
ORDINANCE NO. 06-01-2020 

AN ORDI ANCE AME DIN G SANT A QUIN CITY CODE TO REQUIRE 
LANDSCAPI G IN THE FRO T AND SIDE YARDS OF EVERY NEW RESIDE TIAL 
DWELL I G, PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATIO , CORRECTIO OF SCRIVE ER'S 
ERRORS , SEVERABILITY , AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE ORDINA NCE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Santaquin is a fou1th class city of the state of Utah; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has specific authority pursuant to Title I 0, Chapter 9a Utah Code 
Ann. ( 1953 as amended) to adopt a zoning plan including an ordinance and map which divide the 
municipality into districts or zones and within such districts to regulate the erection, 
construction , reconstruction, alteration, repair and uses of buildings and structures and the uses 
of land; and 

WHEREAS , the state legislature has granted general welfare power to the City Council, 
independent, apart from, and in addition to, its specific grants of legislative authority, which 
enables the city to pass ordinances which are reasonably and appropriately related to the objectives 
of that power, i.e. providing for the public safety, health, morals, and welfare; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend antaquin City Code Title IO Chapter 15 to 
require landscaping in the front and side yards of every new residential dwelling; and 

WHEREAS, the Santaquin City Planning Commission held a public hearing on May 12, 2020, 
which hearing was preceded by the posting of public notice in at least three public places within 
the City limits of Santaquin City, and which notice of public hearing was published in a newspaper 
in accordance with Section I 0-9a-205 of the Utah State Code; and 

WHEREAS , after the noted public hearing, the Santaquin City Planning Commission forwarded 
a recommendation to the City Council; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of Santaquin City, State of Utah, 
as follows: 

Section I. Amendments 

Title 10 Chapter 15 is amended as follows: (und e rlined te xt is added , stricken text is deleted ) 

Chapter 15 
LANDSCAPING STANDARDS 

10-15-1: PURPO SE: 
10-15-2: SC 
10-15-3: GE DS: 
10-15-4: LA G: 



10-15-5: B · 
10-15-6: P 

10-15-8: AND EXCEPT IO NS: 
10-15-9: FORMING STAT US: 

10-15-1: PURPOSE: 

The purpose of the landscaping requirements in this title shall be to promote the health, safety, and general 
welfare of the public; to stabilize property values by encouraging pleasant and attractive surroundings and 
thus create the necessary atmosphere to facilitate the orderly development of an attractive and harmonious 
community. Specific ways these purposes are accomplished include: 

A. Enhancing the appearance and visual character of the community; 

B. Promoting compatibility between all land uses by reducing visual, noise and light impacts of 
development on adjacent properties; 

C. Reducing the area of impervious surfaces and storm water drainage impacts; 

D. Providing shade to help mitigate heat and exposure on paved surfaces and to help conserve energy; 

E. Encouraging the conservation of water resources through inclusion of more drought tolerant plants; 

F. Defining entry points on property and guides for the separated circulation of vehicles and pedestrians. 

G. The relief of heat, noise, and glare through the proper placement of landscaping. (Ord. 12-02-2006, 
12-6-2006, eff. 12-7-2006) 

10-15-2 CIT\' WIDE LAND CAPING REOl 'IRE'\1E 
D\\ELLINGS: 

All new residenti:11 d\\ellings must provide completely landscaped front varcls and side yards, as 
defined in section I 0-6-29, "here such yard area is visible from the public street or private street. 
Acceptab le landscaping must include plants and sufficiently control erosion, dust, and weeds to 
mitigate negative impacts on neighboring residences. Unless an appropriate bond is posted, 
land~caping must be completed before the residential dwelling receives a certificate of occupancy. 

In thee, cnt that a residential d" elling is completed "hen pressurized irrigation is not available, a ca h 
bond nm, be provided to antaquin City as per the approved fee schedule. If a cash bond is paid, the 
land ca ping improHments hall be completed by the end of the following irrigation season before the 
City 's pressurized irrigation is turned off in mid-October. 

10- 15-3 DE\ 'ELOPME T PROJECT LANDSCAPI G REQUIREMENTS: 

I0-15~ J..:.!.: SCOPE OF REQUIR EM ENT: 

The provisions of this section shall apply to landscaping for all new and reconstructed landscaping for public 
agency projects, private nonresidential projects, developer installed landscaping in multi-family residential 
projects, and developer installed landscaping in single-family projects, which require project review and 
approval by the city. Such review may include initial or modified site plan reviews, modified conditional use 
permit review, and building permits issued for commercial and multi-family building exterior or site 
modifications, other than typical maintenance, where the estimated cost of construction is greater than fifty 



thousand dollars ($50,000.00 ) in either a single applicati on or any number of applications within a five (S) 
year period. (Ord. 12-02-2006, 12-6-2006, eff. 12-7-2006) 

10-15..JJ-2: GENERAL LA DSCAPING STA DAROS: 

The following requirement s apply to all landscaping projec ts that are subject to city review: 

A. Site Landscaping: All areas not utilized in a building footprint or necessary for site acce ss, parking , 
or vehic le and pedestrian circulatio n shall be planted with an effective combi nation of trees, ground 
cover, lawn, shrubbery, and/or approved dry landsca pe materia ls and mulches under the standard s 
estab lished by this section and in accordance with an approved landscape plan. 

B. Landscape Plans: A landscape plan is required for all deve lopment s under the scope of this chapter 
and shall be submitted to and approved by the development review committee prior to issuance o f 
any permit or site plan approval. Each landscape plan shall address the functional aspects of 
landscaping such as grading, drainage , runoff, erosion preventi on, wind barriers, provisions for 
shade, and reduction of glare. The landscape plan shall be prepared by a landscape archite ct 
registered in the state of Utah or professional landscape designer and shall contain the information 
required in exh ibit A attached to the ordinance codified herein. 

C. Plant Select ion: Plants selected for landscape areas shall be well suited to the microclimate and soil 
cond itions at the project site as well as year round aesthetics o f the property . Developments should 
include a good combination of evergreen tree s in addition to decidu ous trees in order to ach ieve a 
nonba rren landscape design during winter month s when there are no leaves on the trees. Prefere nce 
shall be given to those species listed in the city approved tree species list provided in the city's 
construction standards. Sod shall not be permitted in landscape areas less than four feet (4') in width. 

D. Installat ion: All landscaping shall be installed according to sound horticultural practice s in a manner 
designed to encourage quick establishment and healthy growth . The follow ing shall also apply: 

I. It shall be the responsibility of the developer to grade, place topsoil, seed or sod, install automatic 
sprinkler irrigation systems, and properly plant trees , shrubs, and other appro ved plant materials. 
Plants with simi lar water needs shall be grouped together as much as poss ible. 

2. Landscapin g shall be completed in accordance with the landscape plans submitted and approved 
by the deve lopment review committee . 

3. All landscape work must be installed prior to a certi ficate of occupancy of the associat ed building 
or as otherwise approved by the development review committee as seaso nal conditions may 
dictate. 

4. The deve loper shall bond for such landscape improvements prior to occupancy to ensure that 
installation s are completed as submitted and approved. Guarantee requ irements for landscape 
improve ments shall be the same as required by the city for all other site improvement s. 

E. Maintenance: Trees and vegetatio n, irrigation sys tems, fences, walls, and other landscape elements 
shall be considered as elements of the project in the same manner as parking , and other site detail s. 
The appl icant, landowner , or successors in interest sha ll be responsib le for the regular and prope r 
maintenance of all landscaping element s installed. Maintenance is required on all landscaping 
appropriate to the method and type, which may include, but is not limited to, mowing , remova l of 
litter, trash , or garbage, prun ing, watering, and repair of all landscape structure s such as fences and 
wa lls, etc. Maintenance also includes replacing dead or dying plants with healthy stock of the same 
species or another as approved by the com muni ty deve lopment department, and as required by the 



approve d landscape plan. Failure to adequately maintain the hea lth, condition , and number of 
plant ings required by an approved landscape plan is a violation of this chapter. 

F. Vegeta tion Removal : Any alterations to site landscap ing beyond typical maintenance must be 
approved by the community deve lopment departme nt. Any vegetation remove d or needing to be 
replaced due to disease, healt h, or condition, shall be replaced within one growing season. o 
vegetation required by a landsca pe plan shall be removed for purp oses of greater visibility to a site 
or signage . 

G. Curbing: All landscape yards and areas abutting drivew ays , drive aisles, park ing stalls and property 
lines shall be protected by a concrete curb, which shall be four inches wide and six inches deep 
(4" x 6"). o curbing is requ ired along property lines where a shared landscaping area extends ove r 
a property line and the adjace nt propert y has been or will be developed within six (6) months or is 
part of a maste r planned development. (Ord. 12-02-2006 , 12-6-2006 , eff. 12-7-2006) 

10-15-43-3 : LANDSCAPE YARDS AND SC REE I G: 

A. Required Landscape Yards: The following landscapi ng yard s and buffe rs are required as listed in 
table I o f this section: 

TABLE I 
REQ UIRED LANDS CAPE YARDS AND AREAS 

[[ ide 
Street Or Rear Minimum 

Front To ide To Ab utt ing A Percentage 
Building/To Building/To Residential Of Land-

Zone/Use Parking Parking Zone' scape Area 

MBD along Main Street lllll sreMBD (200 W to 100 E) development 
standards 

C-1 I Landscape yards within these zones shall be established in relationship to 10% 
required setbacks for buildings and parking areas 

RC I 30'/ 15' I 20'/ 10' ~I 10' I 20' 10% 

PC I 30'/l 5' 2 I 20'/ I0" ~I 10' I 20' 10% 

1-1 I 35'/20' I 25'/20' ~I 10'' I 15' 8% 

PO I 30'/15' I 20'/ 10' ~I 20' I 20' 10% 

Muluple-unit residential 11111 Srem,l"•f= ,O dwelhngsj development 
standards 

Core area (multi-family/ 11111 10% 
nonresidential) other than 
MBD 

Nonresidential uses that 11111 15% 
may be appropriate in a 
res1denual zone 

Notes· 
I . A site 1s considered to abut a res1denual zone even 1f the residential zone begins at the centerline of an adJacent public street to 
the rear or side of the proposed development 
2 Where sites are constructed wnh outdoor eaung and disp lay areas along the pubhc nght of way, a maximum of 60 percent of 
this area may include pavers or other city approved hardscape. 
3 This side yard requirement for the building can be waived when the associated bmlding 1s constructed With 0 setback from a 
side property lme and an adjoining building is or will be constructed with a similar 0 setback as pan of a master planned 



developmen t or plans for the adJommg site are under review by the city 
4 . Landscaping yard s are not required within storage or material yards unless adjacent to a residential zone. 
5 Landscape yards are to be established from the outer walls of any attached unit structures 

B. Required Landscap ing Amounts Within Landscape Yards: 

1. Landscape yards abutt ing residential zones shall include a minimum of one tree and five (5) 
shrubs for each thirty (30) linear feet or fraction thereofoft he landscape yard area (as measured 
along the property line). 

2. Side and rear landscape yard s abutting a nonresiden tial developmen t or property zoned for such 
shall include a minimum ofo ne tree and four (4) shrubs for each forty (40) linear feet or fraction 
thereofofthe landscape yard area (as measure d along the property line). 

3. Front and street side landscape areas shall includ e a minimum of one tree for each forty (40) linear 
feet or fract ion thereo foft he landscape yard area (as measured along the property line). 

4. In add ition to the above, ground cover shall be provided over all landscape areas. (Ord. 07-01-
20 16, 7-6-2016 , eff. 7-7-2016) 

C. Plant Spacing: Tree s and shrubs may be spaced irregularly in informal gro upings or be uniforml y 
spaced, as consistent with larger overall planting patterns and organization of the site. Perimeter 
landscaping along a street shall be designated and integrated with the streetsca pe in the street right 
of way. 

D. Park Strips: Developments which front onto a public road shall install one tree per thirty feet (30') of 
frontage or fraction thereof and ground cove r in accordance with city approved streetsca pe design s, 
materials and planting s betwee n the sidewalk and curb. Maintenance of these areas is to be 
performed by the adjacent property owner. 

E. Utility Screening: All aboveg round utility equipment (e.g., power , phone, cable boxes , etc.) as well 
as ground mounted HVAC equipment, etc., shall be screened from public view by a wall or planting s 
equal to or greater than the equipment he ight. 

F. Fencing And Property Line Screening: 

1. In add ition to the required landscaping, screen ing along rear or side property lines should 
incorporate berming , open construction barriers , low maintenance fencing materia ls or 
decorative walls constructed of stone, masonry or deco rative iron. 

2. Screen ing heights along front property lines and along side property lines within the existing or 
proposed building front setbacks shall be the same as outlined in sectio n I 0-6-26 of this title for 
all fences, walls , and hedges. 

3. Fences or walls along rear or side property lines shall not exceed six feet (6') in height for general 
nonindustrial uses. Walls may be ten feet ( IO') tall to lessen the sound and visual impacts of 
industrial uses or uses where diesel traffic or noise caused by service bays, loading docks, 
crushing operations, etc., is expected. Walls greater than six feet (6') in height must be 
architect urally articula ted (e.g. , materia ls, plane s, columns, crown features , etc.) and landscaping 
around such walls shall be designed to soften the wall presence. 

4. Screen ing shall be designed and located to provide a natural crime deterrent. Barbed or razor wire 
is not permitted unless specifically approved by the plannin g commi ssion for secur ity, public 
safety, health , or general welfare of the citizens and property owners o f Santaquin and/or their 



property. This provis ion does not apply to agricultural uses and public utility fac ilities. (Ord. 12-
02-2006 , 12-6-2006 , eff. 12-7-2006) 

G. Decorative Materials: Mater ials such as crushed rock, redwood chips, pebbles, pavers, or stamped 
concrete and stones may not cover more than fifty percent (50%) of the areas required to be 
landscaped. Artifi cial plants are not acceptable. 

H. Clear View Areas: Landscaping within designa ted clear view areas shall comp ly with section I 0-6-
2 of this title. (Ord. 07-01 -2016 , 7-6-2016, eff. 7-7-20 16) 

10-15~ 3-4: BUILDI G LA DSCAPI G: 

A. Except within MBD areas , exposed section s of bui lding walls that are in high visibility areas along 
arterial and collector streets as well as on site, general public access areas , shall have planting beds 
approximately six feet (6') wide placed directl y along at least fifty percent (50%) of such walls. 
These planting areas may overlap requ ired landscape yards. 

B. Trash enclosures and other accessory structures shall have a minimum five foot (5') wide planting 
area along three (3) sides and a minimum of four (4) shrubs per landscaped side. These planting 
areas may ove rlap required landscape yards. 

C. Except within MBD areas, a group of four (4) shrubs and one tree sha ll be provided in a landsca pe 
area or grade adjacent to the front and side elevations of a bui lding per fifty (50) linear feet or 
fraction thereof, of elevatio n where the building excee ds one hundred feet ( I 00') in length (e.g., 110 
feet of building face would require 3 of the above groupings). (Ord. 07-0 1-20 16, 7-6-20 I 6, eff. 7-
7-2016) 

10-15-63-S: PARKJ G AREA LA DSCAPI 'G: 

In addition to the required landscape yards, parking lots shall have landscaping which reduces the area of 
impervio us surfaces and stormwater drainage impacts, provides shade to help mitigate heat and exposure on 
paved surfaces and to help conserve energy , and helps to define entry points on property and guides for the 
separated circulation of veh icles and pedestr ians. The following shall apply: (Ord. 12-02-2006, 12-6-2006, 
eff. 12-7-2006) 

A. Landscape Areas: Landscaping shall be provided in the amount of six perce nt (6%) o f the interior 
space of parking lots with less than one hundred ( l00) spaces, and ten percent ( I 0%) of the interio r 
space of all parking lots with one hundred ( I 00) spaces or more. Fo r single development s on less 
than two (2) acres , this percentage will count towa rd the minimum landscape requi rement provided 
in subsection 10-15-4 A of this chapter. (Ord. 07-0 1-20 16, 7-6-20 16, eff. 7-7-2016) 

B. Screening: Screening from the street and all nonresidentia l uses shall be of sufficient height and 
opacity to continuously block the lowest three feet (3') of the cross sectio n view of the parking area 
from the street or adjacent use. These screening standards may be met in any number of different 
ways, includ ing, but not limited to, a garden wall, earthen berm, constructed planter , dense hedge , 
or comb ination of ways . Landscape plans submitted for review shall include a graphi c depi ction of 
the parking lot screening as viewed from the street. Plant material used for the required screening 
shall achieve required capac ity in its winter seaso nal condition within three (3) years of construct ion 
of the vehicular use area . 

C. Pedest rian Walking/Refuge Areas: Pedestrian walking/refuge areas shall be provided between 
parking aisles closest to major business entries where one hundred ( I 00) or more park ing spaces are 
required. Such areas shall be at least eleven feet ( 11 ') wide and have a five foot (5') wide meandering 
sidewalk runnin g the length of the area. Those portion s of this area not utilized as sidewal k shall be 



landscape d with at least one tree and four (4) shrub s per sidewa lk return. Additiona lly, grou nd cove r 
shall be prov ided over the entire landscape area. 

D. Planter Islands: Landscape d islands shall be provide d at the end of parkin g aisles and appro priately 
space d at intermediate locations along parking aisles. 

1. Dime nsions: Islands at the end of single stall widt h parking aisles shall be at least six feet (6') in 
width and eighteen feet ( 18') in length . Islands at the end of dual stall width parkin g aisles shall 
be at least six feet (6') in width and thirty six feet (36') in length , with at least one hundred sixty 
( 160) square feet of ground area per shade tree or one hundred ( 100) square feet of ground per 
ornamenta l tree to allow for root aeration. 

2. Vegeta tion: Islands shall include one or more cano py shade trees and four (4) or more shrub s per 
eighty (80) square feet of planter area . Additionally, ground cover shall be provided over the 
entire landscape area. 

3. Curbing: All islands sha ll have raised concrete curbs surrounding them. Curb extents sha ll not be 
included in the required dimensions. (Or d. 12-02-2006 , 12-6-2006 , eff. 12-7-2006 ) 

10-15-+3-6: SPECIES DIVERSITY A D MI IM M STA DAROS: 

A. Divers ity: To prevent unifo rm insect or disease susceptibility and eventua l uniform maturi ty and 
agedne ss on a development site or in the adjacent area or the district, specie s diversity is required and 
extens ive monocultu res are prohibited. The following requ ireme nts shall ap ply to site develo pment 
plans: 

umber Of Trees On Site I Maximum Percentage Of Any One Species 

10 -19 I 1s% 

20- 39 I 60% 

40 or more I 50°/c, 

B . Plant Sizes: The following mini mum plant sizes shall be required: (Ord. 12-02-2006 , 12-6-2006, eff. 
12-7-20 06) 

Type I Minimum Size 

Canopy shade (deciduous) tree 12.0 inch caliper balled and burlapped equi valent 
,--- -------------------

Canopy shade (deciduous) tree as a street tree on a residential local 12.0 inch caliper container or equivalent 
street only 

Evergreen tree 

..-----------------------
Ornamental tree 

~---------------------
Shrub s 

1

6 0 foot height balled and burlapped or 
equivalent 

1

1. 5 inch cal 1per balled and burlapped or 
equivalent 

1

5 gallon or adequate size consistent wnh design 
intent 

(Ord. 12-02-2006 , 12-6-2006, eff. 12-7-2006 ; amd . Ord. 10-02-2007, 10- 17-2007 , eff. 10-18-2007) 

10-15-83-7: WAIVERS A D EXCEPTIONS: 



The city's land use authority may waive a requirement of a site plan if, in its opinion , specifi c requirements 
are unnecessary or inappropriate due to circumstances unique to the property, or if the requirements have 
been previous ly submitted and approve d. Such requiremen ts may be set aside only to the extent that the intent 
and purpose of this chapter is not violated. (Ord. 12-02-2006 , 12-6-2006, eff. 12-7-2006) 

10-15-93-8 : ONCO FORMI G STATUS: 

Any use of property , which, on the effective date hereof , is nonconforming only as to the regulations relating 
to landscaping may be continued in the same manner as if the landscaping were confor ming until such time 
that any such land use, parking area , site development or landscaping changes. (Ord. 12-02-2006 , 12-6-2006 , 
eff. 12-7-2006) 

Section II. Seve rability 
If any part of this ord inance or the appl ication thereof to any person or circumstance s shall , for 
any reason, be adjudged by a court of competent jur isdicti on to be unconst itutional or invalid, such 
j udgment sha ll not affect , impair of invalidate the remainder of this ordi nanc e or the application 
thereof to other persons and circumstances , but shall be confined to its operation to the section, 
subdi vision , sentence or part of the sect ion and the persons and circumstances directly involved in 
the controversy in which such judgment shal l have bee n rendered. It is hereby declared to be the 
intent of the City Council that this section would have been adopted if such invalid section, 
prov isions, subdiv ision, sentence or pa1t of a section or appl icat ion had not been inc luded. 

Section III . Contrary Provisions Repealed 
Any and all other prov isions of the Santaq uin City Code that are contrary to the provisions of this 
Ordinance are hereby repea led. 

Section IV. Cod ification, Inclu sion in the Code, and Scrivener's Errors 
It is the intent of the City Council that the provis ions of th is ordinance be made part of the 
Santaquin C ity Code as adopted , that sections of this ord inance may be re-numbered or re- lettered , 
and that the word ordinance may be changed to section, chapter , or other such appropriate word or 
phra se in orde r to accomplish such intent regardle ss of whether such inclus ion in a code is 
accompli shed. Typograp hical erro rs which do not affec t the intent of this ord inance may be 
author ized by the City without need of public hearing by its filing a corrected or re-c odified copy 
of the same with the City Recorder. 

Section V. Posting and Effective Date 
Th is ordinan ce sha ll beco me effective at 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, June 171

\ 2020. Prior to that 
time , the City Recorder shall deposit a copy of this ordinance in the offic ial reco rds of the City and 
p lace a copy of thi s ordinance in thre e places within the City. 

PASSE D A D ADOPTED this 16th day of June 2020. 

Councilmemb er Nick Miller 
Councilm ember Elizabe th Montoya 

Voted '-fl':>, 
Voted ¥":i 



ATTEST: 

K. Aaron Shirley,CityRecorde 

Councilmemb er Lynn Mech am 
Councilmember Jennifer Bowman 
Councilmemb er David Hath away 

Voted ~ 
Voted ~ 
Voted ~ 



STATE OF UTAH ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF UTAH ) 

I, K. AARON SHIRLEY, City Recorder of Santaquin City, Utah, do hereby certify 
and declare that the above and foregoing is a true , full , and correct copy of an ordinance 
passed by the City Council of Santaquin City, Utah , on the 16th day of June, 2020 , entitled 

"AN ORDINANCE AMENDI G SANTAQUI CITY CODE TO REQUIRE 
LANDSCAPI GIN THE FRO T AND SIDE YARDS OF EVERY NEW RESIDE TIAL 
DWELLI G, PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION, CORRECTIO OF SCRIVENER'S 
ERRORS , SEVERABILITY , AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR THE ORDINA CE." 

IN WITN ESS WHEREOF , I have hereunto set my hand and affixed the Corporate 
Seal of Santaquin City Utah this 16th day of June , 2020. 

--\( ~J, 
K. AARON SHIRLEY 
Santaquin City Recorder 

(SEAL) 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING 



STATE OF UTAH ) 
) ss. 

COUNTY OF UTAH ) 

I, K. AARON SHIRLEY , City Recorder of Santaquin City, Utah, do hereby certify 
and decla re that I posted in three (3) public places the ordinance , which is attached 
hereto on the 16th day of June , 2020 . 

The three places are as follows : 

1. Zions Bank 
2. Post Office 
3. City Office 

I further certify that copies of the ordinance so posted were true and correct copies of 
said ordinance . 

K. AARON SHIRLEY 
Santaquin City Recorder 

The forego ing instrument was acknowledged before me this \1 day of 31.X\t, , 
2010, by K. AARON SHIRLEY. 

SHAN NON HOFFMAN 
Notary Public, State of Utah 

Commission #698160 
My Commission Expires 

11/22/2021 


