
TOWN OF NORTH READING 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

Code of North Reading Zoning By-Law Amendment 

 

The following By-Law was adopted at the Adjourned Annual Town Meeting held 
June 9, 2025 and is hereby published in accordance with the provisions pursuant to 

G.L. c. 40, § 32. 

 

Article 1 Citizens' Petition: Amend Code - Zoning Bylaws - Establishment of Lowell 

Road Multi-Family Zoning Overlay District 

 
To see if the Town will vote to amend the North Reading Zoning Bylaw by inserting a new Article 

_, Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay District, as follows: 

 
§200-__. Purpose. 

The purpose of the Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay District is to provide opportunities for the development of 

new multi-family housing by right, in the interest of providing a variety of needed housing types; and to fully 

comply with the Town's obligations under Section 3A of MGL c. 40A. 

 
§200-__. Applicability. 

This bylaw applies to any property to be placed within the Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay District which 

shall include the following parcels that are listed below and are shown on the Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay 

District Map on file in the Community Planning Department. The Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay District is 

herein established as an overlay district. 

 
Area 

(acres) 

Map and Parcel Street Number Street Name 

34.21 Map 7 Parcel 2 104 Lowell Road 

47.87 Map 14 Parcel 9 100 Lowell Road 

§200-__. Effect of overlay district. 

The Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay District regulations of this article apply in addition to the underlying 

zoning district regulations. In case of conflict between the regulations of this article and other regulations in this 

bylaw, the regulations of this article shall control, whether more or less restrictive. Where no Lowell Road 

Multi-Family Overlay District regulation is stated in this article, the regulations of the underlying zoning district 

and all other applicable provisions of this bylaw shall apply. 

 

§200-__. Use regulations. 

The following use shall be permitted as of right in the Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay District: "Multi-family 

housing”, a building with 3 or more residential dwelling units or 2 or more buildings on 

the same lot with more than 1 residential dwelling unit in each building. Age-restricted 55+ housing is expressly 

allowed by right. 

 

§200-__. Dimensional and density regulations. 

A. The dimensional and density regulations of the underlying zoning district are to be adhered to within 
the Lowell Road Multi-Family Overlay District, with the exception that the maximum number of stories 
allowed is four and one-half (4 1/2). 

B. Multiple buildings are allowed on one lot. The minimum separation between buildings shall be two 

times the required side yard setback. 

C. At no time may the District contain more than 908 units of housing. 

 

§200-__. Parking requirements. 

A. The minimum required off-street parking shall be two spaces per dwelling unit. 
B. The required parking spaces may be located in an accessory garage, in a dedicated parking area on the 

lot, or stacked within the driveway serving the development. When the parking spaces are located outside, 
the area used for parking shall be graded and drained so as to prevent surface water accumulation within 
the parking area and to prevent surface water runoff to an adjoining property or the public way. 



C. Dimensions of outdoor parking spaces shall be a minimum of 10 feet by 20 feet. Dimensions of indoor 
parking garage spaces shall be a minimum of 9 feet by 18 feet. 

D. No off-street parking space shall be located within the minimum front yard setback. 
E. There shall be a landscaped buffer of not less than four feet between any driveway and the nearest side 

lot line, and no paved surface areas and no off-street parking shall be permitted within the buffer zone. 

 

§200-__. Affordability requirements. 

One unit for each 1O residential units in all new development projects that include 1O or more residential units 

created through new construction or addition to existing buildings must be affordable units. Developers of such 

projects are required to provide affordable units on-site. Affordable units must be affordable to a low- or 

moderate-income household, i.e., a household with income at or below 80% of area median income (AMI), 

adjusted for household size, for the metropolitan area that includes the Town of North Reading, as determined 

by the United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

Affordable units shall meet the requirements of the Executive Office of Housing and Livable Communities 
(EOHLC) Local Initiative Program (LIP) for inclusion on the Chapter 408 Subsidized Housing Inventory. 

 
§200-__. Severability. 

In the event that one or more of the provisions of this article are determined to be illegalor unenforceable by a 

court of competent jurisdiction, then the illegality or unenforceability of any such provision shall not affect the 

validity of any other provision of this article which remains in full force and effect. 

 
and further to amend the Town of North Reading Zoning Map to add a new Lowell Road Multi-Family Zoning 

Overlay District consisting of the following parcels: 

 

Area Map and Parcel Street Number Street Name 

34.21 acres Map 7 Parcel 2 104 Lowell Road 

47.87 acres Map 14 Parcel 9 100 Lowell Road 

 

 
 
Claims of invalidity by reason of any defect in the procedure of adoption or amendment may only be made within  
the second publication of said by-laws.  Copies of the Zoning Bylaw may be examined and obtained in the Town  
Clerk’s Office, Town Administration Building, 235 North St, North Reading, Mass. during normal business hours  
Monday through Thursday from 8:00 AM to 4:00PM and Friday from 8:00 AM to 1:00PM. 
ELECTRONIC VOTING COUNT, 534 YES, 244 NO-MOTION CARRIES/Passed  
6/9/25 ATM 
A True Copy. 
Attest: SUSAN J. DUPLIN / TOWN CLERK 

     
Worcester, Mass. September 22, 2025 
The foregoing amendment to the Town’s Code of North Reading Zoning By-Laws adopted under Article 1 is 
hereby approved. 
         Attorney General Andrea Joy Campbell 

Benevento 

 

 
 

 

 


