground-mounted dish shall be considered an accessory use.
6. A satellite dish may be used only if it is permanently affixed to the ground,

rooftop, or chimney of a structure. Satellite antenna dishes may not be located
or affixed to any moveable object, including but not limited to motor vehicles,
trailers or other moveable objects. The use of a satellite antenna dish on a
temporary basis is expressly prohibited.

O. Swimming pools: Swimming pools shall be permitted, subject to the following
1. Each swimming pool shall conform to the requirements of an accessory use
2. Surrounding each swimming pool, whether the pool be inground or above

ground, there shall be erected an enclosure fence which shall be at least five
feet (5') in height. A wall of at least five feet (5') in height is sufficient for one
()1) or more sides of the enclosure. A screened-in patio area completely
enclosing a pool shall be considered an appropriate enclosure. All existing
swimming pools that have an enclosure fence of at least four feet (4') in height
and/or walls of a least four feet (4') in height may remain in existence, and no
modifications are needed to same. In such cases, such fences or walls may be
repaired or maintained, but they shall not be replaced or moved from their



present location.
3. The gates of the required fence shall be self-closing and have self-latching

latches placed at least four feet (4') above the ground. The fence shall be so
constructed as to not allow a five inch (5") diameter sphere to pass through the
fence

4. No pool shall be filled with water of a depth of two feet (2') or more until the
enclosure required by this Section has been provided.

5. Swimming pools and their required enclosures shall be maintained in a
reasonable state of repair and condition. Water shall not be allowed to become
stagnant.

P. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established multi-family uses
adjacent to or backing on single-family uses shall provide and continuously maintain
on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other similar landscape device suitable
to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses from one another.

SECTION 9: AMENDMENT “10-5-5: R-3 Three Or Four-Family And
Planned Residential Development District” of the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended
as follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-5-5: R-3 Three Or Four-Family And Planned Residential Development District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. Any use permitted as a "permitted use" in the R-1 One-Family and Planned

Residential Development District and in the R-2 Two-Family and Planned
Residential Development District.

2. Three (3) or four (4)-family dwellings.
B. Special Uses: The following are permitted subject to the public hearing and other

special permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title:
1. Any use permitted as a "special use" in the R-1 One-Family and Planned

Residential Development District and in the R-2 Two-Family and Planned
Residential Development District.

2. Boarding houses or lodging houses.
3. Public buildings such as art galleries and libraries.
4. Membership clubs and lodges not primarily oriented to services normally

carried on as a business or primarily for gain and including dining facilities for
the exclusive use of members.

C. Required Lot Area And Lot Width: Except for planned residential developments
which shall meet the requirements of Section 10-5-8 of this Chapter and for lots of
record which shall meet the reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 of this Title, the
following lot area requirements shall apply:

1. Every interior lot three (3) or four (4)-family dwelling and residential building



hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall provide a minimum lot width as
measured at the building line of one hundred feet (100') and a minimum lot
area of thirteen thousand two hundred (13,200) square feet.

2. Every corner lot three (3) or four (4)-family dwelling and residential building
hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall provide a minimum lot width as
measured at the building line of one hundred twenty feet (120') and a
minimum lot area of fifteen thousand eight hundred forty (15,840) square feet.

3. Any lots within one-half (1/2) mile of a livestock feeding operation that is in
operation at the time of the platting of the lots, must be one (1) acre in size.
(amd. Ord. 06-19, 7-10-06)

D. Required Yard Area: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall
provide or maintain the following minimum yard requirements, except for lots of
record which shall meet the reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 of this Title, and
except for those general exceptions to yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3
of this Title:

1. Front Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining a
front yard of thirty-five feet (35') unless the depth of the lot is less than one
hundred thirty-five feet (135'), in which case the front yard shall be no less
than twenty-five feet (25'). In the event the building is constructed in an
established area on one side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets
that is improved with buildings that have observed a front yard depth which is
less than the thirty-five feet (35') or twenty-five feet (25') requirement, then in
such established districts, the front yard depth may be the same as, but not less
than, the building immediately adjacent to either side of the proposed building.

2. Side Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining
combined side yards of twenty feet (20'), and a minimum individual side yard
of seven feet (7') for buildings or structures up to twenty feet (20') in height.
Buildings or structures over twenty feet (20') in height to thirty-five feet (35')
in height shall require a minimum individual side yard of fifteen feet (15').

3. Rear Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining a
rear yard of twenty-five feet (25').

4. Fences: Ornamental fences, enclosure fences and chain link fences meeting
the required conditions are exempt from the specific yard requirements as
noted. Except those fences specifically permitted pursuant to the terms of this
section, no other fences shall be permitted within the required yard area.

a. Front Yard Fences:
(1) Front Yard Fences on Interior Residential Lots: Ornamental

fences not exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height
are permitted within the front yard. Enclosure fences are not
permitted in front yards of interior lots.

(2) Front Yard Fences on Corner Lots: Ornamental fences not
exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height are
permitted in either front yard. An enclosure fence not
exceeding six feet (6’) in height is permitted in that front yard
which the building does not face, providing such front yard
enclosure fence is set back from the property line one-half
(1/2) the required front yard distance for that district or ten



feet (10’), whichever is greater. It is further required that
fences respect obstruction to visibility requirements of 10-4-
3(I).

b. Side and Rear Yard Fences: Ornamental fences and enclosure fences
not exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted in the side and rear
yards. Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height are
permitted in the side and rear yards. (amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08)

5. Pavement: Pavement shall be no closer than ten feet (10’) to the side and rear
property lines. Landscape screening shall be required whenever pavement is
closer than the building setback line.  

6. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an additional three
feet (3’) into the required landscaped yard setback

E. Building Height: No building or structure hereafter erected or structurally enlarged
shall exceed two and one-half (2 1/2) stories or thirty-five feet (35') in height, except
for those general exceptions to height limitations as outlined in Section 10-4-3 of this
Title. Buildings exceeding thirty-five feet (35') in height may be permitted as a special
use subject to public hearing and other special permit procedure requirements as
outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title. (Ord. 03-44, 03-15-04) 

F. Minimum Square Footage for Single-Family Residences: Any building used as a
single-family residence shall contain on the ground floor eight hundred (800) square
feet of livable floor space.

G. Fences: Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height shall be permitted in
the R-3 District in areas outside of the required yard area. Ornamental fences and
enclosure fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height shall be permitted in the R-3
District in areas outside of the required yard area. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are not
specifically manufactured as fencing materials, such as rope, string, galvanized sheet
metal, plywood, corrugated metal, or the like. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain, or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are
intended for agricultural usage or for retaining livestock, such as barbed wire, chicken
wire, hog wire, wire fabric, or other similar welded or woven wire fabrics. It shall
further be unlawful for any person to construct a fence with slats of any material
(including but not limited to metal, fiberglass or bamboo) threaded through a chain link
fence. A direct path unobstructed from fencing shall be maintained between the street
and the gas meter and water meter electronic reading device.

H. Parking Regulations: It shall be lawful in this zoning district to park recreational
vehicles, campers, boat trailers and/or trailers on a driveway. In addition, it shall be
lawful to park a trailer which is not an enclosed trailer in the rear yard on an all-
weather, durable and dustless surface, such as an asphalt, interlocking concrete paver,
brick or cement pavement surface. No recreational vehicle, camper, boat or trailer shall
be parked in such a manner so as to obstruct, in whole or in part, a sidewalk, alley or
street. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to park any semitrailer,
pole trailer, tow truck, tractor, or truck tractor on any lot in this zoning district. It shall
be unlawful to any person to reside, even temporarily, in any recreational vehicle,
camper, or trailer in this zoning district. It shall be unlawful to park any recreational
vehicle, camper, boat trailer, or trailer in any manner not expressly permitted by this



section.
I. Satellite Dishes: A satellite dish, which is defined as a device used for the reception of

communications or other signals from orbiting satellites, is permitted subject to the
following conditions:

1. Dishes mounted on the ground level shall not exceed a height of twelve feet
(12')

2. Dishes mounted on the rooftop or chimney of a structure shall not be greater
than two feet (2') in diameter, and the highest point of the dish shall not exceed
thirty five feet (35') measured from the top to the curb level

3. The dish shall not contain any lettering other than that placed on same
identifying the manufacturer and shall not otherwise be used for the display of
messages

4. Ground-mounted dishes shall be reasonably concealed from the view at
ground level of adjacent properties on all sides, except to the side which the
dish is directed to receive the signal. ON that side the view shall be obscured
to the extent possible without interfering with the reception of the signal.
Fencing or landscape screening shall be used for such purpose subject to the
general requirements for same as provide don other sections of this Code. Any
landscape screening that is used must be plated within six (6) months of the
date of the installation of the dish and must be continuously maintained. Any
landscape screening that is used must be non-deciduous and must be of a
minimum height of four feet (4') when planted.

5. A ground-mounted dish shall be considered an accessory use.
6. A satellite dish may be used only if it is permanently affixed to the ground,

rooftop, or chimney of a structure. Satellite antenna dishes may not be located
or affixed to any moveable object, including but not limited to motor vehicles,
trailers or other moveable objects. The use of a satellite antenna dish on a
temporary basis is expressly prohibited.

J. Swimming pools: Swimming pools shall be permitted, subject to the following
1. Each swimming pool shall conform to the requirements of an accessory use
2. Surrounding each swimming pool, whether the pool be inground or above

ground, there shall be erected an enclosure fence which shall be at least five
feet (5') in height. A wall of at least five feet (5') in height is sufficient for one
()1) or more sides of the enclosure. A screened-in patio area completely
enclosing a pool shall be considered an appropriate enclosure. All existing
swimming pools that have an enclosure fence of at least four feet (4') in height
and/or walls of a least four feet (4') in height may remain in existence, and no
modifications are needed to same. In such cases, such fences or walls may be
repaired or maintained, but they shall not be replaced or moved from their
present location.

3. The gates of the required fence shall be self-closing and have self-latching
latches placed at least four feet (4') above the ground. The fence shall be so
constructed as to not allow a five inch (5") diameter sphere to pass through the
fence

4. No pool shall be filled with water of a depth of two feet (2') or more until the
enclosure required by this Section has been provided.



5. Swimming pools and their required enclosures shall be maintained in a
reasonable state of repair and condition. Water shall not be allowed to become
stagnant.

K. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established multi-family uses
adjacent to or backing on single-family uses shall provide and continuously maintain
on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other similar landscape device suitable
to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses from one another.

SECTION 10: AMENDMENT “10-5-6: R-4 Multi-Family And Planned
Residential Development District” of the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-5-6: R-4 Multi-Family And Planned Residential Development District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. Any use permitted as a "permitted use" in the R-1 One-Family and Planned

Residential Development District, in the R-2 Two-Family and Planned
Residential Development District, and in the R-3 Three or Four-Family and
Planned Residential Development District.

2. Multi-family dwellings and apartments.
B. Special Uses: Any use permitted as a "special use" in the R-1 One-Family and

Planned Residential Development District, in the R-2 Two-Family and Planned
Residential Development District, and in the R-3 Three or Four-Family and Planned
Residential Development District.

C. Required Lot Area and Lot Width: Except for planned residential developments which
shall meet the requirements of Section 10-5-8 of this Chapter and for lots of record
which shall meet the reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 of this Title, the
following lot area requirements shall apply:

1. Every interior lot multi-family dwelling and residential building hereafter
erected or structurally enlarged shall provide a minimum lot width as
measured at the building line of one hundred feet (100') and a minimum lot
area of the greater of: a) thirteen thousand two hundred (13,200) square feet,
or b) two thousand two hundred (2,200) square feet per dwelling unit.

2. Every corner lot multi-family dwelling and residential building hereafter
erected or structurally enlarged shall provide a minimum lot width as
measured at the building line of one hundred twenty feet (120') and a
minimum lot area of the greater of a) fifteen thousand eight hundred forty
(15,840) square feet, or b) two thousand two hundred (2,200) square feet per
dwelling unit.

3. Any lots within one-half (1/2) mile of a livestock feeding operation that is in
operation at the time of the platting of the lots, must be one (1) acre in size.
(amd. Ord. 06-19, 7-10-06)



D. Required Yard Area: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall
provide or maintain the following minimum yard requirements, except for lots of
record which shall meet the reduced requirements of Section 10-4-4 of this Title, and
except for those general exceptions to yard requirements as outlined in Section 10-4-3
of this Title:

1. Front Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining a
front yard of thirty-five feet (35') unless the depth of the lot is less than one
hundred thirty-five feet (135'), in which case the front yard shall be no less
than twenty-five feet (25'). In the event the building is constructed in an
established area on one side of the street between two (2) intersecting streets
that is improved with buildings that have observed a front yard depth which is
less than the thirty-five feet (35') or twenty-five feet (25') requirement, then in
such established districts, the front yard depth may be the same as, but not less
than, the building immediately adjacent to either side of the proposed building.

2. Side Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining
combined side yards of twenty feet (20'), and a minimum individual side yard
of seven feet (7') for buildings or structures up to twenty feet (20') in height.
Buildings or structures over twenty feet (20') in height up to forty-five feet
(45') in height shall require a minimum individual side yard of fifteen feet
(15').

3. Rear Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining a
rear yard of twenty-five feet (25').

4. Fences: Ornamental fences, enclosure fences, and chain link fences meeting
the required conditions are exempt from the specific yard requirements as
noted. Except those fences specifically permitted pursuant to the terms of this
section, no other fences shall be permitted within the required yard area.

a. Front Yard Fences:
(1) Front Yard Fences on Interior Residential Lots: Ornamental

fences not exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height
are permitted within the front yard. Enclosure fences are not
permitted in front yards of interior lots.

(2) Front Yard Fences on Corner Lots: Ornamental fences not
exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height are
permitted in either front yard. An enclosure fence not
exceeding six feet (6’) in height is permitted in that front yard
which the building does not face, providing such front yard
enclosure fence is set back from the property line one-half
(1/2) the required front yard distance for that district or ten
feet (10’), whichever is greater. It is further required that
fences respect obstruction to visibility requirements of 10-4-
3(I).

b. Side and Rear Yard Fences: Ornamental fences and enclosure fences
not exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted in the side and rear
yards. Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height are
permitted in the side and rear yards. (amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08)

5. Parking Lot Light Poles: Parking lot light poles may extend an additional three
feet (3’) into the required landscaped yard setback



E. Building Height: No building or structure hereafter erected or structurally enlarged
shall exceed two and one-half (2 1/2) stories or thirty-five feet (35’) in height, except
for those general exceptions to height limitations as outlined in Section 10-4-3 of this
Title. Buildings exceeding thirty-five feet (35’) in height may be permitted as a special
use subject to public hearing and other special permit procedure requirements as
outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title. (Ord. 03-44, 03-15-04) 

F. Minimum Square Footage for Single-Family Residences: Any building used as a
single-family residence shall contain on the ground floor eight hundred (800) square
feet of livable floor space.

G. Fences: Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height shall be permitted in
the R-4 District in areas outside of the required yard area. Ornamental fences and
enclosure fences not exceeding six feet (6’) in height shall be permitted in the R-4
District in areas outside of the required yard area. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are not
specifically manufactured as fencing materials, such as rope, string, galvanized sheet
metal, plywood, corrugated metal, or the like. It shall be unlawful for any person to
erect, construct, maintain, or permit a fence that is constructed of materials that are
intended for agricultural usage or for retaining livestock, such as barbed wire, chicken
wire, hog wire, wire fabric, or other similar welded or woven wire fabrics. It shall
further be unlawful for any person to construct a fence with slats of any material
(including but not limited to metal, fiberglass or bamboo) threaded through a chain link
fence. A direct path unobstructed from fencing shall be maintained between the street
and the gas meter and water meter electronic reading device.

H. Parking Regulations: It shall be lawful in this zoning district to park recreational
vehicles, campers, boat trailers and/or trailers on a driveway. In addition, it shall be
lawful to park a trailer which is not an enclosed trailer in the rear yard on an all-
weather, durable and dustless surface, such as an asphalt, interlocking concrete paver,
brick or cement pavement surface. No recreational vehicle, camper, boat or trailer shall
be parked in such a manner so as to obstruct, in whole or in part, a sidewalk, alley or
street. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or corporation to park any semitrailer,
pole trailer, tow truck, tractor, or truck tractor on any lot in this zoning district. It shall
be unlawful to any person to reside, even temporarily, in any recreational vehicle,
camper, or trailer in this zoning district. It shall be unlawful to park any recreational
vehicle, camper, boat trailer, or trailer in any manner not expressly permitted by this
section.

I. Satellite Dishes: A satellite dish, which is defined as a device used for the reception of
communications or other signals from orbiting satellites, is permitted subject to the
following conditions:

1. Dishes mounted on the ground level shall not exceed a height of twelve feet
(12')

2. Dishes mounted on the rooftop or chimney of a structure shall not be greater
than two feet (2') in diameter, and the highest point of the dish shall not exceed
thirty five feet (35') measured from the top to the curb level

3. The dish shall not contain any lettering other than that placed on same
identifying the manufacturer and shall not otherwise be used for the display of



messages
4. Ground-mounted dishes shall be reasonably concealed from the view at

ground level of adjacent properties on all sides, except to the side which the
dish is directed to receive the signal. ON that side the view shall be obscured
to the extent possible without interfering with the reception of the signal.
Fencing or landscape screening shall be used for such purpose subject to the
general requirements for same as provide don other sections of this Code. Any
landscape screening that is used must be plated within six (6) months of the
date of the installation of the dish and must be continuously maintained. Any
landscape screening that is used must be non-deciduous and must be of a
minimum height of four feet (4') when planted.

5. A ground-mounted dish shall be considered an accessory use.
6. A satellite dish may be used only if it is permanently affixed to the ground,

rooftop, or chimney of a structure. Satellite antenna dishes may not be located
or affixed to any moveable object, including but not limited to motor vehicles,
trailers or other moveable objects. The use of a satellite antenna dish on a
temporary basis is expressly prohibited.

J. Swimming pools: Swimming pools shall be permitted, subject to the following
1. Each swimming pool shall conform to the requirements of an accessory use
2. Surrounding each swimming pool, whether the pool be inground or above

ground, there shall be erected an enclosure fence which shall be at least five
feet (5') in height. A wall of at least five feet (5') in height is sufficient for one
()1) or more sides of the enclosure. A screened-in patio area completely
enclosing a pool shall be considered an appropriate enclosure. All existing
swimming pools that have an enclosure fence of at least four feet (4') in height
and/or walls of a least four feet (4') in height may remain in existence, and no
modifications are needed to same. In such cases, such fences or walls may be
repaired or maintained, but they shall not be replaced or moved from their
present location.

3. The gates of the required fence shall be self-closing and have self-latching
latches placed at least four feet (4') above the ground. The fence shall be so
constructed as to not allow a five inch (5") diameter sphere to pass through the
fence

4. No pool shall be filled with water of a depth of two feet (2') or more until the
enclosure required by this Section has been provided.

5. Swimming pools and their required enclosures shall be maintained in a
reasonable state of repair and condition. Water shall not be allowed to become
stagnant.

K. Landscaped Buffers or Screening Required: Newly established multi-family uses
adjacent to or backing on single-family uses shall provide and continuously maintain
on that property line a dense hedge, tree row, or other similar landscape device suitable
to visually screen the differing types of adjacent uses from one another.



SECTION 11: AMENDMENT “10-5-3: R-1 One-Family And Planned
Residential Development District” of the Morton Municipal Code is hereby amended as
follows:

A M E N D M E N T

10-5-3: R-1 One-Family And Planned Residential Development District

A. Permitted Uses:
1. Single-family dwellings.
2. Agricultural uses consisting only of growing crops, truck gardening, and flower

gardening.
3. Temporary construction buildings and uses at the construction site and only during the

construction period.
4. Accessory buildings and uses.
5. Community residence. (Ord. 89-19, 2-5-90)

B. Special Uses: The following uses are permitted subject to the public hearing and other special
permit procedure requirements as outlined in Chapter 10 of this Title. (Ord. 73-31, 3-5-79;
amd. Ord. 84-1, 5-21-84; amd. Ord. 84-3, 6-18-84)

1. Any use permitted as a special use in the R-S and Planned Residential Development
District, except outdoor recreation facilities and borrow pits. (Ord. 86-21, 4-20-87;
amd. Ord. 07-09, 6-4-07)

2. Hospitals, sanitariums, rest homes, and retirement centers. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79; amd.
Ord. 84-1, 5-21-84; amd. Ord. 84-3, 6-18-84; amd. Ord. 84-25, 4-15-85; amd. Ord.
08-19, 10-6-08)

3. Publicly owned parks.
4. Private recreation areas. (Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79; amd. Ord. 84-1, 5-21-84; amd. Ord. 84-

3, 6-18-84)
C. Required Lot Area And Width: Every building hereafter erected or structurally enlarged shall

be on a lot having an area of not less than seven thousand five hundred (7,500) square feet for
interior lots and nine thousand five hundred (9,500) square feet for corner lots, and a width of
the building line of not less than seventy five feet (75’) for interior lots and not less than ninety
five feet (95’) for corner lots. Lots zoned R-1A shall have an area of not less than eight
thousand (8,000) square feet and a width of not less than sixty five feet (65’) at the building
line. This requirement shall not apply to planned residential developments which shall meet the
requirements of Section 10-5-8 of this Title or for lots of record which shall meet the reduced
requirements of Section 10-4-4 of this Title. Any lots within one-half (1/2) mile of a livestock
feeding operation that is in operation at the time of the platting of the lots, must be one (1) acre
in size. (amd. Ord. 06-19, 7-10-06; amd. Ord. 12-14, 11-19-12)

1. Front Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining a front yard
of thirty-five feet (35') unless the depth of the lot is less than one hundred thirty-five
feet (135'), in which case the front yard shall be no less than twenty-five feet (25'). In
the event the building is constructed in an established area on one side of the street
between two (2) intersecting streets that is improved with buildings that have observed
a front yard depth which is less than the thirty-five feet (35') or twenty-five feet (25')
requirement, then in such established districts, the front yard depth may be the same as,



but not less than, the building immediately adjacent to either side of the proposed
building. In the event the building is constructed in an area within the territory set forth
in in Section 10-4-3{G), then the required front yard shall be reduced to twenty six
feet four inches {26'4") for lots with a depth not less than one hundred thirty five feet
{135'), or to eighteen feet nine inches {18'9") for lots with a depth of less than one
hundred thirty five feet {135').

2. Side Yard: No building shall be erected or enlarged without providing or maintaining
combined side yards of twenty feet (20’) or twenty percent (20%) of the lot width as
measured at the building line, whichever is less; no single side yard shall be less than
seven feet (7’).

3. Rear Yard: No building shall be erected or enlarged without providing or maintaining
a rear yard of twenty five feet (25’).

4. R-1A Front Yard: No building shall be erected without providing or maintaining a
front yard of thirty-five feet (35') unless the depth of the lot is less than one hundred
thirty-five feet (135') in which case the front yard shall be no less than twenty-five feet
(25'). In the event the building is constructed in an area within the territory set forth in
in Section 10-4-3(G), then the required front yard shall be reduced to twenty six feet
four inches (26'4") for lots with a depth not less than one hundred thirty-five feet
(135'), or to eighteen feet nine inches (18'9") for lots with a depth of less than one
hundred thirty-five feet (135').

5. R-1A Side Yard: No building shall be erected or enlarged without providing or
maintaining combined side yards of twelve feet (12’); no single side yard shall be less
than six feet (6’).

6. R-1A Rear Yard: No building shall be erected or enlarged without providing or
maintaining a rear yard of twenty five feet (25’).

7. Fences: Ornamental fences, enclosure fences, and chain link fences meeting the
required conditions are exempt from the specific yard requirements as noted. Except
those fences specifically permitted pursuant to the terms of this section, no other fences
shall be permitted within the required yard area.

a. Front Yard Fences:
(1) Front Yard Fences on Interior Residential Lots: Ornamental fences not

exceeding three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height are permitted
within the front yard. Enclosure fences are not permitted in front yards
of interior lots.

(2) Front Yard Fences on Corner Lots: Ornamental fences not exceeding
three and one-half feet (3 1/2’) in height are permitted in either front
yard. An enclosure fence not exceeding six feet (6’) in height is
permitted in that front yard which the building does not face,
providing such front yard enclosure fence is set back from the
property line one-half (1/2) the required front yard distance for that
district or ten feet (10’), whichever is greater. It is further required that
fences respect obstruction to visibility requirements of 10-4-3(I).

b. Side and Rear Yard Fences: Ornamental fences and enclosure fences not
exceeding six feet (6’) in height are permitted in the side and rear yards. Chain
link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height are permitted in the side and
rear yards. (amd. Ord. 08-30, 12-1-08; amd. Ord. 12-14, 11-19-12)

D. Building Height: No building hereafter erected or portion of a building structurally enlarged



shall exceed the following height limitations, except for those general exceptions to height
limitations listed in Section 10-4-3 of this Title:

1. Churches: forty five feet (45’) for the main structure.

2. All other permitted buildings: thirty five feet (35’) or two and one-half (2 1/2) stories.
(Ord. 78-31, 3-5-79) 

E. Driveways: Driveways shall be permitted subject to the following:
1. They may be within the required yard area, so long as such driveway complies in all

regards with the specifications set forth in the Driveway Standards.

2. No driveway shall be constructed closer than thirty-five feet (35') to any intersection of
residential streets and fifty feet (50') to any intersection involving collector or major
streets.

3. No more than one driveway per dwelling unit shall be allowed, except however if a
property abuts an alley which is driveable the property may maintain driveway access
from both the alley and the fronting street.

4. Circular driveways shall not be permitted except for lots of a width of one hundred
fifty feet (150') which were improved with a circular driveway prior to June 1, 2022,
and then in such instance one (1) circular drive per lot is allowance, provided that the
total driveway width of both openings does not exceed thirty-six feet (36') and that any
one (1) opening does not exceed twenty four feet (24').

5. Common drives as recorded on play to be shared by adjacent lots are permitted in side
yards

6. For adjacent one (1) and two-family (2) residential structures, driveway pavement can
extend to within six (6) feet of the side or rear property lines, and the landscape
screening requirement is waived. Notwithstanding the foregoing, one(1) and two-
family residential structures can only utilize the portion of the drive in the front yard,
even though encroaching on the landscaped yard to partially meet the off-street
parking requirements as provided in Section 10-8-6 of this Title. They shall be hard
surfaced with bituminous concrete or concrete.

F. Accessory Uses or Buildings: Accessory uses and accessory buildings or structures shall be
permitted subject to the following:

1. They shall be located within the required rear yard.
2. They shall maintain a side and rear setback of six feet (6') for all lots except corner

lots. For corner lots the accessory building or structure shall maintain a setback of
twenty feet (20') for any side which abuts a street and six feet (6') for all other sides.

3. They shall not be established within the territory of an existing Village of Morton
easement or other utility easement

4. There shall not be a limit on the permitted number of accessory uses per lot, except
that no two (2) uses shall be identical. For purposes of this limitation, a gazebo shall
not be considered a building.

5. The height of any accessory building or structure shall not exceed thirteen feet (13') or
the height of the primary structure, whichever is less. The area of any building or
structure shall not exceed 1.6% of the lot area to a maximum of four hundred eighty
(480) square feet

6. Any side(s) abutting a street shall be screened as follows: at the time of construction



(or if weather requires, no later than six (6) months after construction) one row of
evergreens shall be planted which shall be of a variety which, at maturity, shall grow
together when planted ten feet (10') on center, and shall be at least five feet (5') in
height when planted, and which rows shall be staggered or offset so as to maximize
screening of the accessory structure. If the rear yard is completely enclosed by a
privacy fence six feet (6') in height, then the landscape screening requirement shall be
waived. Required landscape screening shall be maintained at all times.

7. The square footage of all uses permitted hereunder shall not exceed sixty percent
()60%) of the actual rear yard

8. A garage may replace an existing garage and shall be allowed in areas in which a
reduced landscaped yard is allowed subject to the following:

a. The garage shall not exceed twenty-four and one-half feet (24 1/2') in width or
length

b. The new garage cannot be any closer to the rear or side lot line than the
existing garage and in no event shall its wall be closer than two feet (2') or its
eaves closer than one foot (1') from the side property line.

c. Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Chapter, a driveway for a garage
which meets the requirements of this subparagraph may be located as close to
the side property line as is allowed the garage 

G. Minimum Square Footage for Single-Family Residences: Any building used as a single-family
residence shall contain on the ground floor eight hundred (800) square feet of livable floor
space.

H. Fences: Chain link fences not exceeding four feet (4’) in height shall be permitted in the R-1
District in areas outside of the required yard area. Ornamental fences and enclosure fences not
exceeding six feet (6’) in height shall be permitted in the R-1 District in areas outside of the
required yard area. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain or permit a
fence that is constructed of materials that are not specifically manufactured as fencing
materials, such as rope, string, galvanized sheet metal, plywood, corrugated metal, or the like.
It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, maintain, or permit a fence that is
constructed of materials that are intended for agricultural usage or for retaining livestock, such
as barbed wire, chicken wire, hog wire, wire fabric, or other similar welded or woven wire
fabrics. It shall further be unlawful for any person to construct a fence with slates of any
material (including but not limited to metal, fiberglass or bamboo) threaded through a chain
link fence. A direct path unobstructed from fencing shall be maintained between the street and
the gas meter and water meter electronic reading device. 

I. Parking Regulations: It shall be lawful in this zoning district to park recreational vehicles,
campers, boat trailers and/or trailers on a driveway. In addition, it shall be lawful to park a
trailer which is not an enclosed trailer in the rear yard on an all-weather, durable and dustless
surface, such as an asphalt, interlocking concrete paver, brick or cement pavement surface. No
recreational vehicle, camper, boat or trailer shall be parked in such a manner so as to obstruct,
in whole or in part, a sidewalk, alley or street. It shall be unlawful for any person, firm or
corporation to park any semitrailer, pole trailer, tow truck, tractor, or truck tractor on any lot in
this zoning district. It shall be unlawful to any person to reside, even temporarily, in any
recreational vehicle, camper, or trailer in this zoning district. It shall be unlawful to park any
recreational vehicle, camper, boat trailer, or trailer in any manner not expressly permitted by



this section.
J. DETACHED GARAGE: Every detached garage erected shall conform to the following:

1. A detached garage shall have a maximum area of 1,000 square foot.

2. A detached garage shall have a maximum side wall height of twelve (12) feet.
3. A detached garage shall have a maximum roof height of twenty-five (25) feet, or the

roof height of the primary structure, whichever is less.

4. A detached garage shall be set back from the sidewalk, or when no sidewalk is
present, from the curb not less than twenty (20') feet.

5. A detached garage shall have no more than:
a. One overhead door not taller than ten (10') feet and not wider than ten (10')

feet; and
b. One double stall overhead door not taller than eight (8') feet and not wider

than twenty (20) feet; OR two single stall overhead doors not taller than eight
(8') feet and not wider than (10') feet.

6. A detached garage shall not be constructed in the front yard or within the required
minimum side yard unless an exception under 10-4-3(D)(7) applies.

7. A detached garage shall not be constructed on a vacant lot or before the primary
structure.

8. No portion of a detached garage shall be used as a dwelling.
9. A detached garage shall be built using materials similar in composition, quality, and

design of the primary structure. Detached garages shall not be constructed using post-
frame construction, and shall not have metal siding.

K. Satellite Dishes: A satellite dish, which is defined as a device used for the reception of
communications or other signals from orbiting satellites, is permitted subject to the following
conditions:

1. Dishes mounted on the ground level shall not exceed a height of twelve feet (12')
2. Dishes mounted on the rooftop or chimney of a structure shall not be greater than two

feet (2') in diameter, and the highest point of the dish shall not exceed thirty five feet
(35') measured from the top to the curb level

3. The dish shall not contain any lettering other than that placed on same identifying the
manufacturer and shall not otherwise be used for the display of messages

4. Ground-mounted dishes shall be reasonably concealed from the view at ground level
of adjacent properties on all sides, except to the side which the dish is directed to
receive the signal. ON that side the view shall be obscured to the extent possible
without interfering with the reception of the signal. Fencing or landscape screening
shall be used for such purpose subject to the general requirements for same as provide
don other sections of this Code. Any landscape screening that is used must be plated
within six (6) months of the date of the installation of the dish and must be
continuously maintained. Any landscape screening that is used must be non-deciduous
and must be of a minimum height of four feet (4') when planted.

5. A ground-mounted dish shall be considered an accessory use.
6. A satellite dish may be used only if it is permanently affixed to the ground, rooftop, or

chimney of a structure. Satellite antenna dishes may not be located or affixed to any



moveable object, including but not limited to motor vehicles, trailers or other moveable
objects. The use of a satellite antenna dish on a temporary basis is expressly
prohibited.

L. Swimming pools: Swimming pools shall be permitted, subject to the following
1. Each swimming pool shall conform to the requirements of an accessory use
2. Surrounding each swimming pool, whether the pool be inground or above ground,

there shall be erected an enclosure fence which shall be at least five feet (5') in height.
A wall of at least five feet (5') in height is sufficient for one ()1) or more sides of the
enclosure. A screened-in patio area completely enclosing a pool shall be considered an
appropriate enclosure.

All existing swimming pools that have an enclosure fence of at least four feet (4') in
height and/or walls of a least four feet (4') in height may remain in existence, and no
modifications are needed to same. In such cases, such fences or walls may be repaired
or maintained, but they shall not be replaced or moved from their present location.

3. The gates of the required fence shall be self-closing and have self-latching latches
placed at least four feet (4') above the ground. The fence shall be so constructed as to
not allow a five inch (5") diameter sphere to pass through the fence

4. No pool shall be filled with water of a depth of two feet (2') or more until the
enclosure required by this Section has been provided.

5. Swimming pools and their required enclosures shall be maintained in a reasonable
state of repair and condition. Water shall not be allowed to become stagnant
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