
Local Law Filing 
NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

. . • • •* 41 STATE STREET 
' ';• " ' . ( • • ' - : , - V- •..ALB A N Y ; NY 12231 

(Use this form to file a local law with the,Secretary of State.) 

•'•' •'" "" .-• '" •.' • '• ' -. • 
Text oflaw siiould be giveri as amerided. Donot include rnatter heing eliminated and do not use italics'or 
underlinmg to indicate new matter. . .: . . . 

. ^ . FILED 
= 5 — * ^ 

awn 

Village 
^EPARTIViENT OF ST/VTE-

Local Law No. Z of the year 20 11 

Alocallaw ^ . S o l g r ^ H C r ^ i j • S l ^ S T e n S ' •• . • 
" (Insert Title) . 

Be it enacted by the . 
' (Name of LegislaHve Body) ', ' - \ • •' ' - ,,' .-." • ' 

County 

of 
City 

Village 

(Name of LegislaHve Body) 

^ Set Iksr H f^s. 1:5 

. L: 
1 ; 

ofthe 

_ as follows: 

(If additional space is needed, attach pa^es the same size as this sheet, and number each.) 

DOS-239 (Rev. 11/99) ,. .; v .-'̂  '̂•, ''̂  , Page 1 of 3 



(Complete the certification in the paragraph that applies tothe filing of this local law and 
strike out that which is not applicable.) • ; 

L (Final adoption by local legislative body only.) ^ ' 

2. of 20 LL of 
-was duly passed by the 

I hereby certify that the local law annexed hereto, designated as local law No. 
• the (County)(City)(fown)(Village) of - 3 ^ f ^ '—^ -1 

^ P A K / T • ^ j J ^ J & Q A f i P ' nn (Tane 13 9n \ 1 ' , in accordance with the applicable 
(Name of Legislative body) ' ' . ' . ' . ' ; i • 

provisions of law. ' ' .. ; : . " , ' / 

(Passage by loca I legisia tive body with approval, no [disapproval or repassage after disapproval by the Elective 
ChieTEreeutive Officer.*.) i i 

I hereby certify that.the local law aiineX 
the (County)(City)(Town)(Village) of 

(Name of Legislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the 

nrr . - 20 

tb, designated as local law No. -1 of 20. -of 

(Elective Chief Executive Officer*) • r . ., , 

, in accordance with the applicable provisions of law.' 

was duly, passed by the 

, arid was (approved)( not approved) 

aiiff̂ ras-deejTied duly adopted 

inal adoption by referendum.) 

I hereby certify that thel5cal4a^i_^nexed hereto, designated as local'law No: 
the(County)(Gity)(Town)(Villageyof 

of 20. .of 
was duly passed by the 

, and was (approved)( not approved) 

on 20; 
(Name of LegislaHve Body) . , '-'r - . . • ' . 

(repassed after disapproval) by the ' • 
• ' ' (Elective Chief Executive Officer*} 

Such local law was submitted to the people by reason of a(mandatory)(permissiYe) refereridurnTaffd-received the affirmative 
vote of a majority of the qualified electors .voting thereon'at the (general) (special)(aririual) election held on. 
20 : , iri accordance with the applicable provisions oflaw. 

(Subject to permissive referendum and final adoption because no valid petition was filed requesting referendum.) 

I hereby certify thiat theloCaHaw..̂ mexed heretb, designated as local law No'-
the (County)(Gity)(Town)(Village) of 

of20_ -of 
was duly passed by the 

, and was (approyed)( not approved) 

on^——^ 20 i _ . Such local 

(Natne of Legislative Body) 

(repassed after disapproval) by the 
(Elective Chief Executive officer*) 

law was subject to permissive referendurn and no valid petition requesting such referendum was fijed as of-
20 : , in accordance with the applicable prpvisions of law.. . 

* Elective ChiefExecutive Officer means or includes the chief executive officer ofa couiity elected on a county-wide basis or, if there be none, 
the chairperson of the county' legislative body, the mayor of a city or village, or the supervisor of a town where'such officer is vested with the 
power to approve or veto local laws or ordinances. ' • : , . : - * . 
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local law concerning Charter revision proposed by petition.) 

lo,designated as local law No. of 20. .of I hereby certify that the local law. ann 
the City of '. - having been'suBmitted^G-rcferend^ pursuantto the provisions of section (36)(37) 
ofthe Municipal Home Rule Law, and having received the affirmative vote of aTnajor-ity.o£the |̂uanfie^ electors of such city 
yoting thereon at the (special)(general) election held on ^ ^ 20 became operative -̂

local law concerning adoption of Charter.) 

I hereby certify that the local 
the County of 
November , 20 

Jieretp, desigriated as local law No. -- ' ' ' of 20 :of 
.State ofKe^"¥©fkJiaYina been submitted to the electors at the General Election of 

, pursuant to slibdivisions 5 and ..23of the Municipal Home Rule Law, and 
having received the affirmative vote of amajorityof the qualified electors ofthe cities of saidx0unty.js_a_unitand a majority 
of the qualified electors Of the toWns of said county Considered as ;a unit voting at said general election, became-operative. 

(If aiiy other authorized form of final adoption has been followed, please provide an appropriate certification.) 

I further certify that I have compared the preceding jocal law witfi the original on file in this office and that the same 
is a correct transcript therefrorri and df the whole of such original local law, and;;was finally adopted in the manner 
indic'ated in pai'agraph—f , above. ' ' .a „ 

'Clerk ofthe.* Hativc-body, City, Town oi^itlagreierk-or-

(Sea/).-' 

officer designated by local legislative body 

Date: P e C ^ J m b e T U , > J l l • 

(Certification to be\xscuted by County Attorney, Corporation Counsel, Town Attorney, ViUage Attorney or other 
authorized attorney "of locality.) : ' 

• ., ^,:r' 
STATE 0F'1«JEWY0RK 
COUNTY OF 

I , the undersigned, hereby certify that the foregoing local law contains the correct text and that all proper proceedings have 
been had or taken for the enactment of the local law annexed hereto. > 

Signature 

Title 

County 

^'^^of.. 
Town 
Village 

Date: 
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AFFIDAVIT OF PUBLICATION 

.cwn!BoardX*4Se%4%SS® 

•State df NewYork, 

County of Chautauqua • - . ' ' 

City of Dunkirk . ". .' 

. Sheila McWillson , being diily sworn, deposes and says that . 

shejis the Principal Clerk, for Ogderi Newspapers ofNew York 

Inc. thejpublisher of The OBSERVER,'a daily newspaper published 

in the City of Dunkirk, Chautauqua County, State of New York, 

and that a notice of which the annexed is a printed copy, was 

inserted and published iii said newspaper on the following 

dates ! . '••. ;• . .' 

June 4, 2017:V- ,/ ' 'V- • • " •-• '/ 

- •. .. V/Sheila'McWillson 

. Signed before me this 5* d̂ay of Jurie 2017 

Notary Public. 

• BAR-'A-^A MUSSO. 
^;'N6ti^!•V ;-';.^bi!G^ State of New York 
'•'.Qua!ifi£o iiVGhauiauqua County 
:!M5 Conr-i-iission Expires ^ 



FFieilL COFf / Adoptp Local i M #2-2017. 

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the.Tovvn'of Brant, Couiity of Erie, State of New York, as follows: 

Chapter 161 of the Town of Brant Code,is hereby aniended by addiiig thereto the following: 

Chapter 161-39-1 Solar Energy. Systems , 

(I) AUTHORITY , '\ 'j 

This Zoninjg for Solar Energy. Law is adopted pursuant to (sectibns 261 -263 of the Town Law) of the 
. State oCNew York, which authorizes the To\yn of Brant to adopt zoning pro visions, that advance and 
protect the'health, safety, and welfare of the cpmrnuiiity, and "to niake provision for, so far as conditions 
may permit, the accommodatioh of solar energy systerns and equipment and access to sunlight necessary 
therefor." / ' • 

• (2) STATEMENT of PURPOSE \ . ' ' ; ' ' 

This Zoning for Solar Enbrgy Law is adopted to advance and protect the public health, safety, and welfare 
ofthe Town of Brant, including: , " ' \ . ; i 

1. Taking advantage of a safe, abundant, .renewable, and non-polluting energy resource; 
2. Decreasing the cost of energy to the owners of comniercial and residential properties, iricluding 

single-faniily houses; and • \ ' " • ; 
3. Increasing employment and business development in the region by furthering the installation of 

Solar Energy Systems. ; , ' ! " ' , 

(3V DEFINITIONS '.•-'•'''':....' '''''^[ .'•'''''' ^.'. ••:''ry'.-<y :''•-•.''-.' 
Building Integrated Photovoltaic (BIPV) Systems : A cornbination of photovoltaic building components 
integrated into any building envelope system such as vertical facades including,glass and other facade 
material̂  semitransparent skylightj systems, roofing mkerials^ and shading oyer windows. 

Ground Mounted Solar Energy System: A Solar Energy System that is anchored to the ground and 
attached to a pole or other mounting system, detached fi-orn any other structure for the primary purpose of 
producing electricity fof.onsite cohsuriiption. • . , . . • 

Large-Sicale Solar Energy System: A Solar Energy System that is ground mounted and produces energy 
prinriarily forthe purpose of offsite salê ô̂^̂^̂  '. . 

Roof-Mounted Solar Energy System: A solar panel systenri located on the roof of any legally permitted 
building or structiire for the purpose of producing electricity for onsite or offsite consumption. .'••'' '''... .'..'-
Solar Energy Equipment: Ejectrical energy storage devices, material, hardware, inverters, or other 
electrical equipment and conduit of photovoltaic devices asspciated.with the production of electrical 
energy.- , ' : •.c-"--v-: . "v. •' • ' ' ' • .'.'/ .•:'' 

i; Solar Energy Systern: An electrical generation system composed of a combination of both Solar Panels 
and Solar Energy Equipment^; . ' . * , 

Solar Panel: A photovoltaic deyicie capable of collecting and converting solar energy jnto electrical 
•'energy; ' •'•' '.. '. • '' •'• ' ' -̂ -



APPLICABILITY 
The requirements ofthis law shall'apply to all Solar Energy Systems installed or modjfied after its 
effective date, excluding general maintenance and repair arid Building^lntegrated Photovoltaic Systems. 

(41 SOLAR AS AN ACCESSORY USE OR STRUCTURE i 
A. Roof-mouhted Solar Energy Systems. 

1. Roof-mounted Soiar Energy Systems that use the electricity onsite or offsite are permitted as 
an accessory use in all zoning districts when attached to any lawfully permitted, building or 
structure. ' : \ " 

2. Height. Solar Energy Systems shall hot exceed the maximum height restrictions of the zoning 
district Nwithin which they are located and are provided the same height exemptions granted 
to building-mounted mechanical devices or equipment. , ' 

3., Aesthetics. Roof-mounted Solar Energy System instiallations shall incorporate, vyhen feasible, 
the follovying design reqiiirements: i 
a. Panels facing the front yard, must be mounted at.the sarfi'e angle asthe roof's surface with 

a maximum distarice of 18 inches between the roof and the highest edge of the system. 
4. Roof-mounted Solar Energy Systems that use thie energy onsite or offsite shall be exempt 

' frorn the site plan review under the local zoriing code or other land use regulati^ 
B. Ground-mounted Solar Energy Systems. 

1. Ground-mounted Splar Energy Systems that use the electricity primarily onsite are permitted 
as accessary structures in all districts, with an approved building permit, an ' 

2 . , Height and Setback. Ground-Mounted Solar Energy Systems shall adhere to the height and 
setback requirements of the underlying zoning district. 

3. Lot Coverage. System's are lirnited to 70 percient of lot coverage. The surface area covered by 
Ground-Mounted Solar Panels shall be included in totat lot eoverage.: 

4. All such Systems in residential districts shall be installed in the side 6r rear yards. 
C. As apart of the application process, emergency shut off location and Material Specification Data 

. sheets are required to be filed with the local fire department. 

(5) APPROVAL STANDARDS FOR LARGE-SCALE SOLAR SYSTEMS AS A SPECIAL USE ; 
A. Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems are permitted through the issuance of a special use permit, in 

accordance with §161-37, within conimercial and agricultural 
requirements set forth in this Sectipn, including site plan approyaL Applicatiohsforthe 
installation of a Large-Scale Solar, Energy System ishall be reviewed by the Cpde Enforcemerit 
Officer and referred, with comments, to the Planning Board for. its review and recommendation. 
Subsequently the Code Enforcement Officer's review and comments and the recommendation of 
the Planning Board will be forwarded to the Town Board for its review and action, which can 
include approval, approval.on conditions, arid'deniial. ' , ' 

B. Special Use Perniit Application Requirements. Fbr a special usepermit application, the site plan 
application is to be used as supplemented by the followirig prdvisions. / 
1. Jf the property of the proposed project .is to be leasedj legal consent between all parties^ 

, specifying the use(s) of the land forthe duration of the project, including easements and 
other agreements shall be submitted, as well as evidence that land ovyners have been 

. notified of the Town's payment in ljeu of tax policy. 
• 2. Blueprints showing the layout of the Solar Energy System signed, by a Professional Engineer or 

Registered Architect shall be required. 
3. The equipnient specification sheets shall be documented and submitted for all photovoltaic 

panels, significant components, riiounting systems, and inverters that are to be installed. 
Copies will also be submitted to the local fire coriipany upon cornpletion of installation. 



4. Property Operation arid Maintenance Plan. Such plari shall describe continuing photovoltaic 
• maintenance and property •upkeep, such as mpvyirig and trimriiing, ahd a performance bbnd 

must be maintained to ensure compliance to this provision. , 
5. Decommissioninig Plan. To ensure the proper removal of 'Liarge-Solar Energy Systems, a 

Decommissioning Planshall be submitted as a part ofthe application. Compliance with this 
plan is riiade a condition for .the issuance of a special use permit under this Section. The 
Decommissioning Plan must specify that after the Lafge-Scale Solar Energy System 
longer be used, it shall be removed by the applicant or any subsequent owner. The plan shall 

- demonstrate hovv the removal of all irifrastructure and the remediation of soil and vegetation 
shall be conducted to return the parcel to its original state prior to construction. The plan 
shall also include an expected timeline for execution. A cost estimate detailing the projected 

, cost of executing the Decommissioning Plan shajl be prepared by a Professional Engineer or 
Contractor. Cost estimatioris shall take into account inflatipn. Removal of Large-Scale Solar 
Energy Systems must be cdnipleted in accordance with th ' 
Large-Scale Solar Energy System is riot decommissioned after being considered abandoned, a 
performance bond shall Be maintained in an amount sufficient tocover removal as 
determined by professional engirieer oi- contractor ahd adjusted as necessary for the effects 
of inflation. «: * : . i ^ , 

.. C. Special Use Permit Standards. 
1. Height and Setback, Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall adhere to the height and setback 

requirements 'of the underlying zoning district. 

2. Lot Size. Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall be located on lots with-a minimum lot size of 

S.acres.'.'. '• ' ^,./ '• ' '•} 
3. Lot Coverage. A Large-Scale Solar Energy Systerii that is ground mounted shall not exceed 70 

percent ofthe lotpn vyhich it is installed, The surface area covered by Splar Panels shall be 
included in tptal lot coverage. • , v . 

4. AH Large-Scale Solar Energy Systems shall be enclosed by fencing to prevent unauthorized 
access; Warning signs withthe ovvners contact iriformation shall be p̂  
and perimeter of the fencing;,,the:type of fencing shall be determined .by the Code 
Enforcement Officer. The fencing and the systenji may be further screened by any landscaping 
needed to avoid adverse aesthetic iriripacts. , 

5. Any application under this section shall meet any substantive' provisions contained in local 
I site plan requirements in the zoriing code that, iri the judgem^eht of the Planriing Board, are 

applicable tothe systerii being proposed. If none of the site plan requirements are applicable, 
the Planning Board may vyaive the requirement fdr site'plan review. 

6. Large Scale Solar Energy Systems proposed tobe located within agricultural districts created 
under N.Y.S. Agriculture and Markets Ljaw Article 25;AA are presumed to have a significant 
e.rivironmental impact and shall be treated as a TyjDe I Action'under SEQRA. Environmental 
reviewshall include, but riot be limited to, consideration ofthe proposed project's impact on 
the Town d'f Brant's Agricultural and Farmland Protection Plan-. 

7. The Town Board may imppse reasonable conditipns on any special use permit issued under 
' this Chapter. Such conditions may include requiring peHodic reports verifying the continuing 

operation of such facility as an electrical generator for purposes of verifying that the system 
has not been abandoned or discontinued. 

(6) ABANDONMENT AND DECOMISSIONING » ' 
Solar Energy Systems are consideredtab.andoned or discontinued after one (1) year without electrical 
energy generation and must be removed frpm the property. Applicatioris for extensions to this provision 
must be submitted to the Gode,Enforcement Officer for approval of theTpvvn Board at least three (3) 
months prjor to the expiratidri of the one (1) year period; 



Phra. : ' ' ^ ^ " ' * ' ' vo . „ „ , „ . 
civil ancj 


