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INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW #3 -2025

This Local Law proposes to amend certain provisions of Chapter 131 Parking and
Chapter 133 Property Maintenance and Chapter 190 Zoning as follows: 

Chapter 131

PARKING

Re -number, amend and add new sections 5- 17 to read asJollows

131- 1. Short title. 

131- 2. Purpose. 

131- 3. Definitions. 

131- 4. General provisions. 
131- 5. Campers, trailers and mobile homes. 
131- 6. Boats. 

131- 7. Commercial vehicles. 

131- 8. Sales of vehicles. 

131- 9. Repairs to vehicles. 

131- 10. Vehicle part and tires. 

131- 11. Fire lanes. 

131- 12. Parking for persons with disabilities. 
131- 13. Winter / Emergency parking. 
131- 14. Impounding of vehicle. 
131- 15. Penalties for offenses. 

131- 16. Enforcement. 

131- 17. Exceptions. 

Add following definitions to Section § 131- 3. Definitions. 

BOAT -- A vessel capable of carrying one or more people and intended for use on or in water. 

CAMPER — A motorized, self-propelled vehicle containing sleeping and other facilities for habitation. 

COMMERCIAL VEHICLE — Any vehicle used in conjunction with any business or trade, with the
exception of the automobile of a salesman, professional person or the like. 

CONSTRUCTION VEHICLE — A commercial vehicle customarily used in the construction trades. 

JUNKED VEHICLE — Any unlicensed, inoperative, abandoned, wrecked, discarded, stored, dismantled or
partially dismantled vehicle or in condition for legal use upon the public highway. 

MOBILE HOME — A structure mounted on axles and wheels containing living facilities and towable from
place to place. 

MOTORCYCLE — An unenclosed vehicle with a saddle for the rider and designed to and up to three
wheels. 

MOTOR VEIIICLE — Any self-propelled vehicle or device that is or intended to be drawn upon a public
highway. 

REAR YARD — The area across the full width of a lot, from of the rear of the principal building to the
rear lot line. 

RECREATION VEHICLE - A self-propelled or towable device designed for leisure, travel, or outdoor
activities (includes travel trailers, tent trailers, motor homes, boats, snowmobiles, etc.). 

SEMITRAILER — A detachable trailer supported in front by a truck tractor. 



STORAGE / STORED — Parking of a vehicle for a period in excess of 24 hours. 

TRACTOR — A truck with only a driver' s cab used to haul detachable trailers. 

TRACTOR -TRAILER — A combination of a tractor and a trailer or semitrailer. 

TRAILER, BOAT — A trailer designed to transport boats. 

TRAILER, CAMPER — a collapsible trailer with sleeping facilities. 

TRAILER, HOUSE — a rigid -walled trailer with sleeping facilities

TRAILER, UTILITY — A trailer used to haul miscellaneous materials. 

Amend following definition title/name as follows (Leave definition description) 

HANDICAPPED PARKING ACCESS AREA to PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES PARKING
ACCESS AREA

HANDICAPPED PERSON to PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

Replace § 131- 4. General provisions. (A) with following• 

A. It shall not be lawful for any person to park a motor vehicle upon a public road or highway in the
Town of Gates: 

Within 20 feet of the intersection of another road or highway, or within 20 feet of a crosswalk. 

Upon any public sidewalk. 

Directly opposite a driveway

In front of a driveway, except where: 

a. The vehicle is owned by or registered to the occupant of the premises; and

b. The vehicle does not obstruct access to or exit from any driveway located directly across the
street. 

5) Upon any private road or driveway in a manner that obstructs the free passage of another vehicle, 
without the permission of the owner or occupant of the premises. 

6) Diagonally upon any public highway, unless specifically permitted by posted signs. 

7) Within 15 feet of a fire hydrant. 

8) In the space between a public sidewalk and a point three ( 3) feet from the paved portion of the
roadway, or more than three ( 3) feet into the public right-of-way where no sidewalk exists. 

Upon any unpaved, grassed, or landscaped area within the public right-of-way of any roadway, 
or directly adjacent to the paved portion of any public roadway. 

Section B -F remain unchanged

9) 

Re -number section $ 131- 5 Fire lanes. to § 131- 11 Fire lanes and move accordinul



Add new section § 131- 5. Campers. trailers and mobile homes. 

131- 5. Campers, trailers and mobile homes. 

A. No camper, camper trailer, mobile home or house trailer shall be stored outside on public property. 

B. No such vehicle over 35 feet may be parked on public property without first obtaining a permit from the
Town Board, following a public hearing, unless such hearing is waived by the Town Board. 

C. Vehicles 35 feet or less may be parked or stored subject to the following: 

1) Only two such vehicles per family per lot (unlimited inside enclosed garage) 

2) Must be located in a driveway, garage or behind the building setback line. 

3) May not preempt required off-street parking

4) The parking or storage of such vehicles shall be in full compliance with Chapter 133- 8, 
Storage and parking of motor vehicles, of this Code

5) Must belong to an owner or occupant of the premises. 

6) May not be used for any residential purpose. 

7) Must be legally registered. 

Re -number section . 131- 6 Parkin: for handicapped. to & 131- 12 Parking for persons with disabilities and
move accordincly: 

ADD new section§ 131- 6. Boats

131- 6 Boats

A. No boat shall be stored outside on public property, and no boat over 35 feet shall be stored outside at
on private property without Town Board approval. 

B. Boats 35 feet or less may be stored on private property subject to: 

1) Maximum two boats per family per lot (unlimited inside garage). 

2) Must be stored in a driveway, garage or behind the building setback line. 

3) May not preempt required off-street parking. 

4) Must belong to the owner or occupant of the premises. 

Re -number and amend section k 131- 7 Winter/emereencv parking. to § 131- 13 Winter / Emergency parking
and move accordingly: 



ADD new section§ 131- 7. Commercial vehicles

131- 7 Commercial vehicles

A. No commercial vehicle may be stored outside on public property. 

B. No commercial vehicle over 30 feet, nor any tractor -trailer or semitrailer, may be stored outside on
private property in a residential district. 

C. No commercial vehicle may be parked on public property in a residential district for longer than four
4) hours in 24 hours except while providing services to residents. 

D. A commercial vehicle 30 feet or less ( not a tractor -trailer or semitrailer) may be parked or stored on
public property or private property in a residential district, subject to: 

1. Only one per lot; two allowed ifone is in an enclosed garage or fully screened. 
2. Must be parked in a driveway or garage. 
3. Must not preempt required off-street parking. 
4. Must comply with § 133- 8( C) of the Code. 
5. Must belong to an owner or occupant of the premises. 
6. Must be legally registered. 

D. No tractor -trailer or semitrailer may be stored in any residential, business or commercial district. 

Re -number section § 131- 8 Intpoundhse of vehicles. And amend to § 131- 14 Removal and Impounding of
vehicle and move accordinely: 

ADD new section§ 131- 8. Sale of vehicles

131- 8 Sale of vehicles

A. No more than one vehicle may be offered for sale at any property at any time, and no more
than two per calendar year. 

Said vehicle must: 

1. Be owned by a current occupant; 
2. Be well maintained: 

3. Not create a nuisance; 

4. Not be placed in the road right-of-way. 

Re -number section § 131- 9 Penalties for offenses. to § 131- 15 Penalties for offenses. and move actordinch-: 

ADD new section§ 131- 9. Repairs to vehicles. 

131- 9. Repairs to vehicles. 

No major repairs may be made to vehicles outside an enclosed building. Minor repairs ( oil, spark
plugs, tires, etc.) are permitted. Nothing in this section permits commercial vehicle repair in
residential districts. 



Re -number section S 131- 10 Enforcement. to § 131- 16 Enforcement. and prove accordinc. lv: 

ADD new section 131- 10. Vehicle parts and tires. 

131- 10. Vehicle parts and tires. 

No accumulation or outdoor storage of vehicle parts or tires is permitted on any property, except that
this provision shall not prohibit the storage of spare tires or parts kept within an enclosed garage or
building, nor prohibit the normal maintenance of personal vehicles

Moved re -numbered sections along with content: 

131- 11. Fire lanes. ( move entire section from old § 131- 5 Fire Lanes) 

131- 12. Parking for persons with disabilities. (move entire section from old § 131- 6 Parkingfor
handicapped) 

131- 13. Winter / Emergency parking. (move entire section from old § 131- 7 Winter/emergency
parking) 

Amend title 131- 8lmpoundin2 a vehicle) with ti 131- 14. Removal and Impounding of vehicle. 

Replace entire section with following: 

A. Vehicles Parked During Snow or Emergency Conditions. 
When any vehicle is parked or abandoned on any highway or public parking lot within the Town during
a snowstorm, flood, fire, or other public emergency which affects that portion of the public highway or
parking lot upon which said vehicle is parked or abandoned, such vehicle may be removed by or under
the direction of the Police Department or any other person authorized by the Town to do so. 

B. Vehicles Constituting an Obstruction or Parked in Unauthorized Locations. 
When any vehicle is found unattended on any highway or public parking lot within the Town where
such vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic, interferes with the free movement of vehicles or
pedestrians, or is parked in a space designated and properly posted for persons with disabilities without
displaying a valid state -issued permit or license plate authorizing such parking, such vehicle may be
removed by or under the direction of the Police Department or any other person authorized by the Town
to do so. 

Removal may occur immediately when such vehicle creates a hazard, obstructs access, or impedes the
use of a designated handicapped parking space. 

C. Impoundment, Cost and Fee Schedule. 

Any vehicle removed pursuant to this section shall be impounded and stored under the direction of the
Police Department or any other person authorized by the Town to do so. The owner or operator of such
vehicle shall be responsible for all towing, storage, and administrative charges incurred as a result of
such removal and impoundment. The vehicle shall not be released until all such costs have been paid
and satisfactory proof of ownership has been established. 

Towing, storage, and administrative fees for vehicles removed pursuant to this chapter shall be as set
forth in a schedule of fees adopted by resolution of the Town Board and kept on file in the office of the
Town Clerk. Such fees may be reviewed and amended periodically by the Town Board to reflect the
actual cost of removal, towing, storage, and administrative services. 



D. Notice to Owner. 

As soon as practicable after the removal of any vehicle pursuant to this section, the Police Department
or other authorized Town personnel shall make reasonable efforts to notify the owner of the vehicle of
its removal, the location where it may be reclaimed, and the procedures for doing so. 

E. Additional Towable Offenses

A vehicle may be removed and impounded when it is: 

1. Stopped, standing, or parked in a fire lane; 
2. Parked within 15 feet of a fire hydrant; 

3. Parked in violation of Town Board -designated no -parking zones. 

ADD new re -numbered section 131- 15 Penalties for offenses from old (41 131- 9 Penalties /or offenses) 

Replace entire section withfollowing: 

131- 15. Penalties for offenses

A. General. 

Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be subject to the penalties, fines, fees, and
administrative charges established by the Town Board. 

B. Establishment of fines by resolution. 
The Town Board shall adopt, by resolution at its annual Organizational Meeting — or at such other
time as it deems appropriate — a schedule of fines, penalties, towing fees, storage charges, 
administrative fees, surcharge amounts, and other enforcement -related costs for violations of this
chapter. 

Such schedule shall have the full force and effect of law until amended by subsequent resolution. 

C. Doubling of fines after 15 days. 
Any fine issued pursuant to this chapter that is not paid or contested within fifteen ( 15) days of issuance
shall double, in accordance with the fine schedule adopted by the Town Board. 
This increase shall occur automatically without the need for additional notice. 

D. Default judgments for unpaid fines. 

If a fine remains unpaid sixty (60) days after issuance, the Town may enter a default judgment pursuant
to the Civil Practice Law and Rules for civil collection. 

Any additional penalties, administrative fees, late fees, or surcharges associated with the entry or
enforcement of a default judgment shall be as established by the Town Board in its annually adopted
fee schedule. 

E. Criminal penalties upon repeated violations. 

Every person convicted of a traffic infraction for a violation of this chapter, or of any rule or regulation
adopted thereto, shall be subject to the following penalties, consistent with New York State law: 

1. First offense: A fine as established by the Town Board, or imprisonment for not more than
fifteen ( 15) days, or both. 

2. Second offense within eighteen ( 18) months: A fine, not to exceed the maximum allowed by
New York State law, as established by the Town Board, or imprisonment for not more than
forty-five (45) days, or both. 

3. Third or subsequent offense within eighteen ( 18) months: A fine, not to exceed the maximum
allowed by New York State law, as established by the Town Board, or imprisonment for not
more than ninety (90) days, or both. 



F. Scofflaws. 

1. Any person who has been issued three ( 3) summonses for violations of this chapter within an
eighteen -month ( 18 -month) period, and who has failed to satisfy such summonses, shall be
designated a scofflaw. 

2. The Town shall notify the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles of such designation
pursuant to the Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

3. In addition, the court may issue a warrant for failure to appear. 

G. Effect of paying a fine. 
Payment of any fine issued pursuant to this chapter constitutes a plea of guilty to the specified violation
and is legally equivalent to a conviction after trial. 

H. Failure to respond. 

Failure to respond to any charge within sixty ( 60) days shall be deemed an admission of liability, and
the Town may pursue all remedies described in this section, including default judgment, additional
penalties, and any enforcement actions authorized by law. 

I. Posting of schedule. 
The schedule of fines, penalties, and fees adopted by the Town Board shall be maintained by the Town
Clerk for public inspection and may be posted on the Town' s official website. 

ADD new re -numbered section 1S 131- 16 Enforcement from old ( 131- 10 Enforcement) Replace entire section

131- 16. Enforcement. 

This chapter shall be enforced by the Gates Police Department, Fire Marshal, Code Enforcement
Officers, parking monitors, or any authorized law enforcement officer. 
These officers may issue parking tickets, appearance tickets, or summonses, and may order towing or
removal of vehicles from public highways, public parking lots, and private property open to public
use, and from private property where violations of this chapter occur, consistent with Town Law and
the Criminal Procedure Law. 

ADD new re -numbered section k 131- 17 Exceptions from old (tip' 131- 11Exceptions) Replace entire section with
following: 

131- 17. Exceptions. 

A. The provisions of this chapter shall not apply to any peace officer or other law enforcement officer or
highway employee while engaged in the performance of their duties. 

B. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to hold any enforcement officer of the Town of
Gates or other agency responsible for any damages to persons or property by reason of the issuance
of a parking summons while exercising his/her discretion within the parameters of this chapter. 

C. Temporary exemptions may be granted by the Town Board or its designee for good cause shown, 
including but not limited to emergencies, moving, or utility work



Chapter 133 Property Maintenance

Replace entire ,,c133- 8. Storage and parking of motor vehicles with following

133- 8. Storage and parking of motor vehicles. 

A. Purpose. 

It is the purpose of this section to regulate the outdoor storage of motor vehicles, junked vehicles, and
unlicensed vehicles on private property in order to protect the health, safety and general welfare of the
residents of the Town and to preserve the appearance, quality, and character of neighborhoods. 
Parking, temporary placement, and use of vehicles on public highways, driveways, and rights-of-way
shall be governed by Chapter 131, Parking. 

B. Junked or unlicensed motor vehicles. 

1. Outdoor storage prohibited. 

No person shall cause or permit the outdoor storage of any junked, abandoned, or unlicensed
motor vehicle or motor vehicle parts on any property within the Town, except as otherwise
permitted by this section. 

2. Storage in enclosed buildings. 

A junked or unlicensed motor vehicle may be kept if stored entirely within a completely
enclosed building. 

3. Temporary storage permit. 
The Building Department may issue a temporary storage permit for an unlicensed vehicle
subject to the following: 
a) The vehicle does not constitute a nuisance or hazard. 

b) The vehicle must be maintained in safe and sanitary condition and fully covered with a
commercially manufactured vehicle cover. 

c) The permit shall specify the location, conditions, and duration. 
d) The permit may be revoked for noncompliance. 

4. Active repair. 

One unlicensed vehicle may be stored outdoors on a residential lot for active repair, provided
that: 

a) The vehicle is owned by a current occupant of the premises. 
b) The vehicle is undergoing continuous repair and not stored for more than 60 days. 
c) No dismantling or major repair occurs outside an enclosed building except as permitted

under Chapter 131. 

d) The vehicle and repair activity do not violate any provision of Chapter 131, including
restrictions on parking locations, blocking sidewalks, or creating safety hazards. 

C. Storage of registered and operable motor vehicles. 

1. General rule. 

No motor vehicle may be stored outdoors on private property for longer than 24 hours unless: 
a) It is currently registered and inspected; 
b) It is maintained in operable condition; 

c) It is stored in a driveway, garage, or designated parking area; 
d) It is stored in compliance with all relevant provisions of Chapter 131. 

2. Location restrictions. 

Long- term outdoor storage of vehicles shall not occur in any front yard unless expressly allowed
under Chapter 131. 



D. Vehicle types regulated under Chapter 131. 

The following vehicles and equipment are regulated exclusively under Chapter 131, and nothing in this
section shall be construed to authorize their storage or parking contrary to that chapter: 

1. Campers, motor homes, recreational vehicles, and travel trailers. 
2. Boats and boat trailers. 

3. Commercial vehicles, construction vehicles, and utility trailers. 
4. Semitrailers, house trailers, tractor -trailers, and similar units. 

5. Any vehicle defined under Chapter 131 as subject to special parking or storage restrictions. 

All placement, parking, or storage of the above vehicles must comply with Chapter 131, including
location, number, size limits, registration requirements, and use limitations. 

E. Enforcement. 

1. The provisions of this section shall be enforced by the Building Department, Code Compliance
personnel, or any other officer authorized by the Town. 

2. Violations relating to parking, temporary placement, roadway restrictions, or improperly parked
vehicles shall be enforced under Chapter 131. 

F. Penalties. 

A violation of this section shall be subject to the penalties established by resolution of the Town Board
pursuant to Chapter 131, in addition to any civil or administrative remedies available under this chapter. 

G. Conflicts. 

Where a conflict exists between this section and Chapter 131, the provisions of Chapter 131 shall
control regarding parking, placement, and classification of vehicles. 



Chapter 190 Zoning

Article II Definitions and Word Usage. 

190-5 Definitions

Add: 

FARM

A Farm shall mean any parcel or parcels of land used for agricultural activities or farm operations, including
land defined as ' land used in agricultural production' under New York State Agriculture and Markets Law

301( 4). A farm includes farmland, pastures, orchards, vineyards, greenhouses, farm buildings, animal housing, 
equipment storage, and other structures or uses normally associated with agricultural production. 

FARM OPERATION

A Farm Operation shall mean the land and on- farm buildings, equipment, manure processing and handling
facilities, and agricultural practices which contribute to the production, preparation, and marketing of crops, 
livestock, and livestock products, including commercial horse boarding operations (§ 301( 13)) and timber
operations (§301( 14)), as defined in New York State Agriculture and Markets Law §301( 11). A farm operation
may consist of one or more owned or rented parcels, contiguous or noncontiguous. 

COMMERCIAL FARM

A Commercial Farm shall mean a Farm that produces agricultural products, livestock, or livestock products with
the intent to sell such products as part of a commercial enterprise. Evidence of commercial operation may
include enrollment in an Agricultural District, participation in an Agricultural Assessment, farm tax
classification, or documentation of sales. No minimum acreage or gross sales threshold is required unless
otherwise defined by New York State Agriculture and Markets Law

NONCOMMERCIAL FARM

A Noncommercial Farm shall mean a Farm of five acres or more used primarily for the production of crops, 
livestock, or agricultural products for personal use, personal consumption, hobby farming, or limited incidental
sales not made as part of a commercial farm operation. 

Rename Article XVIII (Reserved) to Article XVIII Farm and Farm Operation Regulations

Reassign and add Sections §190- 71 to § 190- 75

190- 71. Location Where Farm and Farm Operation Uses Are Permitted

A. Farm, Farm Operation, Commercial Farm, and Noncommercial Farm uses shall be permitted
only on parcels that are simultaneously: 

1) Located within a certified Monroe County Agricultural District, and
2). Located within an Agricultural District established under New York State Agriculture

and Markets Law Article 25 -AA. 

B. Such uses are not permitted on parcels that do not meet both criteria. 

190-72 Compliance With New York State Agriculture & Markets Law

Farm operations permitted under this Section, when located within a certified Agricultural District, 
shall be protected and regulated consistent with Article 25 -AA of the New York State Agriculture and
Markets Law, including §305- a regarding unreasonable local restrictions. 



190- 73. Loss of Agricultural District Designation; Cessation of Farm Use

A. If a parcel containing a Farm or Farm Operation is removed from either: 
1). the Monroe County Agricultural District, or
2). the New York State Agricultural District under Article 25 -AA, 

the farm use shall immediately become non -permitted under this Chapter. 

B. Upon such removal, all farm and farm -operation activities shall cease within six ( 6) months of
the date of removal. 

C. The property owner shall notify the Code Enforcement Officer within 30 days of receiving
notice of removal. 

190- 74 No Nonconforming Use Status Granted

A Farm, Farm Operation, Commercial Farm, or Noncommercial Farm that becomes prohibited due to

the parcel' s loss of Agricultural District designation shall not acquire nonconforming use status and
must cease as required in subsection C. 

190- 75 Accessory Agricultural Uses: Farmstands, U -Pick, Agritourism, and Product Sales

A. Accessory Nature. 
Farmstands, U -pick operations, Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) pickup areas, 
seasonal crop sales, on- farm educational activities, agritourism, and other similar uses shall be
permitted only as accessory uses to a lawful Farm or Farm Operation allowed under this
Section. 

B. Product Source Requirement. 

A majority of products sold or offered at farmstands, U -pick operations, or CSA distribution
points must be grown, raised, or produced on the Farm or Farm Operation, consistent with NYS
Agriculture & Markets Law practices. 

1) Supplemental products from other local farms are allowed when consistent with AML' s

definition of farm marketing. 

C. Structures and Scale. 

Farmstands may include temporary, seasonal, or permanent structures normally associated with
direct on- farm marketing. Structure size and location shall not impose requirements inconsistent
with NYS AML §305- a. 

D. Agritourism and Educational Activities. 

Activities including but not limited to: 

1) farm tours, 

2) U -pick fruit and vegetable operations, 

3) hayrides, 

4) corn mazes, 

5) farm -based education, 

6) farm dinners or similar small- scale events, 

shall be permitted when they are customarily incidental to the agricultural use and
consistent with AML guidance on on- farm marketing and agritourism. 



E. Parking and Traffic. 
Parking and access areas for farmstands and U -pick operations shall be permitted on- farm, 
provided they do not create off-site safety hazards. Requirements shall not impose unreasonable
restrictions inconsistent with AML §305- a. 

F. Cessation When Farm Use Ends. 

All farmstands, U -pick operations, and other accessory agricultural activities shall cease: 
1). when the primary Farm or Farm Operation ceases, or
2). when the parcel loses its Agricultural District designation and the 6 -month cessation

period ends. 

190- 76 Dimensional requirements. 

All requirements for setbacks; signage; and fences, hedges, buffers, and berms shall be as required in Article
XIX herein, and consistent with the requirements of Article 25 -AA of the NY Agriculture and Markets Law. 

Add Article XVIIIA (Reserved) 

Add §190- 77 through § 190-90 (Reserved) 


