CHAPTER 23
ZONING

Article 23-1 PURPOSE

Article 23-2 DEFINITIONS

Section 2.2

Glossary

Article 23-3  ZONING DISTRICTS

Section 3.1
3.101
3.102
3.103
3.104

Section 3.2
3.201
3.202
3.203
3.204
3.205
3.206
3.207
3.208
3.209
3210
3211
3212
3.213
3214
3.215
3216
3217
3218

Section 3.3
3.301
3.302

Section 3.4

Establishment of Districts
Residence Districts
Business Districts
Industrial Districts
Special Districts

Purpose of Specific Zoning Districts

R-43 Low Density One-Family Residence
R-20 One-Family Residence

R-12 One-Family Residence

R-6 One and Two-Family Residence

R-G Medium Density Multi-Family Residence
R-M High Density Multi-Family Residence
B-C Grouped Business

B-G General Business

(Reserved)

C-W-S Commercial, Warehousing and Storage
I-L Light Industrial

I-G General Industrial

L-D-I Limited Industrial

B-N Neighborhood Business

S-G-0-D Smart Growth Overlay District

D-C Downtown Creative District

Tyler Street Overlay District

Battery Energy Storage System Overlay District

District Boundary Lines, Official Zoning Map
Official Map Filed Office of Building Inspector
Amendment Official Map

Rules for Interpretation of District Boundaries

3.401 to 3.402
3.403 to 3.407

Article 23-4  DISTRICT REGULATIONS

Section 4.1

Application of District Regulations

4.101 to 4.103
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Section 4.2

District Regulations

4.201 Schedule of Use Regulations

4.202 Table of Principal Permitted Uses

4.203 Schedule of Intensity Regulations

Section 4.3 Supplementary District Regulations

4.301 Erection of More Than One Principal Building
ona Lot

4.302 Building or Structure to Have Access on Streets

4.303 Exception to Height Regulations

4.304 Front Yards

4.305 Rear Yard Exceptions

4.306 Projections into Yards

4.307 Corner Lot Variation

4.308 Visibility at Intersection

4.309 Screening Regulations

4.310 Regulations Pertaining to Removal of Earth
Materials

4311 Regulations Pertaining to the Parking, Storing
or Use of Major Recreational or Commercial
Equipment or Vehicles in Residence Districts

4.312 Regulations Pertaining to Mobile Homes

4.313 Conversions

4.314 Transition Requirements

4.315 Performance Standards

4316 Temporary Uses

4.317 Radioactive Waste Disposal Facilities

4.318 Requirements for Lots on Legally Existing Ways
as Shown on Plans Prepared and Recorded Prior
to the July 4, 1953 Enactment of the
Subdivision Control Law, MGL, Chapter 41,
Section 81-K-81-GG

4.319 Regulations Pertaining to Medical and/or
Hazardous Waste

4320 (Reserved)

4321 Smart Growth Overlay District (SGOD)

4.322 Wireless Communication Facilities

4.323 Tyler Street Overlay District

4.324 Downtown Creative District

4.330 DFC Dan Fox Corridor District

4.331 Battery Energy Storage Systems, Battery Energy
Storage System Facilities, and Battery Energy
Storage Systems (and Facilties) in the City of
Pittsfield and in the Battery Energy Storage
System Overlay District

Article 23-5 (RESERVED)
Article 23-6 FLOODPLAIN DISTRICT

4-1
42
4-3
4-13

4-13
4-13

4-14

4-15
4-15
4-15
4-16
4-16
4-16
4-17

4-18

4-20
4-20
4-21
4-22
4-24
4-24
4-25

425

428
4-30
4-44
4-59
4-61
4-75

4-75

4-14



Section 6.1

Section 6.2

Section 6.3

Section 6.4

Section 6.5
6.501

Purpose

District Delineation
Definitions
Permitted Uses

Restrictions, Conditions and Procedures

6.502 to 6.503
6.504 to 6.506

6.507

Section 6.6

Post-Construction Elevation Flood Proofing
Certificates

Exceptions

Article 23-7 CONDITIONAL USES (Group SR & SP)

Section 7.1

Section 7.2

Section 7.3

Section 7.4

Section 7.5

Section 7.6

Section 7.7

7.701

7.703

7.711
7.712

7.713
7.714
7.715
7.716
7.717
7.718

7.719
7.720

Purpose

Conformance and Exceptions

Required Information with Application
Location

Revision and Waiver of Plans and Requirements
Expiration and Extension

Conditional Uses Subject to Special Require-
ments (Group SR)
Transmittal of Building Permit Application

7.702  Site Plan Approval by Community
Development Board
Certificate of Occupancy, Conformity with
Site Plans
Billboards, Requirements
Clubs, Lodges or Associations (Fraternal,
Social, Recreational, Youth or Veterans
Organizations Not Conducted for Profit)
Drive-In Theatres, Requirements
Dwellings, Garden Apartments, Requirements
Dwellings, Multi-Family Requirements
Flammable Liquids or Gases, Bulk Storage, Req.
Terminals, Truck, Rail, or Freight Requirements
Golf Courses, Regular or Par 3, or Golf
Driving Ranges, Requirements
Hospitals or Sanatoriums, Requirements
Lumber or Building Material Yards, Requirements

6-1

6-2

6-2

6-2
6-2

6-4
6-4

6-4

7-1

7-1

7-1

7-2

7-2

7-3

7-3

7-4
7-7

7-10
7-10
7-10

il



7.721

7.722

7.723

7.724

7.725
7.726

7.727
7.728
7.729

7.730

7.731

7.732

7.733
7.734

Section 7.8

7.801
7.802
7.803
7.804

7.811
7.812
7.813
7.814
7.815
7.816

Manufacturing, Processing or Fabrication,
Listed Uses in IL District-Manufacturing or
Processing of Foodstuffs, Textiles, Electrical
Components, Fabrication of Wood, Leather,
Paper, Water or Plastic Products, Fabrication
or Assembly of Products from Previously
Prepared Materials, Requirements
Manufacturing, Processing or Fabrication of
any Unlisted Product or Material, Requirements
Nurseries (Retail), Landscape Gardening or
Greenhouses, Requirements

Offices, Administrative, Devoted to Single Use,
Requirements

Parking Lot, Commercial, Requirements
Planned Office Uses in RM District,
Requirements

Riding Stables, Commercial, Requirements
Educational Uses, Requirements

Shopping Centers, Plazas, Malls, Requirements
(BG Districts)

Skiing Areas, Commercial, Including the Use
of Such Area for Recreational Purposes Such
as Swimming, Tennis, Health Clubs, Horseback
Riding, Chair Lift Rides, and Related
Accessory Uses Including Sport Shops,
Restaurant and Lodging Facilities,
Requirements

Slaughterhouses or Dressing Plants, Require-
ments

Agricultural Uses, Involving Livestock Such
as, but not Limited to, Dairy Poultry,

Stock Farming, Piggeries or Fur Farms,
Requirements

Group Homes

Animal Shelters

Conditional Uses Requiring Special Use Permit
(Group SP)
Special Use Permit Issued by Board of Appeal

Site Plan Approval by Community Development Board

Conformity with Site Plan

Additional Requirements for Protection of
Public

Airports or Heliports, Requirements
Auto Service Stations, Requirements
Bus Terminals, Requirements

Camping Facilities, Requirements
Camps: Private, Requirements
Charitable, Welfare or Health Centers or
Institutions, or Day Care Services for
Children, Requirements

7-12

7-12

7-13

7-13

7-16

7-19

7-19
7-19
7-19
7-19

7-20
7-20
7-21
7-21
7-22
7-22



7.817

7.818

7.819
7.820
7.821
7.822
7.823

7.824
7.825

7.826
7.827

7.828

7.829
7.830

7.831
7.832

7.833

7.834
7.835
7.836
7.837

7.838

7.839

7.840

7.841

7.842
7.843
7.844
7.846
7.847
7.848
7.849

Clubs, Non-Commercial, Outdoor Recreational,
Including Outdoor Swimming Clubs, Tennis
Clubs, Sportsmen’s Clubs, or any Other Non-
Commercial Recreational Open Uses of Land
Which are Compatible with a Residential,
Environment, Requirements

Concrete or Bituminous Concrete Batching
Plants, Requirements

Correctional Institutions, Requirements
Landfills, Sanitary, Requirements

Mobile Home Parks, Requirements

Nursing Homes, Type and Requirements
Parking Areas in Residence District
Requirements

Public or Quasi-Public Utilities Requirements
Quarries, Gravel Pits or Other Extractive
Industries, Requirements

Shooting Ranges, Requirements

Stadiums, Arenas, Race Tracks or Coliseums,
Requirements

Telephone Exchanges or Similar Buildings or
Structures, Requirements

Veterinary Hospitals or Kennels, Requirements
Wrecking, Salvage or Scrap Metal Yards,
Requirements

(Reserved)

Autobody or Paint Shops in a B-G District,
Requirements

Shopping Centers, Plazas, Malls, Requirements
(all zoning districts except B-D)

Residential Cluster Development

Storage Warehouses and Yards

Auto Car Wash Requirements

Office Uses, General Business or Professional
in an IL and IG District Requirements
Governmental Archives in an R43, R20, R12, R6
District, Requirements

Eating Establishments, Drive-In, Drive-Up,
Drive-Through, Requirements

Retail Sales & Services, Drive-In, Drive-Up,
Drive-Through, Requirements

Offices, General Business, Professional,
Banking, Real Estate or Insurance Drive-In,
Drive-Up, Drive-Through, Requirements
Assisted Living Residence, Requirements
Retail Sales of Propane Requirements

Tourist Homes; Bed-and-Breakfast Homes
Waste Transfer Station

Adult Entertainment Establishments

Flexible Development

Hospice House Requirements

7-23

7-24

7-24
7-24
7-25

7-29

7-30
7-31

7-33
7-34

7-34

7-35
7-35

7-36
7-37

7-38

7-40
7-43
7-43
7-43

7-44

7-45

7-47

7-49

7-51
7-53
7-53
7-54
7-55
7-58
7-70

7-27



7.850 Medical Marijuana Dispensary Requirements

Article 23-8 NON-CONFORMITIES

Section 8.1

Section 8.2

Section 8.3

8.301

8.302

Section 8.4

Intent
Exceptions

Requirements for Expansion, Reconstruction
or Changes in Uses

Reconstruction of Structures Damaged by
Fire, Explosion or Other Catastrophe
Restoration to Assure Public Safety Permitted

Abandonment and Non-Use

Article 23-9 ACCESSORY USES

Section 9.1
9.101

Section 9.2
9.201
9.202
9.203
9.204
9.205
9.206
9.207

Section 9.3
9.301
9.302

General Provisions
Restrictions, Accessory Buildings or Uses

Permitted Accessory Uses

Retail Business in a Residence Zone
Manufacturing in Business District

Storage, Materials or Products
Non-Household Animals

Scientific Research & Development

Dish Antennas

Ground Mounted Solar Photovoltaic Systems

Home Occupations
Permitted Home Occupations
Requirements Home Occupations

Section 9.4, 9.401, 9.402, 9.403, 9.404, 9.405 Deleted

Section 9.5
9.501

9.502

9.503

(ORD #788, 1995)

7-88

8-1

8-1

8-1

9-5

SEE SIGN ORDINANCE UNDER SEPARATE COVER

Battery Energy Storage Systems

Battery Energy Storage Systems in Residential
Uses

Battery Energy Storage Systems in Business
and Commercial Districts

Battery Energy Storage Systems in Industrial
Districts

Article 23-10 OFF-STREET PARKING

Section 10.1 Off-Street Parking
10.101 Provisions and Maintenance
10.102 Reduction or Increase When Use Changes

9-5

9-5

9-6

9-6

10-1

10-1

10-1
10-1



10.103
10.104
10.105
10.106

10.107

10.108
10.109
10.110
10.111

Section 10.2
10.201
10.202
10.203
10.204
10.205
10.206

10.207
10.208
10.209
10.210
10.211
10.212

Separation From Loading Area

Location of Parking Area

Unlisted Uses

Joint Use-Churches, Temples, and Other

Places of Public Assembly

Approval of Driveway Location for Business

Commercial or Industrial Uses

Design Standards for Parking Area

Parking Areas and Required Yards

Computing Requirements

Table of Off-Street Parking Requirements
Table

Off-Street Loading

Provision and Maintenance

Reduction When Use Changes

Separation From Parking Areas

Location

Unlisted Uses

Approval of Driveway Locations for Business,
Commercial or Industrial Use

Design Standards for Loading Areas
Off-Street Loading Requirements

Joint Facilities

Mixed Uses

Exemptions

Modifications of Requirements and/or Design
Standards

Section 10.3, 10.301 - 10.302 DELETED (ORD 768-1994)

Article 23-11
Section 11.1
11.101
11.102
11.103

Section 11.2
11.201

Section 11.3

Section 11.4
Article 23-12

Section 12.1

12.101
12.102

BOARD OF APPEALS
Membership

Associated Members
Existing Board of Appeals
Definition

Meetings and Procedures
Written Application Required

Variances

Procedure for Application for Variance
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT
Enforcement by Building Inspector

Written Notification of Violation
Filing or Written Complaints

10-1
10-1
10-1
10-1

10-2

10-2
10-3
10-3
10-3
10-4

10-9
10-9
10-9
10-9
10-9
10-9
10-9

10-10
10-10
10-11
10-11
10-11
10-12

10-12

11-1
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Section 12.2
12.201
12.202

Section 12.3

Section 12.4

Section 12.5
Section 12.6
Section 12.7
Section 12.8
Article 23-13
Section 13-1
Section 13-2
13.201
13.202
13.203
13.204
13.205
13.206
13.207
Article 23-14

Section 14.1

Section 14.2

Section 14.3

Section 14.4

Section 14.5

Article 23-15
15-1

Section 15.1

Section 15.2

Section 15.3

Building Permit
Application for Building Permit
Expiration of Building Permit

Certificate of Occupancy

Construction & Use to be as Provided by
Application

Violations

Criminal Penalties

Non-Criminal Disposition

Schedule of Fees, Charges and Expenses
ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURES
Filing of Application for Amendment
Special Permit

Special Permit Granting Authority
Required Hearing and Notice

Review by Other Boards and Agencies
Findings Required

Conditions, Safeguards and Limitations
Decisions and Vote Requirements
Expiration of Special Permits

INTERPRETATION AND VALIDITY

Provisions of Ordinance Declared to be Minimum
Requirements

Continuance

Severability

Validation of Prior Permits, Etc.
References to Massachusetts Zoning Act

ILLUSTRATIONS

Plate 1
Plate 2

Plate 3

12-1
12-1
12-2
12-2

12-2

12-3
12-3
123
12-3
13-1
13-1
1322
1322
13-2
1322
1322
13-3
13-3
13-3
14-1

14-1

14-1

14-1

14-1

14-1

15-1

15-2

15-3

vii



Section 15.4

Section 15.5

Section 15.6

Section 15.7

Section 15.8

Section 15.9

Plate 4

Plate 5

Plate 6

Plate 7

Plate 8

Plate 9

15-4

15-4

15-5

15-6

15-7

15-8
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