CITY OF KENMORE
WASHINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. 25-0626

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF KENMORE, WASHINGTON, AMENDING
CHAPTER 18.100 OF THE KENMORE MUNICIPAL CODE TO ALLOW
GREATER FLEXIBILITY FOR TEMPORARY HOMELESS SHELTERS
CONSISTENT WITH STATE LAW; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND
ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the Washington Growth Management Act (GMA) requires fully planning
local governments to plan for and accommodate housing affordable to all income levels,
and all cities and counties planning under the GMA must update their comprehensive
plans and development regulations according to the schedule in RCW 36.70A.130; and

WHEREAS, all fully planning jurisdictions must document sufficient land capacity
for emergency housing, emergency shelters, and permanent supportive housing. (RCW
36.70A.070(2)(c)); and

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature amended RCW 35A.21.360, which
limits the ability of local jurisdictions to regulate hosting of the homeless by religious
organizations; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 35A.21.360, the City desires to amend Chapter
18.100 KMC, as set forth in Exhibit A (Temporary Homeless Shelter Amendments) to
comply with state law; and

WHEREAS, the City Council’s second highest priority from 2025 to 2026 is to
“preserve and increase availability of all types of housing at all income levels, including
the needs of people experiencing homelessness”; and

WHEREAS, the City Council’s eighth highest priority from 2025 to 2026 is to
“continue to implement the Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA) Strategic
Plan, including social justice reform”; and

WHEREAS, the proposed amendments set forth in Exhibit A increase the allowed
duration, number, and ease of applications for temporary homeless shelters; and

WHEREAS, on June 23, 2025 the City’s SEPA Responsible Official issued a
threshold determination on nonsignificance for the Temporary Homeless Shelter
Amendments, and the City received no comments relating to the same; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to RCW 36.70A.106, the City notified Commerce of the
proposed Temporary Homeless Shelter Amendments; and



WHEREAS, on July 28, 2025, the City Council held an informational discussion on
the proposed Temporary Homeless Shelter Amendments, and duly considered the same;
and

WHEREAS, on October 13, 2025, the City Council held a public hearing on the
proposed Temporary Homeless Shelter Amendments, and duly considered the same; and

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to meet the mandates of state law and to adopt
the proposed Temporary Homeless Shelter Amendments in compliance with RCW
35A.21.360; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the Temporary Homeless Shelter
Amendments meet the decision criteria of KMC 19.20.090.A and .C; and

WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the proposed Temporary Homeless Shelter
Amendments will benefit the public health and welfare of its residents;

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF KENMORE, WASHINGTON
ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:

Section1.  Recitals. The recitals set forth above are incorporated herein as
findings in support of this Ordinance.

Section2. Amendment. The City Council amends Chapter 18.100 of the
Kenmore Municipal Code as set forth in Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated by
reference as if set forth in full.

Section 3.  Severability. If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this
ordinance shall be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent
jurisdiction, such invalidity or unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or
constitutionality of any other section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance.

Section 4.  Effective Date. This ordinance shall be published in the City's
newspaper of record, and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date
of publication.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AT AREGULAR MEETING THEREOF ON THE 20TH
DAY OF JULY, 2026.

CITY OF KENMORE

o

Nigél Herbig, Mayor

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED:
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Scott Passey, City Clerk
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Dawn Reitan, City Attorney
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EXHIBIT A TO ORDINANCE 25-0626
l. KMC 18.100.200 is amended to read as follows:

18.100.200 Indoor and outdoor temporary homeless shelters.

A. This section regulates indoor and outdoor temporary homeless shelters, which include
temporary homeless encampments (“tent cities”) and temporary homeless indoor shelters, but
exclude eeld severe-weather low-barrier shelters, which are regulated by KMC 18.100.210.
Indoor and outdoor temporary homeless shelters are a type of emergency shelter in which the
duration of the shelter use is temporary.

B. In recognition of the need for temporary housing for homeless persons, the purpose of this
section is to allow sponsoring religious, nonprofit, and governmental organizations (hereafter,
“sponsoring organizations”) to use property owned or controlled by them for indoor and outdoor
temporary homeless shelters (hereafter, “temporary homeless shelters” or “shelters”), while
preventing harmful effects associated with such uses, including but not limited to the possibility
of impediments to emergency services, the possibility of environmental degradation, the use of
improper sanitary facilities, and the possibility of any other factors that would be considered a
nuisance under applicable laws. An outdoor temporary homeless shelter shall include all land
and buildings that are used for the shelter, and an indoor temporary homeless shelter shall
include all buildings and outdoor areas that are used for the shelter (hereafter, “shelter site”).

C. Temporary homeless shelters may be permitted in accordance with the following procedures,
requirements and standards, which shall apply instead of KMC 18.100.120 through 18.100.140:

1. The city manager is authorized to issue temporary use permits for shelters only upon
demonstration by the sponsoring organization that all public health and safety
requirements of this section have been satisfied or adequately addressed. The city
manager may administratively adjust such requirements upon entry of findings and

conclusmns to support the adjustment Iheeﬁ*m&qagepmaﬁemmatea—pemmzppena

2. An application for a temporary homeless shelter shall include the following:
a. The dates of the start and termination of the shelter;
b. The maximum number of residents proposed;
c. The location, including parcel number(s) and address(es);
d. The name(s) of the sponsoring organization(s);

e. A proposed plan regarding self-management;



f. A site plan, which shall:

(1) Show components of the shelter, including but not limited to: dwelling,
eating, living, potable water, sanitary, solid waste, and administrative facilities
and areas; entry and exit points; pathways; parking areas; and access routes for
emergency services; and

(2) Demonstrate compliance with all safety and health requirements of this
section, as applicable;

g. A transportation plan, which shall detail the plan for the pick-up and delivery of
residents, if any, and include the walking routes from nearby transit stops to the
shelter, and provisions for public transit tickets for residents, if any; and

h. A code of conduct, which shall at a minimum:

(1) Require residents to agree to the code prior to being permitted to dwell on
site; and

(2) Prohibit drugs, alcohol, weapons, and open flames; prohibit violent behavior
and loitering in the area surrounding the site; and establish and require
observance to quiet hours.

3. A temporary homeless shelter must meet or the sponsoring organization must
implement all of the following health and safety standards:

a. Have a maximum of 50 residents, which the city manager may reduce due to
property and shelter conditions or considerations.

b. For outdoor shelters, have a total site area of at least 150 square feet per resident.

c. Have a maximum duration of six (6) consecutive months 125-consecutive days.

d. At approximately the 60-day mark, file a report with the city manager using forms

e. Enclose outdoor shelters on all sides with a minimum six-foot-tall, sight-obscuring
fence; provided, that if the shelter cannot be viewed by a person standing on the
ground of or looking out of the window of a building on an abutting property, the
fence does not need to be constructed along such abutting property.

f. Use existing permanent structures and not construct new permanent structures.

g. At all times, have a point of contact who can be reached by phone.



h. Prohibit overnight stays by children under the age of 18, unless accompanied by a
parent or guardian.

i. Before admitting a potential resident, contact the King County sheriff's
communications center, or other agency or office approved by the City, to determine
whether the potential resident is registered as a sex offender or has an active

warrant. If the potential resident is-aregistered-sex-offenderor has an active warrant,

prohibit admission to the shelter.

j. Provide adequate sanitary facilities and satisfy all applicable public health
requirements.

k. Allow inspections by City and King County health, fire, and police departments at
any reasonable time and without notice.

I. Provide a minimum of two off-street parking spaces per 25 residents, except for an
indoor shelter with a fluctuating number of residents, which shall require a minimum
of four off-street parking spaces. Net A temporary homeless shelter shall not displace
any required parking for the principal/existing use on the property. as-aresult-of the
shelter:

m. Restrict smoking to a designated smoking area, which must be a minimum of 25
feet from adjacent properties.

n. Observe quiet hours in accordance with KMC 8.05.025.

0. Be a minimum of 1,000 feet from any other temporary shelter or severe-weather
shelter.




4. The sponsoring organization/applicant shall:

a. Submit a complete temporary use permit application to the City no fewer than 90
calendar days prior to the proposed opening date of the shelter.

b. Host an informational public meeting to present details about the proposed
temporary use and respond to community questions.

c. Prepare a public notice for the informational public meeting. At a minimum, the
notice shall include:

(1) The time, place, and purpose of the meeting;
(2) The proposed duration and operational details of the shelter;

(3) The name of the sponsoring organization and their website, if available, for
those seeking additional information;

(4) The provisions of the proposed code of conduct—or, if extensive, a summary
along with details on where the full code of conduct can be accessed (e.g., a
website link); and

(5) Any other relevant operational information.

d. Provide the draft notice to the city legislative authority at least ninety-six hours
prior to the scheduled public meeting. The City will provide community notice of the
meeting, by:

(1) Posting the notice on the City website; and
(2) Prominently displaying the notice at the meeting site.

5. The city manager is authorized to terminate a permit upon a determination that the shelter
is unfit for human habitation due to safety concerns, bad sanitary conditions or health
related concerns, or activities that adversely impact the safety, health, and welfare of the
occupants and/or neighbors adjacent to the shelter site. To terminate a permit, the city
manager will provide notice of termination to the sponsoring organization/applicant and the
property owner of the host site by first class mail. A minimum of 21 days after the city



manager mails the notice, the shelter use shall be discontinued. If the shelter use continues
after 21 days following notice of termination, it is a violation subject to the enforcement,
penalty, and abatement provisions of Chapter 1.20 KMC.

6. Whenever any use or activity at a temporary homeless shelter in violation of this code
immediately threatens the health and safety of the occupants of the premises or any
member of the public, the City may issue an emergency order pursuant to Section 1.20.250
KMC.

D. The following conditions shall apply to all temporary homeless shelters:

1. A minimum of three months of separation is required between subsequent or
established temporary homeless shelters at a particular site.

3- 2. Shelters are prohibited in wetlands, streams, lakes, fish and wildlife habitats of
importance, landslide hazard areas, flood hazard areas eritical-areas and their buffers.

3. Any sponsoring organization partnering with a publicly funded managing agency must
work with the City to utilize Washington’'s homeless client management information
system, as provided for in RCW 43.185C.180. When the sponsoring organization does not
partner with a managing agency, the sponsoring organization is encouraged to partner
with a local homeless services provider using the Washington homeless client managing



information system. Any managing agency receiving any funding from local continuum of
care programs must utilize the homeless client management information system.
Temporary shelters provided in religious organization buildings do not need to meet this
requirement.

4. A sponsoring organization hosting temporary shelters that receives funds from any
government agency may not refuse to host any resident, or prospective resident because
of age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, race, creed, color, national origin, honorably
discharged veteran or military status, or the presence of any sensory, mental, or physical
disability or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a disability,
as these terms are defined in RCW 49.60.040.



l. KMC 18.100.210 is amended to read as follows:

18.100.210 Cold Severe-weather low-barrier shelters.

A. This section regulates eeld severe-weather low-barrier shelters. Gold Severe-weather low-
barrier shelters are indoor emergency shelters for the homeless that operate for-31-consecutive
days-orless during periods of extreme cold, extreme heat, or hazardous air quality conditions
(such as wildfire smoke). Severe-weather low-barrier shelters may be permitted to operate
during conditions classified as severe weather by the King County Regional Homelessness
Authority (KCRHA). Severe-weather low-barrier shelters are a type of emergency shelter in which

the duration of the proposed shelter use is temporary. between-Octoberand-April-andrestrict
operation to nighttime hours.

B. In recognition of the need for shelter from the-ceold severe weather for homeless persons, the
purpose of this section is to allow sponsoring religious, nonprofit, and governmental
organizations (hereafter, “sponsoring organizations”) to use property owned or controlled by
them for eeld severe-weather low-barrier shelters (hereafter, “cold severe-weather shelters” or
“shelters”), while preventing harmful effects associated with such uses, including but not limited
to the possibility of impediments to emergency services, the possibility of environmental
degradation, the use of improper sanitary facilities, and the possibility of any other factors that
would be considered a nuisance under applicable laws. A eeld severe-weather shelter shall
include all buildings and outdoor areas that are used for the shelter (hereafter, “shelter site”).

C. Cold Severe-weather shelters may be permitted in accordance with the following procedures,
requirements and standards, which shall apply instead of
KMC 18.100.120 through 18.100.140 and 18.100.200:

1. The city manager is authorized to issue temporary use permits for shelters only upon
demonstration by the sponsoring organization that all public health and safety
requirements of this section have been satisfied or adequately addressed. The city
manager may administratively adjust such requirements upon entry of findings and

conclu3|ons to support the adjustment Ih&eﬁy—managepmay—temﬂat&a—pemn—emen—a

2. A sponsoring organization may apply for a temporary use permit to operate a severe-
weather shelter within a specified 12-month period. Once approved, the shelter may open
during severe-weather events, as defined by the King County Regional Homelessness
Authority. The applicant must provide written notice to the city manager at least 24 hours
in advance of activating the shelter in response to a severe-weather event.

2. 3. An application for a eeld severe-weather shelter shall include the following:



b: a. The maximum number of residents proposed;
e b. The address of the proposed shelter site;

d: c. The name(s) of the sponsoring organization(s);
e- d. A proposed plan regarding self-management;
f: e. A site plan, which shall:

(1) Show components of the shelter, including but not limited to: dwelling,
eating, living, potable water, sanitary, solid waste, and administrative facilities
and areas; entry and exit points; pathways; parking areas; and access routes for
emergency services; and

(2) Demonstrate compliance with all safety and health requirements of this
section, as applicable;

g- f. A transportation plan, which shall detail the plan for the pick-up and delivery of
residents, if any, and include the walking routes from nearby transit stops to the
shelter, and provisions for public transit tickets for residents, if any; and

h: g. A code of conduct, which shall at a minimum:

(1) Require residents to agree to the code prior to being permitted to dwell on
site; and

(2) Prohibit drugs, alcohol, and weapons; prohibit violent behavior and loitering
in the area surrounding the shelter site; and establish and require observance to
quiet hours.

3: 4. A cold severe-weather shelter must meet or the sponsoring organization must
implement all of the following health and safety standards:

a. Have a maximum of 40 residents, which the city manager may reduce due to
property and shelter conditions or considerations.

¢: b. Restrict smoking to a designated smoking area, which must be located outside
of the building and a minimum of 25 feet from adjacent properties.




f.c.Use existing permanent structures and not construct new permanent structures.

g- d. For up to 30 residents, have a minimum of two staff members who have been
trained in de-escalation tactics present in the shelter during all operating hours. For
more than 30 residents, have a minimum of three staff members who have been
trained in de-escalation tactics present in the shelter during all operating hours.

h- e. At all times, have a point of contact who can be reached by phone.

i f. Prohibit children under the age of 18 from the shelter.

k- g. Provide adequate sanitary facilities and satisfy all applicable public health
requirements.

L h. Allow inspections by City and King County health, fire, and police departments at
any reasonable time and without notice.

m- i. Observe quiet hours in accordance with KMC 8.05.025.

j. Be a minimum of 1,000 feet from any other temporary shelter or severe-weather
shelter.




5. The sponsoring organization/applicant shall:

a. Submit a complete temporary use permit application to the City no fewer than 90
calendar days prior to the proposed opening date of the shelter.

b. Host an informational public meeting to present details about the proposed
temporary use and respond to community questions.

c. Prepare a public notice for the informational public meeting. At a minimum, the
notice shall include:

(1) The time, place, and purpose of the meeting;
(2) The proposed duration and operational details of the shelter;

(3) The name of the sponsoring organization and their website, if available, for
those seeking additional information;

(4) The provisions of the proposed code of conduct—or, if extensive, a summary
along with details on where the full code of conduct can be accessed (e.g., a
website link); and

(5) Any other relevant operational information.

d. Provide the draft notice to the city legislative authority at least ninety-six hours
prior to the scheduled public meeting. The City will provide community notice of the
meeting, by:

(1) Posting the notice on the City website; and
(2) Prominently displaying the notice at the meeting site.

5. 6. A minimum of 14 calendar days before the city manager's decision on the application,
the City shall update the City’s website with the date of the application, shelter location,
and proposed duration-and operation details for of the shelter.

7. A minimum of 24 hours before the opening of a shelter for a severe-weather event, the
sponsoring organization shall provide written notice to the city manager, police
department, and fire department. The duration of the shelter shall be limited to the
duration of the severe weather, as defined by the King County Regional Homelessness



Authority. The sponsoring organization shall provide written notice of shelter closure to
the city manager, police department, and fire department a maximum of 24 hours
following closure of the shelter.

8. The city manager is authorized to terminate a permit upon a determination that the
shelter is unfit for human habitation due to safety concerns, bad sanitary conditions or
health related concerns, or activities that adversely impact the safety, health, and welfare
of the occupants and/or neighbors adjacent to the shelter site. To terminate a permit, the
city manager will provide notice of termination to the sponsoring organization/applicant
and the property owner of the host site by first class mail. A minimum of 21 days after the
city manager mails the notice, the shelter use shall be discontinued. If the shelter use
continues after 21 days following notice of termination, it is a violation subject to the
enforcement, penalty, and abatement provisions of Chapter 1.20 KMC.

9. Whenever any use or activity at a temporary homeless shelter in violation of this code
immediately threatens the health and safety of the occupants of the premises or any
member of the public, the City may issue an emergency order pursuant to Section
1.20.250 KMC.

D. The following conditions shall apply to all eeld severe-weather shelters:

3- 1. Shelters are prohibited in wetlands, streams, lakes, fish and wildlife habitats of
importance, landslide hazard areas,, flood hazard areas eritical-areas and their buffers.



2. Any sponsoring organization partnering with a publicly funded managing agency must
work with the City to utilize Washington’s homeless client management information
system, as provided for in RCW 43.185C.180. When the sponsoring organization does not
partner with a managing agency, the sponsoring organization is encouraged to partner
with a local homeless services provider using the Washington homeless client managing
information system. Any managing agency receiving any funding from local continuum of
care programs must utilize the homeless client management information system. Severe-
weather shelters provided in religious organization buildings do not need to meet this
requirement.

3. A sponsoring organization hosting severe-weather shelters that receives funds from
any government agency may not refuse to host any resident, or prospective resident
because of age, sex, marital status, sexual orientation, race, creed, color, national origin,
honorably discharged veteran or military status, or the presence of any sensory, mental, or
physical disability or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal by a person with a
disability, as these terms are defined in RCW 49.60.040.
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