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LOCAL LAW No. __ OF THE YEAR 2025

BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Wappinger as follows:

Section1.  Title
This Local Law shall be known and cited as “Local Law No. __ of 2025 for the Purpose of

Amending Schedule of Use Regulations Residential Districts and Chapter 240 of the Town
Code”

Section 2.  Legislative Intent
The Town Board believes that it is reasonable and appropriate to amend Chapter 240 for

consistency with the 2025 Update to the Town of Wappinger Comprehensive Plan. This local

law is determined to be an exercise of the police powers of the Town to protect the public
health, safety and welfare of its residents.

Section3.  Amendments to the Schedule of Use Requlations Residential Districts and
Chapter 240-5, 240-6, 240-18, 240-19, 240-39, 240-50 and 240-56. (ltems in Black reflect
existing code that have not changed, Items in Black with strikethrough reflect language to be
deleted and items in Red are being added.

ATTACHMENT 1- SCHEDULE OF USE REGULATIONS — Residential Districts

e Remove: “Conversion of certain existing large residential structures to a 2-family or
multifamily dwelling (§240-56)

e Remove: “Designed residential development, subject to Town Board approval (§240-50)

ARTICLE Il DEFINITIONS

§240-5 Definitions

e Conventional Yield shall be determined based on an Engineered Survey Drawing, depicting
all wetlands and regulatory buffers, steep slopes, roadways, drainage areas, as well as any
other constraints to development. Such survey shall demonstrate conformance with
dimensional regulations of the underlying zoning. All lots must have access to sewer and
water or demonstrate the viability for onsite septic systems, based on verified soil
conditions, as well as test wells (number to be determined by the Planning Board) that
comply with all relevant Dutchess County regulations.




§240-6

Dwelling, Multifamily — A dwelling containing three or more dwelling units and shall include

any combination of three or more attached units.

Dwelling, Two-Family — A dwelling containing two principal dwelling units and shall include
any attached units.

Net Lot Area — The gross area of a property minus 100% of the area of wetlands and all
regulatory buffers, lands within the one-hundred-year floodplain, and areas of steep slopes

in excess of 25% when measure over a distance of 50 feet.

Open Space — As defined for Conservation Development, Mandatory Open Space

Provisions, or cluster-type subdivisions: An open space shall include areas that enhance the

conservation of natural or scenic resources, protect natural streams or water supplies,

promote conservation of soils and wetlands, add value to abutting parks, forests, wildlife

preserves, or other open spaces, enhance public recreation opportunities, or help preserve

historic sites.

[Amended by L.L. No. 2025]

Classes of Districts

The Town of Wappinger is hereby divided into the following classes of districts:

R-5A 1-Family Residence District
R-3A 1-Family Residence District
R-80 1-Family Residence District
R-40/80 1-Family Residence District
R-40 1-Family Residence District
R-20/40 1-Family Residence District
R-20 1-Family Residence District
R-15 1-Family Residence District
R-10 1-Family Residence District
RMF-3 Multifamily Residence District
RMF-5 Multifamily Residence District
HD Highway Design District

NB Neighborhood Business District



GB General Business District

SC Shopping Center District

HB Highway Business District

CC Conservation Commercial District
CoP Conservation Office Park District
HM Hamlet Mixed Use District

Al Airport Industry District

[Amended by L.L. No. 2025]

§240-18 Building Lots
B. Subdivision of a lot.
[Amended 4-27-2015 by L.L. No. 1-2015; 1-30-2017 by L.L. No. 1-2017%!: L.L. No.
2025]

(1) Where a lotis formed hereafter from part of a lot already occupied by a building or
structure, such separation shall be effected in such manner as not to impair
conformity with any of the requirements of this chapter with respect to the existing
building and all yards and other required spaces in connection therewith.

(2) Except as provided in § 240-56 of this chapter, in the case of a legally
nonconforming two-family or multifamily dwelling on a lot in a one-family residence
zoning district, no land shall be subdivided from said lot unless the area of the lot
on which the nonconforming dwelling remains has an area of at least the number
of dwelling units in the building times the minimum lot size of the zoning district in
which the property is located- and the additional lot(s) created conform to the
dimensional regulation of the district.

[1] Editor’s Note: This local law was adopted as a remedial measure and also stated in
Section 10 that any approvals issued under L.L. No. 1-2015 after its effective date of 5-18-
2015 shall be considered valid notwithstanding the readoption of this law.

§240-19 Modification of lot requirements.

For the purposes set forth earlier in this chapter and to promote natural resource
preservation and conservation and to minimize the construction and maintenance costs of
community facilities and utilities, all directed towards the objective of fostering and
obtaining land development of good quality and design at reasonable economic cost, the
Planning Board is hereby authorized to review and act upon all subdivisions in accordance
with the following provisions. In all cases, the Planning Board shall have the full power of
subdivision approval, approval with conditions or denial, as authorized by the Town Law.

A. Reserved. [Amended by L.L. No. 2025]
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Conservation subdivisions. Conservation subdivisions. Pursuant to § 278 of the Town
Law, at the written request of the applicant to the Town Board and with a positive

recommendation from the Planning Board, the Town Board may elect to provide the
Planning Board with authorization may-beautherized to modify the zoning regulations
in one-family residence districts with respect to lot area and dimensions upon such
conditions as the Town Board may impose and provided that:

(1) Such modifications result in design and development which promote the most
appropriate use of the land, facilitate the adequate and economical provision of
streets and utilities and preserve the natural and scenic qualities of open lands.

(2) The permitted number of dwelling units in no case exceeds the number which could
be permitted, in the Planning Board's judgment, if the land were subdivided into
lots conforming to all the normally applicable requirements of this chapter, the Land
Subdivision Regulations, 2 the Dutchess County Department of Health Regulations
and all other applicable standards. The basis for this determination by the Planning
Board shall be a conventional subdivision sketeh engineered layout for the subject
property conforming to the definition of a Conventional Yield, as well asyphtas-such
other information as may be required by said Board. Editor's Note: See Ch. 217,
Subdivision of Land.

(3) The maximum permitted building height and the minimum permitted floor area
requirements shall be the same as those normally applicable to other dwellings in
the zoning district in which the property is located.

(4) The dwelling units permitted may shall be detached;—semidetached-orattached

structures—provided-that there shallbe-ne-morethanfour dwelling units —any
single structure.
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(5) In the event that some part of said subdivision plat includes land to be devoted to
park, recreation or open space, the Planning Board, as a condition of plat approval,
may establish such conditions on the ownership, use and maintenance of such
lands as deemed necessary by the Planning Board and such conditions shall be
approved by the Town Board.

(6) In addition to compliance with any special standards, requirements and procedures
as set forth in this § 240-19B, conservation developments shall also be subject to
review and public hearing by the Planning Board in accordance with the same
procedures as would otherwise be applicable to conventional subdivision plats.
Upon the filing of the plat in office of the County Clerk, a copy shall be required to
be filed with the Town Clerk, who shall make the appropriate notations and
references thereto on the official copy of the Town Zoning Map.

[Amended by L.L. No. 2025]
C. Mandatory open space subdivisions.

3) Standards

a) Open Space Development Plan. The Planning Board may waive the heretofore
established dimensional requirements and the required lot sizes of the district in
which the property is located, upon the presentation of a subdivision plan for an
open space subdivision of land for residential dwellings, showing all natural and
proposed features of the subdivision, with an open space plan conforming to the

definition of Open Space, and development constraints, roadways, drainage, and

others as defined by a Conventional Yield. Such a waiver may be granted pursuant
to § 278 of the Town Law, provided that:

1).  In no case shall the permitted number of dwelling units exceed the number
of dwelling units which would be permitted, as demonstrated by an

engineered layout conforming to the definition of Conventional Yield and in
the Planning Board's judgment, if the land had been divided into lots

conforming to the minimum dimensional requirements of the district or
districts in which such land is located.

2).  In no case shall the use of any lot or building be in conflict with what is

permitted in the Use Table.

[Amended by L.L. No. 2025]

§240-39-Planned-Unit Development DistricERESERVED. [Amended L.L. No.  of 2025]
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