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Attractive site and street lighting extends the viability of centers and commercial uses, makes public areas feel more secure, and
promotes entertainment activities after the primary work day. But existing lighting often features uniform fixtures on overly high
poles, broadcasting too much light on neighboring properties or into the night sky. Even light levels are more important for comfort
and security than high contrast lighting that produces glare and dark shadows.

Common Lighting Problems:

Glare too bright; shines off the site or into drivers' 
eyes

Energy 
Loss

inefficient costs; wasteful lighting of 
surrounding area

Color certain fixtures create an unattractive blue-
green or yellow glow

Sky Glow lighting up the night sky, washing out view of 
the stars

A dark-sky advocacy group estimates that over one billion dollars is wasted every year in the United States polluting the
heavens with light and depriving everyone’s view of the night sky. Under clear conditions, roughly 2,500 stars and the
Milky Way are visible; on the same night city residents might only see 25 or so scattered stars. Lighting that is adequate
for the intended task, but not overly bright, and fixtures that focus all light on the intended area and allow no light into
the sky can save considerable money and bring back the stars.
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Outdoor Lighting 
Options

Maximum Hours Color Comments

Incandescent not efficient (3,500 hours) full spectrum white light attractive low wattage accent and 
display lighting or for residential 
uses

Mercury Vapor efficient blue-green hue rarely recommended, often 
prohibited

Low Pressure Sodium efficient (18,000 hours) orange glow makes everything look yellow or 
gray; narrow spectrum favored by 
astronomers

High Pressure Sodium very efficient (24,000 hours) yellowish cast best where light distribution is 
valued more than appearance, such 
as highway lighting

Metal Halide efficient (20,000 hours) clear white light best for pedestrian and retail areas; 
products look good and parking lots 
feel brighter, safer

Sources:
James Bradley, City Lights, Metropolis, April 1996
Town of Rhinebeck, Design Standards, 1999
Ulster County Planning Board, Planners Memorandum: Outdoor Lighting, 1998
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