
ZONING

Z Attachment 8

City of Methuen

Zoning Derivation Table

Section from Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance 
Location in Recodified 
Zoning Ordinance

SECTION I TITLE, AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE Article I

I-A Short Title § 1.1

I-B Authority § 1.2

I-C Purpose § 1.3

I-D Scope § 1.4

I-E Applicability § 1.5

I-F Amendments § 1.6

I-G Seperability § 1.7

SECTION II DEFINITIONS Article II

II-A General § 2.1 and § 2.2

SECTION III ESTABLISHMENT OF DISTRICTS Article III

III-A Purpose & Intent § 3.1

III-B Establishment of Districts § 3.2

III-C Description of Districts § 3.3

III-D Official Zoning Map § 3.3

III-E Changes to Zoning Map § 3.4

III-F Interpretation of District Boundaries § 3.5

III-G Lots in Two Districts § 3.6

III-H Lot Split by City Line § 3.7

SECTION IV (Reserved) Article IV

SECTION V USE REGULATIONS Article V

V-A Purpose & Intent § 5.1

V-B Applicability of Use Regulations § 5.2

V-C Uses Subject to Other Regulations § 5.3

V-D Table of Use Regulations § 5.4 (see also 
Attachment 1)
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Zoning Ordinance

V-E Trailers and/or Mobile Homes § 5.5

V-F Customary Home Occupations § 5.6

V-G Accessory Apartment § 5.7

V-H Seasonal Sale of Home Produce § 5.8

V-I Private Swimming Pools § 5.9

V-J Parking of Unregistered Vehicles § 5.10

V-K Parking of Business Vehicles § 5.11

V-L Accessory of Satellite Dish Antenna § 5.12

V-M Residential Accessory Uses § 5.13

V-N Agricultural Accessory Uses § 5.14

V-O Business Accessory Uses § 5.15

V-P Industrial Accessory Uses § 5.16

V-Q Hospital District Accessory Uses § 5.17

V-R Hours of Retail Food Stores § 5.18

V-S Shopping Centers § 5.19

V-T Electric Vehicle Charging Stations & Electric 
Vehicle Battery Exchange

§ 5.20

V-U Large Scale Ground-Mounted Solar Photovoltaic 
Installations

§ 5.21

V-V Methuen Center Smart Growth Overlay District 
(MCSGOD)

§ 5.22 and 
Attachment 7

SECTION VI DIMENSIONAL CONTROLS Article VI

VI-A Purpose & Intent § 6.1

VI-B General Regulations § 6.2

VI-C Specific Intensity Regulations § 6.3

VI-D Table of Dimensional Regulations § 6.4

VI-E Neighborhood Consistency Requirements § 6.5

SECTION VII SIGN AND ILLUMINATION REGULATIONS Article VII

VII-A Intent & Purpose § 7.1

VII-B Applicability § 7.2

VII-C Administration § 7.3
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VII-D General Provisions for Signs and Lighting § 7.4

VII-E Special Provisions, Temporary & Directional 
Signs

§ 7.5

VII-F Exemptions § 7.6

VII-G Table of Permitted Signs § 7.7

SECTION VIII PARKING & LOADING REQUIREMENTS Article VIII

VIII-A Intent & Purpose § 8.1

VIII-B Location and Design of Off-Street Parking Spaces § 8.2

VIII-C Required Off-Street Parking § 8.3

VIII-D Design and Layout of Off-Street Loading § 8.4

VIII-E Required Off-Street Loading § 8.5

VIII-F Protection of Residence Districts § 8.6

VIII-G Driveways § 8.7

SECTION IX NON-CONFORMING USES, STRUCTURES & 
LOTS

Article IX

IX-A Applicability § 9.1

IX-B Nonconforming Uses § 9.2

IX-C Nonconforming Single and Two Family 
Residential Structures

§ 9.3

IX-D All Other Nonconforming Structures § 9.4

IX-E Special Permit Required § 9.5

IX-F Abandonment or Non-Use § 9.6

IX-G Reconstruction after Catastrophe or Demolition § 9.7

IX-H Reversion to Nonconformity § 9.8

IX-I Consultative Review § 9.9

SECTION X ADMINISTRATION & ENFORCEMENT Article X

X-A Intent & Purpose § 10.1

X-B Administration § 10.2

X-C Board of Appeals § 10.3

X-D Variance(s) § 10.4

X-E Repetitive Petitions and Withdrawal § 10.5
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X-F Public Hearings § 10.6

X-G Prosecution of Violations § 10.7

SECTION XI SPECIAL PERMITS Article XI

XI-A Purpose & Intent § 11.1

XI-B Designation of Special Permit Granting 
Authorities

§ 11.2

XI-C Special Permit Procedures § 11.3

XI-D Special Permits – Specific Regulations

1. Planned Unit Development § 11.5

2. Multi-family and Attached Dwelling 
Development

§ 11.6

3. Unimproved Way § 11.7

4. Mixed Use Developments § 11.8

5. Wind Energy Conversion Facilities § 11.9

6. Adult Entertainment Facilities § 11.10

7. Affordable Housing Density Bonuses § 11.11

8. Parking in the Central Business District § 11.12

9. Business Complexes and Shopping Centers § 11.13

10. Residential Golf Course Development § 11.14

11. Frontage Exception Lots § 11.15

12. Drive-up Retail, Business or Service 
Establishment, Drive-up or Drive-through 
Restaurant, and Stand Alone Kiosk, Drive-
through or Walk-up

§ 11.16

13. Flood Plain District § 11.17

14. Ashford School Re-Use Overlay § 11.18

15. Forest Lake Overlay § 11.19

16. Personal Wireless Service Facilities § 11.20

17. Open Space Residential Development § 11.21

18. Billboards § 11.22
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19. Temporary Moratorium on Medical Marijuana 
Treatment Centers/Registered Marijuana 
Dispensary

Repealed

20. Historic Preservation Special Permit § 11.23

21. Registered Marijuana Dispensary (RMD and Off-
Site Medical Marijuana Dispensary (OMMD)

§ 11.24

22. Temporary Moratorium on Recreational 
Marijuana Establishments

§ 11.25

XI-E Consultative Review § 11.4

SECTION XII SITE PLAN APPROVAL/NON-RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDINGS OVER 5,000 SQUARE FEET AND
TWO BUILDINGS ON THE SAME LOT

Article XII

XII-A Purpose and Intent § 12.1

XII-B Applicability § 12.2

XII-C Procedural Requirements § 12.3

XII-D Authority § 12.4

SECTION XIII ADOPTION, AMENDMENT, VALIDITY & 
EFFECTIVE DATE

Article XIII

XIII Purpose & Intent § 13.0

XIII-A Simultaneous Hearing for Proposed 
Developments in Excess of Fifty (50) Acres

§ 13.1

XIII-B Adoption & Amendment § 13.2

XIII-C Effective Date § 13.3

APPENDIX A DIAGRAMS ACCOMPANYING ORDINANCE 
DEFINITIONS

Attachment 2

APPENDIX B TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REGULATIONS Attachment 3

APPENDIX C TABLE OF PERMITTED SIGNS Attachment 4

APPENDIX D SCHEDULE OF FEES Attachment 5

APPENDIX E AMENDMENTS TO THE COMPREHENSIVE 
ZONING ORDINANCE

Attachment 6
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